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AGENDA
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• Reading and Listening STEPS and Math GOALS 2: What’s New?
• Alignment to ELP Standards and CASAS Competencies
• Alignment to College and Career Readiness Standards
• Sample Test Items
• CASAS Website Resources
• Reflection/Questions
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GOALS 2: 
An updated math assessment for ABE and ASE Learners

Greater Opportunities for Adult Learning Success
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ABE Math Assessments - NRS Approved

MathMath

Ready for use!
NRS-approved through 

2030

NRS-approved through

June 30, 2024
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Levels Breakdown
NRS Level

1

2

3

4

5

6

A

B

C

D

E

Test Level
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Math GOALS 2 Test Specifics
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Correlates to the College and Career Readiness Standards and to the CASAS Competencies. 

January 29, 2024



What if I pre-tested my students with Math GOALS?  Can I post-test with GOALS 2? 
No; pre-and post testing must always occur with in the same series for test reliability.

What does an asterisk (*) score mean?
This means that the student scored at the inaccurate range. It can’t be reported to NRS, and the 
student should be tested in the next lower test form.

What if they get an asterisk score on Level A? 
Place them in a low-level class for up to 12 hours of instruction before retesting. 

What about a diamond ( ) scores? 
Conservative estimate scores may be used for pre- and post-testing. Retesting is not required. Some 
programs may wish to retest students at the next test level to see if they might score higher.

Are calculators allowed?  How about scrap paper?  
Yes, throughout the whole test! On-screen calculator, OR a scientific calculator provided by agency.  
Scrap paper is to be provided by the agency.  Proctors, remember to collect it after testing!

Math GOALS 2 FAQs
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What are the Math GOALS 2 Scale Score Ranges in 
relation to NRS Levels for ABE/HSE?

January 29, 2024
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STEPS: Strengths of the New Test Series:

Fewer test questions
33 to 39 items

1
Higher accuracy
Tests cover fewer                 

performance levels (NRS 
Levels)

2
Less inaccurate 
scoring

Less retesting

3



CASAS Website Resources
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Math GOALS 2 Blueprints 
and Sample Test Items
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https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/CCRStandardsAdultEd.pdf



Content 
Standard 
Areas 
for 
Math 
GOALS 2
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Content Standard Areas 
for Math GOALS 2
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TASK AREAS: 
0 – General
1 – Forms
2 – Charts, Tables, Graphs
3 – Texts, emails, articles, narratives
4 – Signs, ads, and labels
5 – Diagrams and measurement scales



Math GOALS 2 Content Standard Blueprint: Level A

GeometryNumber and Operations: Base Ten

Measurement and DataOperations and Algebraic Thinking

January 29, 2024 14



Math GOALS 2 Sample Item: NRS Level 1

15

TASK AREAS: 
0 – General
1 – Forms
2 – Charts, Tables, Graphs
3 – Texts, emails, articles, 
narratives
4 – Signs, ads, and labels
5 – Diagrams and 
measurement scales

January 29, 2024



Math GOALS 2 Sample Item: NRS Level 1

16

TASK AREAS: 
0 – General
1 – Forms
2 – Charts, Tables, Graphs
3 – Texts, emails, articles, 
narratives
4 – Signs, ads, and labels
5 – Diagrams and 
measurement scales

January 29, 2024



Math GOALS 2 Sample Item: NRS Level 2

17

TASK AREAS: 
0 – General
1 – Forms
2 – Charts, Tables, Graphs
3 – Texts, emails, articles, 
narratives
4 – Signs, ads, and labels
5 – Diagrams and 
measurement scales

January 29, 2024



Math GOALS 2 Sample Item: NRS Level 2

18

TASK AREAS: 
0 – General
1 – Forms
2 – Charts, Tables, Graphs
3 – Texts, emails, articles, 
narratives
4 – Signs, ads, and labels
5 – Diagrams and 
measurement scales

January 29, 2024



Math GOALS 2 Content Standard Blueprint: Level B

Number System GeometryRatios & ProportionsNum. & Op: Base Ten

Statistics and Probability Expressions/EquationsNum. & Op: Fractions

Measurement and DataOperations and Algebraic Thinking
January 29, 2024 19



Math GOALS 2 Sample Item: NRS Level 3

20

TASK AREAS: 
0 – General
1 – Forms
2 – Charts, Tables, Graphs
3 – Texts, emails, articles, 
narratives
4 – Signs, ads, and labels
5 – Diagrams and 
measurement scales

