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AGENDA

January 29, 2024 2

• Overview of New Series
• Alignment to ELP Standards and CASAS Competencies
• Alignment to College and Career Readiness Standards
• Sample Test Items
• CASAS Website Resources
• Reflection/Questions



January 29, 2024 3

GOALS 2: 
An updated math assessment for ABE and ASE Learners

Greater Opportunities for Adult Learning Success
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ABE Math Assessments - NRS Approved

MathMath

Ready for use!
NRS-approved through 

2030

NRS-approved through

June 30, 2024



5

Levels Breakdown
NRS Level
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Math GOALS 2 Test Specifics
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Correlates to the College and Career Readiness Standards and to the CASAS Competencies. 

January 29, 2024



What if I pre-tested my students with Math GOALS?  Can I post-test with GOALS 2? 
No; pre-and post testing must always occur with in the same series for test reliability.

What does an asterisk (*) score mean?
This means that the student scored at the inaccurate range. It can’t be reported to NRS, and the 
student should be tested in the next lower test form.

What if they get an asterisk score on Level A? 
Place them in a low-level class for up to 12 hours of instruction before retesting. 

What about a diamond ( ) scores? 
Conservative estimate scores may be used for pre- and post-testing. Retesting is not required. Some 
programs may wish to retest students at the next test level to see if they might score higher.

Are calculators allowed?  How about scrap paper?  
Yes, throughout the whole test! On-screen calculator, OR a scientific calculator provided by agency.  
Scrap paper is to be provided by the agency.  Proctors, remember to collect it after testing!

Math GOALS 2 FAQs
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Content 
Standard 
Areas 
for 
Math 
GOALS 2
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Content Standard Areas 
for Math GOALS 2
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TASK AREAS: 
0 – General
1 – Forms
2 – Charts, Tables, Graphs
3 – Texts, emails, articles, narratives
4 – Signs, ads, and labels
5 – Diagrams and measurement scales



TOPSpro Enterprise Reports
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Reports

Score Reports

• Personal Score Report
• Next Assigned Test
• Test History

• Student Test Summary
• Test Score Overview

• Learning Gains

Skill Reports

• Indiv. Skills Profile
•Content Standard
•Competency Performance
•Task Area

Frequently-Used TOPSpro Reports
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CASAS Teacher Portal

Luke Philley
Tech Support Specialist
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Using Reports to Inform Instruction
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Sample Math GOALS 2 Student Reports
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CASAS Math GOALS 2 Task Area Summary Report
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 By Class- 17 students 
took the Level D 
Assessment

 Indicates how the 
question was presented

 The “N” indicates how 
many questions of that 
Task type in all 17 tests 
combined. 

January 29, 2024



So How Should Programs Use These Reports?

16

She said I have to take a math 
test.  I’m really  nervous!

Welcome, Jose! 
We need to find out where your 
strengths are, and what areas we 
can help you improve.  Come with 
me to the computer lab.

January 29, 2024
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Jose wants to get his 
GED, so we need to 

pre-test him with 
Math GOALS 2.

He’s a new student, 
so Locator first!

January 29, 2024
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Levels Breakdown
NRS Level

1

2

3

4

5

6

A

B

C

D

E

Test Level

The Locator 
placed him into a 
Level B test. 

January 29, 2024
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Whew! 
Finished my test.  

Now what?

I’ll take a look at the results and 
when you come back tomorrow, I’ll 
share how you did. The test will tell 
us where your strengths are and 
what skills we can help you 
work on.  

January 29, 2024
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Oh boy… this looks 
different!  How do I read this 
report?  What does it mean 
for Jose’s instruction?  

January 29, 2024
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Jose did well with “Details,” but it 
looks like the other Content 
Areas could use some extra 
reinforcement.  
So how do I help him?  

GREAT QUESTION!
Use the report to help you decide:

1. What content/skill areas to 
REVIEW at the student’s level.

2.  What content/skill areas to 
GO UP a level during instruction.  

January 29, 2024
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CASAS recommends having 
a student continue to 
review at their level if the 
% correct is 70% or below

Remember:
Red = Review at level
Green = Go Up a level 
during instruction

January 29, 2024
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OK. So, we’ll keep reviewing 
Algebraic Thinking and Number 

Sense and Operations at NRS Levels 
2 and 3, but let’s start working on 
Geometry and Measurement and 
Data Analysis and stats at NRS 4.

January 29, 2024
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Don’t forget 
about the 

CASAS 
Competencies! 

Same rules 
apply!

Remember:
Red = Review at level
Green = Go Up a 
level during 
instruction

January 29, 2024
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OK. In my lessons, I’ll keep 
working on topics in Number 

Sense and Operations and 
Algebraic Thinking at Level 2. 

