
 

 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

STATE ADVISORY PANEL ON SPECIAL EDUCATION 
 

Public Meeting 1 
Thursday, November 20, 2025 

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
 

Meeting conducted virtually via Microsoft Teams. 
Please join meeting here 

or use the following information: 
Meeting ID: 217 455 358 327 1 

Passcode: zW2Ru7G4 
 

AGENDA 
 
Attendance: Julie Camerata, Faith Gibson Hubbard, Rochanda Hiligh-Thomas, Michelle Parrish, 
Margie Yeager, Joelle Myers, Nicole Lee Mwandha.  OSSE:  Christie Weaver-Harris, Jasmine 
Fleming 
 

Time Topic 

6:00 – 6:15 p.m. (15 mins) Call to Order/Welcome  
Review of Norms  
Vote on Agenda  
Vote on September 2025 Meeting Minutes  
Faith Gibson-Hubbard – SAPSE Chair 

• Panel convened for the third public meeting of the 
year. 

• Unable to vote on proposed norms or October 
meeting minutes due to quorum/attendance. 

6:15 – 6:45 p.m. (30 mins) Public Comment  

6:45 – 6:55 p.m. (10 mins) Proposed Practical Studies Diploma Overview  
Christie Weaver-Harris (OSSE) 

• Overview: 

o Reviewed two student profiles and proposed 
diploma requirements. 

o Components include modified course 
requirements, occupational/work readiness, and 
life skills. 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MzI0MTBlNmItYjEwOC00N2ZjLWIwODQtNDcwZGVjM2IwMzhl%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%228fe449f1-8b94-4fb7-9906-6f939da82d73%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%229f15033e-2fd5-4e96-b25b-ba028f358221%22%7d


 

o Alignment with standard diploma discussed; 
proposal shared with SBOE, task force convened, 
recommendations to be returned to OSSE and 
SAPSE. 

6:55 –7:35 p.m. (40 mins) SAPSE Discussion of Practical Studies Diploma 

• Panel Discussion & Questions: 
o The panel reviewed the proposed Practical Studies 

Diploma, which includes modified course 
requirements, occupational readiness, life skills 
components, and alignment with the standard 
diploma. Members noted that OSSE has shared 
the proposal with the State Board of Education, 
convened a task force, and OSSE will keep the 
panel updated on the process. 

o Questions were raised about how this diploma 
would differ from the existing certificate track. The 
intent is to create a credential that could be 
recognized by community colleges and workforce 
development programs, offering students more 
meaningful opportunities than the certificate 
currently provides. 

o Members emphasized the importance of 
socializing the diploma with higher education 
institutions and employers. Community colleges 
such as UDC, Montgomery College, and NOVA 
were mentioned as potential partners, along with 
workforce development programs. Ensuring 
acceptance by these institutions was seen as a 
critical next step. 

o Concerns were expressed about academic rigor, 
protections for students, and the impact on 
families. While some felt the proposal added rigor 
but remained aligned with existing options, others 
worried about whether families would see this as 
an additional burden given the uncertainty of 
utility in postsecondary education and 
employment. 

o The panel stressed the need for stronger career 
exploration and preparation components. 
Suggestions included adding disability rights and 
self‑advocacy elements, as well as clarifying how 



 

course substitutions (such as world language and 
Algebra I) would be determined by IEP teams. 

o Members highlighted disparities faced by families 
and stressed that the diploma must be meaningful 
without categorizing or limiting students. 
Guidance for LEAs was identified as essential to 
prevent inappropriate placement into this track, 
and transparency in data and decision‑making was 
emphasized. 

o Parents’ desire to be engaged in the process was 
noted, along with the need to develop 
documentation that clearly communicates the 
diploma’s purpose and secures partners willing to 
accept it. 

o The State Board of Education is convening 3 public 
engagement opportunities. OSSE will share more 
detailed information when available. 

7:35 - 7:40 p.m. (5 mins) Upcoming DC Council Hearings (opportunities for public 
comment)  
Faith Gibson-Hubbard  

• December 3: Roundtable on OSSE DOT procurement 

of a bus tracking system and a plan to address 

systemic issues.  

• December 10: Oversight hearing on special education. 

Members interested in participating should inform 

Faith. 

7:40 – 8:00 p.m. (20 mins) Planning for Upcoming Meetings  
1. December: OSSE strategic plan input  
2. January: Annual Performance Report (APR) data feedback  
Jasmine Fleming (OSSE) and Faith Gibson-Hubbard 

 
 

This meeting is governed by the Open Meetings Act. Please address any questions or complaints arising under this 
meeting to the Office of Open Government at opengovoffice@dc.gov. 

https://lims.dccouncil.gov/Hearings/hearings/1996
https://lims.dccouncil.gov/Hearings/hearings/1969
mailto:opengovoffice@dc.gov