January 29, 2024



Math GOALS 2 Sample Item: NRS Level 3

21

TASK AREAS: 
0 – General
1 – Forms
2 – Charts, Tables, Graphs
3 – Texts, emails, articles, 
narratives
4 – Signs, ads, and labels
5 – Diagrams and 
measurement scales

January 29, 2024



Reading STEPS Content Standard Blueprint: Level C

Number System GeometryRatios & ProportionsNum. & Op: Base Ten

Statistics and Probability Expressions/EquationsNum. & Op: Fractions

Measurement and DataOperations and Algebraic Thinking
January 29, 2024 22



Math GOALS 2 Sample Item: NRS Level 4

23

TASK AREAS: 
0 – General
1 – Forms
2 – Charts, Tables, Graphs
3 – Texts, emails, articles, 
narratives
4 – Signs, ads, and labels
5 – Diagrams and 
measurement scales

January 29, 2024



Math GOALS 2 Sample Item: NRS Level 4

24

TASK AREAS: 
0 – General
1 – Forms
2 – Charts, Tables, Graphs
3 – Texts, emails, articles, 
narratives
4 – Signs, ads, and labels
5 – Diagrams and 
measurement scales

January 29, 2024



Math GOALS 2 Content Standard Blueprint: Level D

GeometryNumber System

Expressions/EquationsFunctions

Statistics and Probability
January 29, 2024 25



Math GOALS 2 Sample Item: NRS Level 5

26

TASK AREAS: 
0 – General
1 – Forms
2 – Charts, Tables, Graphs
3 – Texts, emails, articles, 
narratives
4 – Signs, ads, and labels
5 – Diagrams and 
measurement scales
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Math GOALS 2 Sample Item: NRS Level 5

27

TASK AREAS: 
0 – General
1 – Forms
2 – Charts, Tables, Graphs
3 – Texts, emails, articles, 
narratives
4 – Signs, ads, and labels
5 – Diagrams and 
measurement scales

January 29, 2024



Math GOALS 2 Content Standard Blueprint: Level E

January 29, 2024 28



Math GOALS 2 Content Standard Blueprint: Level E
Functions: Linear, Quadratic, and Exponential 
Models

Number System

GeometryNumber and Quantity: The Real Number System

Geometry: CongruenceExpression and Equations

Geometry: Similarity, Right Triangles, 
Trigonometry

Functions

Geometry: Geometric Measurement and 
Dimension

Algebra: Arithmetic and Polynomials and Rational 
Expressions

Geometry: Modeling with GeometryAlgebra: Reasoning with Equations and Inequalities

Statistics and ProbabilityAlgebra: Creasing Equations

Statistics and Probability: Interpreting Categorical 
and Quantitative Data

Functions: Interpreting Functions

January 29, 2024 29



Math GOALS 2 Sample Item: NRS Level 6

30

TASK AREAS: 
0 – General
1 – Forms
2 – Charts, Tables, Graphs
3 – Texts, emails, articles, 
narratives
4 – Signs, ads, and labels
5 – Diagrams and 
measurement scales

January 29, 2024



Math GOALS 2 Sample Item: NRS Level 6

31

TASK AREAS: 
0 – General
1 – Forms
2 – Charts, Tables, Graphs
3 – Texts, emails, articles, 
narratives
4 – Signs, ads, and labels
5 – Diagrams and 
measurement scales

January 29, 2024



CASAS eTests Sampler
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https://teportal.org/eTests
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STEPS: 
Reading and Listening Assessments for ESL

January 29, 2024

Student Test of English Progress and Success



ESL Assessments - NRS Approved

34

Listening STEPSReading STEPS
Ready for use!

NRS-approved through 

2030

Ready for use!

NRS-approved through 

2030

January 29, 2024



ESL Assessments - NRS Approved

35

Life and Work ListeningLife and Work Reading

80 series and

Forms 27/28, 513/514

Approved through 

June 30, 2024

980 series

Approved through 

June 30, 2024

January 29, 2024



5
Test Levels

New Reports

January 29, 2024 36

What’s new  
with STEPS?

ELP Standard 
Alignment
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Levels Breakdown
NRS Level

1

2

3

4

5

6

A

B

C

D

E

Test Level
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Reading STEPS Test Specifics

38

Correlates to the English Language Proficiency Standards and to the CASAS Competencies. 