But I can also start focusing on 
higher level concepts related to 

Geometry and Measurement 
and Data Analysis.  

January 29, 2024



ACTIVITY: Using Reports for Student Instruction
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1. With your group, choose a Math GOALS 2 Report (or more than one if you 
wish!) and identify, then analyze an area your student needs to work on.

2. Identify what CCR Standard(s) you will work on, and at what NRS level.  Use the 
PowerPoint slides as a guide. 

3. Sketch out a math lesson or activity that you could use to help your student 
increase their mastery of the standard(s) you identified.

4. Share out!
• Which report(s) did you choose to analyze?
• Why did you choose the standards you did?
• What task areas will you incorporate?
• What materials will you need to support this activity?

January 29, 2024
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STEPS: 
Reading and Listening Assessments for ESL

January 29, 2024

Student Test of English Progress and Success



ESL Assessments - NRS Approved
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Listening STEPSReading STEPS
Ready for use!

NRS-approved through 

2030

Ready for use!

NRS-approved through 

2030

January 29, 2024



ESL Assessments - NRS Approved
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Life and Work ListeningLife and Work Reading

80 series and

Forms 27/28, 513/514

Approved through 

June 30, 2024

980 series

Approved through 

June 30, 2024

January 29, 2024
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Test Levels

New Reports
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What’s new  
with STEPS?

ELP Standard 
Alignment
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Levels Breakdown
NRS Level

1
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4

5

6
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B
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D
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Test Level
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Reading STEPS Test Specifics
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Correlates to the English Language Proficiency Standards and to the CASAS Competencies. 

January 29, 2024



What if I pre-tested my students with Life and Work Reading? Can I post-test with 
Reading STEPS?
No; pre-and post testing must always occur with in the same series for test reliability.

What does an asterisk (*) score mean?
This means that the student scored at the inaccurate range. It can’t be reported to NRS, and 
the student should be tested in the next lower test form.

What if they get an asterisk score on Level A?
Place them in a low-level class for up to 12 hours of instruction before retesting. 
NOTE: LEVEL A TEST BOOKLETS CAN BE USED AS A CONSUMABLE!

What about a diamond ( ) scores? 
Conservative estimate scores may be used for pre- and post-testing. Retesting is not required. 
Some programs may wish to retest students at the next test level to see if they might score higher.

Reading STEPS FAQs
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CASAS Task Areas
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TASK AREAS: 
0 – General
1 – Forms
2 – Charts, Tables, Graphs
3 – Texts, emails, articles, narratives
4 – Signs, ads, and labels
5 – Diagrams and measurement scales



Listening STEPS Test Specifics
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Correlates to the English Language Proficiency Standards and to the CASAS Competencies. 

January 29, 2024



What if I pre-tested my students with Life and Work Listening?  Can I post-test with Listening 
STEPS? 
No; pre-and post testing must always occur with in the same series for test reliability. 

How is Listening STEPS structured? 
Three test item types: photo prompts, comprehension questions, and next-response questions. 
Level A requires a booklet; Levels B – E do not.  For paper testing, audio is delivered via CD. 

What does an asterisk (*) score mean?  
This means that the student scored at the inaccurate range.  It can’t be reported to NRS, and the 
student should be tested in the next lower test form.  

What if they get an asterisk score on Level A? 
Place them in a low level class for up to 12 hours of instruction before retesting. 

What about a diamond (  ) scores? 
Pretest: CASAS recommends but does not require testing at a higher level.  The score is NRS-
reportable.  If on a post-test, student can be retested at next highest level. 

Listening STEPS FAQs
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English Language Proficiency 
Standards (ELPS)

37

https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/elp-standards-adult-ed.pdf
January 29, 2024



English Language Proficiency Standards
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ELP Standards
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The ELP Standards address the skills of the four areas of language 
acquisition (listening, speaking, reading, and writing) as well as the 
linguistic features of the English language.

Interpretive refers to the learner’s ability to process, understand, interpret, 
or engage with level-appropriate literary and informational written and 
spoken text to construct meaning

Productive refers to the learner’s ability to produce level-appropriate 
written and spoken text such that it meaningfully transmits meaning.

Interactive refers to the learner’s ability to process and produce level-
appropriate written and spoken text interactively with the purpose of 
understanding, interpreting, engaging in, and transmitting meaning. 



