
 

 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

STATE ADVISORY PANEL ON SPECIAL EDUCATION 
 

Public Meeting 1 
Thursday, October 16, 2025 

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
 

Meeting conducted virtually via Microsoft Teams. 
Please join meeting here 

or use the following information: 
Meeting ID: 217 455 358 327 1 

Passcode: zW2Ru7G4 

 
AGENDA 

 
Attendance: Julie Camerata, Ryan Tauriainen, Faith Gibson Hubbard, Rochanda Hiligh-Thomas, 
Sylvia Morrison, Roxanne Williams, Michelle Parrish, Margie Yeager, Joelle Myers, Christopher 
Nace. OSSE:  Christie Weaver-Harris, Jasmine Fleming, Kristen Thompson, Megan Williams 
 

Time Topic 

6:00 – 6:30 p.m. 
(30 mins) 

Call to Order/Welcome 
Faith Gibson-Hubbard – SAPSE Chair 

• Panel members introduced themselves and shared their hopes for 
SAPSE and changes they would like to see in special education 
within the District, including: 
o Improving educational outcomes and support systems for 

students with disabilities and their families 
o Successful integration into the workforce, with long-term 

employment opportunities that reflect student’s strengths 
and potential, and providing students with the resources 
and supports they need to succeed. 

o Stronger connections across topic areas and community 
resources, with a focus on strengthening parent voices,  

o Making systems more accessible for families, so parents can 
navigate services and advocate for their children. 

o A need for more timely and tangible outcomes and using 
families lived experiences to inform decision-making. 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MzI0MTBlNmItYjEwOC00N2ZjLWIwODQtNDcwZGVjM2IwMzhl%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%228fe449f1-8b94-4fb7-9906-6f939da82d73%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%229f15033e-2fd5-4e96-b25b-ba028f358221%22%7d


 

o Raise expectations for students with disabilities and keeping 
all efforts student-centered, with a focusing on doing what is 
best for each individual learner.  

o Mental health supports with recognition that being in a 
secure setting is traumatic, regardless of formal diagnoses.  

o Need for accessible, individualized education and services 
that address behavioral regulation and mental health needs. 

o Actively involving parents in discussions and decisions. 
o Clarity around charter school reentry policies, particularly 

for students returning from secure settings, and the need to 
ensure fair treatment and continuity of education. 

o Importance of transparency, timely information, and 
meaningful engagement between OSSE and the panel. 

o Promoting full inclusivity of students in the classroom and 
efforts to prevent isolating students based upon disabilities.  

o Improving engagement between parents and District 
agencies, increasing understanding of family needs, and 
fostering respectful, supportive relationships between 
schools and families. 

o Additional recommendations included: ensuring access to 
therapy and counseling, life skills training, ongoing case 
management, medical/ health services, and mentoring 
programs. 

 
SAPSE Administrative Updates 
Jasmine Fleming, Parent Engagement Coordinator, Office of Special 
Education (OSSE) 
Christie Weaver-Harris, Policy Manager, Office of Special Education 
(OSSE) 

• OSSE will consult with MOTA to facilitate swearing-in of new 
members. A survey will be distributed to confirm availability. 

• The SY24-25 SAPSE annual report will be presented in a graphic 
format to improve accessibility and engagement. 

• OSSE proposed updates to graduation requirements including a 
diploma option for students with disabilities. OSSE will present an 
overview of the Practical Studies diploma at the next SAPSE 
meeting. 



 

6:35 – 7:35 p.m. 
(60 mins) 

ESSA Title I, Part D (for neglected, delinquent, and at-risk youth) 
Monitoring Framework 
Megan Williams – Supervisory Grants Manager, Office of Federal 
Programs (OSSE) 
Kristen Thompson – Grant Specialist, Office of Federal Programs (OSSE)   

• Megan Williams presented on Title I, Part D of the federal 
Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), which provides 
funding to support educational programs for neglected, 
delinquent, and at-risk youth who reside in public or private 
residential facilities that serve children adjudicated as delinquent 
or in need of supervision. 

• SAPSE discussed roles across local education agencies (LEAs), DYRS, 
and OSSE, reenrollment procedures, and coordination of 
transitions. 

• SAPSE provided input on Title I, Part D monitoring priorities, 
including emphasizing the need to ensure continuity of education 
and minimizing disruptions during transitions. 

7:35 – 8:00 p.m. 
(15 mins) 

Hopes and Expectations 
Faith Gibson-Hubbard, SAPSE Chair 

• Panel members shared several hopes and expectations aimed at 
improving transparency, accessibility, and public engagement in 
SAPSE’s work. 

• A key priority is creating more opportunities for public comment. 
 
 
 

This meeting is governed by the Open Meetings Act. Please address any questions or complaints arising under this 
meeting to the Office of Open Government at opengovoffice@dc.gov. 
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