January 29, 2024



What if I pre-tested my students with Life and Work Reading? Can I post-test with 
Reading STEPS?
No; pre-and post testing must always occur with in the same series for test reliability.

What does an asterisk (*) score mean?
This means that the student scored at the inaccurate range. It can’t be reported to NRS, and 
the student should be tested in the next lower test form.

What if they get an asterisk score on Level A?
Place them in a low-level class for up to 12 hours of instruction before retesting. 
NOTE: LEVEL A TEST BOOKLETS CAN BE USED AS A CONSUMABLE!

What about a diamond ( ) scores? 
Conservative estimate scores may be used for pre- and post-testing. Retesting is not required. 
Some programs may wish to retest students at the next test level to see if they might score higher.

Reading STEPS FAQs

39January 29, 2024
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What are the Reading STEPS Scale Score 
Ranges in relation to NRS Levels for ESL?

January 29, 2024
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• Each modality (Reading 
and Listening) has five 
levels and overlaps the 
adjacent level.  

• Covers the full range of 
all 6 NRS levels. 

• Students always have the 
opportunity to make an 
MSG. 

• Data shows decreased 
scoring in the inaccurate 
and conservative 
estimate ranges (asterisk 
and diamond) so less re-
testing. 
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STEPS: Strengths of the New Test Series:

Fewer test questions
33 to 39 items

1
Higher accuracy
Tests cover fewer                 

performance levels (NRS 
Levels)

2
Less inaccurate 
scoring

Less retesting

3



Reading STEPS Blueprints 
and Sample Test Items

43

https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/elp-standards-adult-ed.pdf
January 29, 2024



CASAS Task Areas
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TASK AREAS: 
0 – General
1 – Forms
2 – Charts, Tables, Graphs
3 – Texts, emails, articles, narratives
4 – Signs, ads, and labels
5 – Diagrams and measurement scales



Reading STEPS Content Standard Blueprint: Level A

Level 1: relying heavily on context, questioning, and knowledge of morphology in their native 
language(s), • recognize the meaning of a few frequently occurring words, simple phrases, and 
formulaic expressions in spoken and written texts about familiar topics, experiences, or events.

ELP Standard 8: 
An ELL can 
determine the 
meaning of words 
and phrases in oral 
presentations and 
literary and 
informational text.  

January 29, 2024 45



Reading STEPS Content Standard Blueprint:  Level A

Level 1:  use a very limited set of strategies to: • identify a few key words and phrases in oral 
communications and simple spoken and written texts. 

ELP Standard 1: 
An ELL can… construct 
meaning from oral 
presentations and 
literary and 
informational text 
through level-
appropriate listening, 
reading, and viewing.

January 29, 2024 46



Reading STEPS Competency Blueprint: Level A

Don’t forget about the CASAS 
Competencies! 
Both Reading and Listening STEPS 
are aligned to the CASAS 
Competencies as well as the ELPs.  

Level A: Largest emphasis on Basic Communication Competency Area
January 29, 2024 47



Reading STEPS Content Standard Blueprint: Level B

ELP Standard 8: 
An ELL can determine 
the meaning of 
words and phrases in 
oral presentations 
and literary and 
informational text.  

Level 1: relying heavily on context, questioning, and knowledge of morphology in their native 
language(s), • recognize the meaning of a few frequently occurring words, simple phrases, and 
formulaic expressions in spoken and written texts about familiar topics, experiences, or events.

January 29, 2024 48



Reading STEPS Content Standard Blueprint:  Level B
ELP Standard 1: 
An ELL can… construct 
meaning from oral 
presentations and 
literary and 
informational text 
through level-
appropriate listening, 
reading, and viewing

Level 1:  use a very limited set of strategies to: • identify a few key words and phrases in oral 
communications and simple spoken and written texts. 

January 29, 2024 49



Reading STEPS Competency Blueprint: Level B

Level B: 
Emphasis on the Employment and 
Consumer Resources Competency 
Areas

January 29, 2024 50



Reading STEPS Sample Item: NRS Level 1
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Reading STEPS Sample Item: NRS Level 2
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Reading STEPS Sample Item: NRS Level 2
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Reading STEPS Content Standard Blueprint: Level C

Level 3: using context, questioning, and a developing knowledge of English and their native 
language(s)' morphology, • determine the meaning of general academic and content-specific words 
and phrases and frequently occurring expressions in spoken and written texts about familiar topics, 
experiences, or events.