ELP Standards
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ELP Standards
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ELP Standards
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English 
Language 
Proficiency 
Standards 
(ELPs) 
Explained
by Kathryn Powell, 
Harper College



New Reports for STEPS Series
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STEPS: Strengths of the New Test Series
Reading and Listening Assessments for ESL

Individual 
Skills Profile

1
Content 
Standard

2
Competency 

Report

3
Task Area

4

Test Score 
Overview

5

• More simplified reporting in TE
• TE menu organized by test series
• Fewer, more directed suggestions related to CASAS Competencies, CCRS, ELPS
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Reporting 
Categories have a 

minimum
number of items

More 
confidence in 

inferences 
about student

More 
successful 

student 
intervention

• At least 3

• Better Instructional 
decisions

• Less teaching to the 
test

• Better 
identification of 
strengths and 
weaknesses

Benefit of New Reports



Skill Reports
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Content Standard 
Report

Student
Class

1
Competency 
Report

Student
Class

2
Task Area  Report   

Student
Class

3
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New ELP/NRS
Content Standard

Report –
Reading STEPS

January 29, 2024
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New 
CASAS 

Competency
Report –

Reading STEPS

January 29, 2024
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New 
Task Area 

Performance 
Report 

–
Reading STEPS

January 29, 2024



Student Teacher
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She said I have to take a test.  
I’m really  nervous!

Welcome, Jose! 
We need to find out where your 
strengths are, and what areas we 
can help you improve.  Come with 
me to the computer lab.

January 29, 2024
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I need to get Jose set up 
to take a CASAS 

eTest. Since he’s an ESL 
student, I'll give him the 
Reading STEPS. He’s a 
new student so Locator 

first!

January 29, 2024
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Levels Breakdown
NRS Level

1

2

3

4

5

6

A

B

C

D

E

Test Level

The Locator 
placed him into a 
Level C test. 
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Whew! 
Finished my test.  

Now what?

I’ll take a look at the results 
and when you come back 
tomorrow, I’ll share how you 
did.  The test will tell us where 
your strengths are and what 
skills we can help you 
work on.  

January 29, 2024
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Oh boy… this looks 
different!  How do I read this 
report?  What does it mean 
for Jose’s instruction?  

January 29, 2024
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Jose did well with “Details,” but 
it looks like the other Content 
Areas could use some extra 
reinforcement.  
So how do I help him?  

GREAT QUESTION!
Use the report to help you decide:

1. What content/skill areas to REVIEW
at the student’s level.

2.  What content/skill areas to GO UP a 
level during instruction.  
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CASAS recommends having 
a student continue to 
review at their level if the 
% correct is 70% or below

Remember:
Red = Review at level
Green = Go Up a level 
during instruction

January 29, 2024
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Got it.   
So, I’ll have Jose review 
Vocabulary, Main idea

concepts, and Inferences at 
NRS 3. 

But let’s start practicing reading 
texts and retelling key details at 

NRS 4.

January 29, 2024
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Don’t forget 
about the 

CASAS 
Competencies! 

Same rules 
apply!

Remember:
Red = Review at level
Green = Go Up a 
level during 
instruction

January 29, 2024
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OK. In my lessons, I’ll keep 
working on vocabulary and 

topics in Community Resources
and Health at NRS 3. But I can 
also start focusing on higher 
level vocabulary and syntax 

related to Basic Communication, 
Consumer Economics, and 

Employment at NRS 4.
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CASAS recommends having 
a student continue to 
review at their level if the 
% correct is 70% or below

Remember:
Red = Review at level
Green = Go Up a level 
during instruction
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You’re the teacher!  
What kinds of 
lessons/activities 
would you plan for 
this class?   



ACTIVITY: Using Reports for Student Instruction
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1. Before meeting, generate a variety of reports by both student and class.
2. With your group, choose a Reading STEPS, Listening STEPS, or Math 

GOALS 2 Report (or one for each if you wish!) and identify, then analyze 
an area your student needs to work on. (If you are not yet using these 
series, you can generate reports from the Rolling Hills Database)

3. Identify what standard(s) you will work on, and at what level.  Use the 
PowerPoint slides as a guide. 

4. Sketch out an activity that you could use to help your student increase 
their mastery of those skills/standards.

5. Share out!
• Which report(s) did you choose to analyze?
• Why did you choose the standards you did?
• What task areas will you incorporate?
• What materials will you need to support this activity? 

January 29, 2024



So what does this mean for 
your program and 
instruction? 
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IT IS CRUCIAL THAT CLASSROOM TEACHERS HAVE ACCESS TO THE 
REPORTS!  SHARE THEM!  MAKE SURE THEY UNDERSTAND HOW TO 
READ THEM!  Share at staff meetings, PD sessions, etc.  

ELP standards must be an integral part of curriculum at all levels

64
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We are here for you!
•Summer Institute, casas-si@casas.org

•General CASAS Information, info@casas.org

•Order Department – orders@casas.org

•Field Testing – fieldtesting@casas.org

•Tech Support – techsupport@casas.org

•Training – training@casas.org

•eTests Implementation – golive@casas.org

•Remote Testing – remotetesting@casas.org

January 29, 2024