ELP Standard 8: 
An ELL can 
determine the 
meaning of words 
and phrases in oral 
presentations and 
literary and 
informational text.  

Level 2: using context, questioning, and knowledge of morphology in their native language(s), • 
determine the meaning of frequently occurring words, phrases, and expressions in spoken and 
written texts about familiar topics, experiences, or events. 

January 29, 2024 54



Reading STEPS Content Standard Blueprint: Level C

Level 3: using context, questioning, and a developing knowledge of English and their native 
language(s)' morphology, • determine the meaning of general academic and content-specific words 
and phrases and frequently occurring expressions in spoken and written texts about familiar topics, 
experiences, or events.

Level 2: using context, questioning, and knowledge of morphology in their native language(s), • 
determine the meaning of frequently occurring words, phrases, and expressions in spoken and 
written texts about familiar topics, experiences, or events. 

ELP Standard 1: 
An ELL can… construct 
meaning from oral 
presentations and 
literary and 
informational text 
through level-
appropriate listening, 
reading, and viewing
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Reading STEPS Competency Blueprint: Level C

Level C: 
Emphasis on the Employment and 
Consumer Economics Competency 
Areas

January 29, 2024 56



Reading STEPS Sample Item: NRS Level 3
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Reading STEPS Sample Item: NRS Level 4
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Reading STEPS Content Standard Blueprint: Level D

Level 3: using context, questioning, and a developing knowledge of English and their native 
language(s)' morphology, • determine the meaning of general academic and content-specific words 
and phrases and frequently occurring expressions in spoken and written texts about familiar topics, 
experiences, or events.

ELP Standard 8: 
An ELL can 
determine the 
meaning of words 
and phrases in oral 
presentations and 
literary and 
informational text.  

Level 4: using context, questioning, and an increasing knowledge of English morphology, • 
determine the meaning of general academic and content-specific words and phrases, figurative and 
connotative language, and a growing number of idiomatic expressions in spoken and written texts 
about a variety of topics, experiences, or events.

January 29, 2024 59



Reading STEPS Content Standard Blueprint: Level D

Level 4: use an increasing range of strategies to: • determine a central idea or theme in oral 
presentations and spoken and written texts • analyze the development of the themes/ideas • cite 
specific details and evidence from texts to support the analysis • summarize a text.

Level 3: use a developing set of strategies to: • determine a central idea or theme in oral 
presentations and spoken and written texts • retell key details • answer questions about key details • 
explain how the theme is developed by specific details in texts • summarize part of a text

ELP Standard 1: 
An ELL can… construct 
meaning from oral 
presentations and 
literary and 
informational text 
through level-
appropriate listening, 
reading, and viewing

January 29, 2024 60



Reading STEPS Content Standard Blueprint: Level D

Level 4: analyze the reasoning in persuasive spoken and written texts • determine whether 
the evidence is sufficient to support the claim • cite textual evidence to support the analysis.

Level 3: with support, • explain the reasons an author or a speaker gives to support a claim
• identify one or two reasons an author or a speaker gives to support the main point.

ELP Standard 6: 
An ELL can… analyze 
and critique the 
arguments of others 
orally and in writing.

January 29, 2024 61



Reading STEPS Competency Blueprint: Level D

Level D: 
Continued emphasis on the 
Employment and Consumer 
Economics Competency Areas,
but Government and Law 
replaces Basic 
Communication.  
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Reading STEPS Sample Item: NRS Level 4
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Reading STEPS Sample Item: NRS Level 5
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Reading STEPS Sample Item: NRS Level 5
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Reading STEPS Content Standard Blueprint: Level E
ELP Standard 8: 
An ELL can 
determine the 
meaning of words 
and phrases in oral 
presentations and 
literary and 
informational text.  

Level 4: using context, questioning, and an increasing knowledge of English morphology, • 
determine the meaning of general academic and content-specific words and phrases, figurative and 
connotative language, and a growing number of idiomatic expressions in spoken and written texts 
about a variety of topics, experiences, or events.

Level 5: using context, questioning, and consistent knowledge of English morphology, • determine 
the meaning of general academic and content-specific words and phrases, figurative and connotative 
language, and idiomatic expressions in spoken and written texts about a variety of topics, 
experiences, or events.January 29, 2024 66



Reading STEPS Content Standard Blueprint: Level E

Level 5: use a wide range of strategies to: • determine central ideas or themes in oral presentations 
and spoken and written texts • analyze the development of the themes/ideas • cite specific details 
and evidence from texts to support the analysis • summarize a text.

Level 4: use an increasing range of strategies to: • determine a central idea or theme in oral 
presentations and spoken and written texts • analyze the development of the themes/ideas • cite 
specific details and evidence from texts to support the analysis • summarize a text.

ELP Standard 1: 
An ELL can… construct 
meaning from oral 
presentations and 
literary and 
informational text 
through level-
appropriate listening, 
reading, and viewing
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Reading STEPS Content Standard Blueprint: Level E

Level 5: analyze and evaluate the reasoning in persuasive spoken and written texts • determine 
whether the evidence is sufficient to support the claim • cite specific textual evidence to thoroughly 
support the analysis.

Level 4: analyze the reasoning in persuasive spoken and written texts • determine whether the 
evidence is sufficient to support the claim • cite textual evidence to support the analysis.

ELP Standard 6: 
An ELL can… analyze 
and critique the 
arguments of others 
orally and in writing.
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Reading STEPS Competency Blueprint: Level E

Level E: 
Increased emphasis on the 
Employment, Health and 
Community Resources 
Competency Areas, while 
Consumer Economics decreases 
by nearly 2/3.  

January 29, 2024 69



Reading STEPS Sample Item: NRS Level 5
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Reading STEPS Sample Item: NRS Level 6
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Reading STEPS Sample Item: NRS Level 6
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Listening STEPS Blueprints 
and Sample Test Items

January 29, 2024 73

https://lincs.ed.gov/publications/pdf/elp-standards-adult-ed.pdf



Listening STEPS Test Specifics

74

Correlates to the English Language Proficiency Standards and to the CASAS Competencies. 

January 29, 2024



What if I pre-tested my students with Life and Work Listening?  Can I post-test with Listening STEPS? 
No; pre-and post testing must always occur with in the same series for test reliability. 

How is Listening STEPS structured? 
Three test item types: photo prompts, comprehension questions, and next-response questions. 
Level A requires a booklet; Levels B – E do not.  For paper testing, audio is delivered via CD. 

What does an asterisk (*) score mean?  
This means that the student scored at the inaccurate range.  It can’t be reported to NRS, and the 
student should be tested in the next lower test form.  

What if they get an asterisk score on Level A? 
Place them in a low level class for up to 12 hours of instruction before retesting. 

What about a diamond (  ) scores? 
Pretest: CASAS recommends but does not require testing at a higher level.  The score is NRS-reportable.  
If on a post-test, student can be retested at next highest level. 

Listening STEPS FAQs

75January 29, 2024
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What are the Listening STEPS Scale Score 
Ranges in relation to NRS Levels for ESL?

January 29, 2024



Listening STEPS Content Standard Blueprint:  Level A

ELP Standard 1: An ELL can… construct meaning from oral presentations and literary and 
informational text through level-appropriate listening, reading, and viewing.

Level 1:  use a very limited set of strategies to: • identify a few key words and phrases in oral 
communications and simple spoken and written texts. 

January 29, 2024 77



Listening STEPS Content Standard Blueprint:  Level A

Level 1:  actively listen to others • participate in short conversations and written exchanges 
about familiar topics and in familiar contexts • present simple information • respond to 
simple yes/no questions and some wh-questions. 

ELP Standard 2: An ELL can…participate in level-appropriate oral and written exchanges of 
information, ideas, and analyses, in various social and academic contexts, responding to 
peer, audience, or reader comments and questions. 

January 29, 2024 78



Listening STEPS Competency Blueprint: Level A

Don’t forget about the CASAS 
Competencies! 
Both Reading and Listeing STEPS 
are aligned to the CASAS 
Competencies as well as the ELPs.  

Level A: Largest emphasis on Basic Communication and 
Consumer Economics Competency Areas.

January 29, 2024 79



Listening STEPS Sample Item: NRS Level 1

80

Audio Transcript:  

“umbrella”

January 29, 2024



Listening STEPS Sample Item: NRS Level 1

81

Audio Transcript

January 29, 2024



Listening STEPS Content Standard Blueprint:  Level B

ELP Standard 1: An ELL can… construct meaning from oral presentations and literary and 
informational text through level-appropriate listening, reading, and viewing.

Level 1:  use a very limited set of strategies to: • identify a few key words and phrases in oral 
communications and simple spoken and written texts. 

Level 2:  use an emerging set of strategies to: • identify the main topic in oral presentations and 
simple spoken and written texts • retell a few key details.

January 29, 2024 82



Listening STEPS Content Standard Blueprint:  Level B

Level 1:  actively listen to others • participate in short conversations and written exchanges about 
familiar topics and in familiar contexts • present simple information • respond to simple yes/no 
questions and some whquestions

Level 2: participate in short conversations and written exchanges about familiar topics and texts • 
present information and ideas • appropriately take turns in interactions with others • respond to 
simple questions and wh- questions

ELP Standard 2: An ELL can…participate in level-appropriate oral and written exchanges of 
information, ideas, and analyses, in various social and academic contexts, responding to peer, 
audience, or reader comments and questions. 

January 29, 2024 83



Listening STEPS Competency Blueprint: Level B

Level B: Employment
Competency Area increases, 
and Basic Communication 
and Consumer Economics 
Competency Areas decrease 
slightly.

January 29, 2024 84



Listening STEPS Sample Item: NRS Level 2

85

Audio Transcript

January 29, 2024



Listening STEPS Sample Item: NRS Level 2

86

Audio Transcript

January 29, 2024



Listening STEPS Sample Item: NRS Level 3

87

Audio Transcript
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Listening STEPS Content Standard Blueprint:  Level C

Level 2:  use an emerging set of strategies to: • identify the main topic in oral presentations and 
simple spoken and written texts • retell a few key details.

Level 3:  use a developing set of strategies to: • determine a central idea or theme in oral 
presentations and spoken and written texts • retell key details • answer questions about key details • 
explain how the theme is developed by specific details in texts • summarize part of a text.

ELP Standard 1: An ELL can… construct meaning from oral presentations and literary and 
informational text through level-appropriate listening, reading, and viewing.

January 29, 2024 88



Listening STEPS Content Standard Blueprint:  Level C

ELP Standard 2: An ELL can…participate in level-appropriate oral and written exchanges of 
information, ideas, and analyses, in various social and academic contexts, responding to peer, 
audience, or reader comments and questions. 

Level 3:  • participate in conversations, discussions, and written exchanges about familiar topics, 
texts, and issues • build on the ideas of others • express his or her own ideas • ask and answer 
relevant questions • add relevant information and evidence • restate some of the key ideas 
expressed • follow rules for discussion • ask questions to gain information or clarify understanding. 

Level 2: participate in short conversations and written exchanges about familiar topics and texts • 
present information and ideas • appropriately take turns in interactions with others • respond to 
simple questions and wh- questions
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Listening STEPS Competency Blueprint: Level C

Level C: Employment
Competency Area increases 
further, now more than a 
third of the test. 
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Listening STEPS Sample Item: NRS Level 3

91

Audio Transcript
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Listening STEPS Sample Item: NRS Level 4

92

Audio Transcript
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Listening STEPS Content Standard Blueprint:  Level D

Level 3:  use a developing set of strategies to: • determine a central idea or theme in oral presentations and 
spoken and written texts • retell key details • answer questions about key details • explain how the theme is 
developed by specific details in texts • summarize part of a text.

ELP Standard 1: An ELL can… construct meaning from oral presentations and literary and 
informational text through level-appropriate listening, reading, and viewing.

Level 4: use an increasing range of strategies to: • determine a central idea or them in oral presentations and 
spoken and written texts • analyze the development of the themes/ideas • cite specific details and evidence 
from texts to support the analysis • summarize a text.
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Listening STEPS Content Standard Blueprint:  Level D

ELP Standard 2: An ELL can…participate in level-appropriate oral and written exchanges of 
information, ideas, and analyses, in various social and academic contexts, responding to peer, 
audience, or reader comments and questions. 

Level 3:  • participate in conversations, discussions, and written exchanges about familiar topics, 
texts, and issues • build on the ideas of others • express his or her own ideas • ask and answer 
relevant questions • add relevant information and evidence • restate some of the key ideas 
expressed • follow rules for discussion • ask questions to gain information or clarify understanding. 

Level 4: participate in conversations, discussions, and written exchanges about a range of topics, 
texts, and issues • build on the ideas of others • express his or her own ideas • clearly support points 
with specific and relevant evidence • ask and answer questions to clarify ideas and conclusions • 
summarize the key points expressed.
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Listening STEPS Competency Blueprint: Level D

Level D: Community 
Resources Competency Area 
increases, while Basic 
Communication decreases 
by nearly half.
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Listening STEPS Sample Item: NRS Level 4

96

Audio Transcript
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Listening STEPS Content Standard Blueprint:  Level D

Level 3:  use a developing set of strategies to: • determine a central idea or theme in oral presentations and 
spoken and written texts • retell key details • answer questions about key details • explain how the theme is 
developed by specific details in texts • summarize part of a text.

ELP Standard 1: An ELL can… construct meaning from oral presentations and literary and 
informational text through level-appropriate listening, reading, and viewing.

Level 4: use an increasing range of strategies to: • determine a central idea or them in oral presentations and 
spoken and written texts • analyze the development of the themes/ideas • cite specific details and evidence 
from texts to support the analysis • summarize a text.
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Listening STEPS Content Standard Blueprint:  Level D

ELP Standard 2: An ELL can…participate in level-appropriate oral and written exchanges of 
information, ideas, and analyses, in various social and academic contexts, responding to peer, 
audience, or reader comments and questions. 

Level 3:  • participate in conversations, discussions, and written exchanges about familiar topics, 
texts, and issues • build on the ideas of others • express his or her own ideas • ask and answer 
relevant questions • add relevant information and evidence • restate some of the key ideas 
expressed • follow rules for discussion • ask questions to gain information or clarify understanding. 

Level 4: participate in conversations, discussions, and written exchanges about a range of topics, 
texts, and issues • build on the ideas of others • express his or her own ideas • clearly support points 
with specific and relevant evidence • ask and answer questions to clarify ideas and conclusions • 
summarize the key points expressed.

January 29, 2024 98



Listening STEPS Sample Item: NRS Level 5
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Audio Transcript
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Listening STEPS Content Standard Blueprint:  Level E

Level 5: use a wide range of strategies to: • determine central ideas or themes in oral presentations 
and spoken and written texts • analyze the development of the themes/ideas • cite specific details 
and evidence from texts to support the analysis • summarize a text.

ELP Standard 1: An ELL can… construct meaning from oral presentations and literary and 
informational text through level-appropriate listening, reading, and viewing.

Level 4: use an increasing range of strategies to: • determine a central idea or them in oral 
presentations and spoken and written texts • analyze the development of the themes/ideas • cite 
specific details and evidence from texts to support the analysis • summarize a text.
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Listening STEPS Content Standard Blueprint:  Level E

ELP Standard 2: An ELL can…participate in level-appropriate oral and written exchanges of 
information, ideas, and analyses, in various social and academic contexts, responding to peer, 
audience, or reader comments and questions. 

Level 5: • participate in conversations, extended discussions, and written exchanges about a range of 
substantive topics, texts, and issues • build on the ideas of others • express his or her own ideas 
clearly and persuasively • refer to specific and relevant evidence from texts or research to support his 
or her ideas • ask and answer questions that probe reasoning and claims • summarize the key points 
and evidence discussed.

Level 4: participate in conversations, discussions, and written exchanges about a range of topics, 
texts, and issues • build on the ideas of others • express his or her own ideas • clearly support points 
with specific and relevant evidence • ask and answer questions to clarify ideas and conclusions • 
summarize the key points expressed.
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Listening STEPS Competency Blueprint: Level E

Level E: Employment 
Competency Area continues 
to be the largest percentage 
of content.  
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Listening STEPS Sample Item: NRS Level 4

103

Audio Transcript
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Listening STEPS Sample Item: NRS Level 5
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Audio Transcript
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Listening STEPS Sample Item: NRS Level 6

105

Audio Transcript
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We are here for you!
•Summer Institute, casas-si@casas.org

•General CASAS Information, info@casas.org

•Order Department – orders@casas.org

•Field Testing – fieldtesting@casas.org

•Tech Support – techsupport@casas.org

•Training – training@casas.org

•eTests Implementation – golive@casas.org

•Remote Testing – remotetesting@casas.org
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