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Today’s Session

● What is SkillBlox? 
● Saving + Adapting Blox
● Building Blox
● Sharing Blox
● Next Steps



What  do you….

… see?
� � L@AFC�
… wonder?

https://www.skillblox.org/stax/jst


Follow-up Quest ions…

● What skills were being 
developed? 

● Are these skills relevant to 
the learners you work with?

● What supports would you 
need to do in order to know 
how to use these lessons 
with your learners?

https://www.skillblox.org/stax/jst


What  is SkillBlox?



Back in 2017…

We know 
people are 

using these…

…how can 
we help them 

use these?



5 @Q� � . JGNA<=� *=9JF=JK� + GJ=� - HLAGFK� >GJ� *=9JFAF?



The OER Challenge: Overcrowding

Content is everywhere, but is it...

a ccu ra te ? cu rre n t?

e n ga gin g? a lign e d?



CrowdED Learning
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Customize + ShareSelect  Act ivit iesSearch by Skill

www.skillblox.org
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What’s in the SkillBlox Library?

Mathemat ics

Digital Literacy

Reading + Vocab Language



What’s in the SkillBlox Library?

Civics Educat ion

&=9DL@� *AL=J9; Q

Financial Literacy

Workforce Preparat ion



Build, share, and adapt 
lessons powered by OER

Just  Having OER Available Not  Enough

Service learning that leads 
to high-quality OER



Research to Support  SkillBlox Buildout  (2021-Present )

Goal: Expand and further 
opera tionalize instruction 

a ligned to the Teaching Skills 
tha t  Matter instructional 

framework.

Driving Question: How can 
increased availability of 

reusable, TSTM-aligned OER 
facilita te expanded adoption?

$J9E =OGJC Application



What  We’ve Learned from Users



Building a SkillBlox Community

How can we best support 
instructors to…

● Build quality Blox
● Provide guidance for others
● Find and build off of 

other instructors’ Blox
● Share and organize with the 

broader SB community



Sharing with Other Educators…

Let’s explore what 
guidance is provided so 
that other instructors 
can understand how to 
use this Blox…



CrowdED Strategy within the IES Study

#<2=; @� + 9C=J� 1H9; = SkillBlox

Activity curation to TSTM topics / design of TSTM skill-aligned 
activities / design + tagging of TSTM-aligned Blox

Focus tests and feature development testing / usability + 
feasibility (UF) study / quasi-experimental design (QED) study



Research Findings
Need for features that help 
teachers see …
● sequenced activities, rather 

than individual resources that 
need to be pieced together

● content that can be immediately 
implemented or shared 

● content that will save them time

Key Need: Ready-to-Go Blox



● Began adding story sets to 
SkillBlox in Sep 2024

Marshall Leveled Reading Program

Se p  2020 - Se p  2024

~30,000
Google  Form s com ple tions

Le ve l A: Se p  2024 - Ma r  2025

25%

● Adapted via Reading Skills for 
Today’s Adults content

● Leveraged RSTA in our first 
EdTech Maker Space

● Since Sep 2020, available as 
Wakelets and via MLRP app



Building Integrated Skills Lessons that  Start  with Reading

Three leveled readings

Engagement  Act ivity



' F<=H=F<=FL� *=N=D=<� 0=9<AF? � � 1L9P�

A “Stax” is a custom 
page users can create 
to organize and share 
Blox thematically

Link to Level A Stax

https://www.skillblox.org/stax/mlrp-a


“Stax?” “Blox?” “Act ivity?”  SkillBlox Terminology

“Blox”…is a set 
of…

…made up of…A “Stax” “Act ivit ies”



19NAF? � 9F<� � <9HLAF? � - L@=JK� �  DGP



Explore SkillBlox

Open library of Blox 
that SkillBlox users 
have made public…

Note: You should log in 
as an instructor so you 
can see what guidance 
has been provided. 



Features to Help Others Find Useful Blox

?



● Ten participating teachers 
(5 active)

● Set of 20 lessons across 
4 reading skills

● Two ASAP assessments 
for each skill

● One “student self-study” 
Blox per skill

Curriculum Guide

Ready-to-Go Reading Curriculum

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1upR7fW6efDPcZKSgRE5EegJdyuf3ZVOhNm971OXfMvE/edit?usp=sharing


! MJJA; MDME � " =N=DGH=<� NA9� #2+ 1

● Using story content, 
ETMS participants 
developed:
○ Guides to support 

gradual skill release
○ GOs in Slides, 

Flippity, and 
Wordwall



Select ing and Copying Your Lessons

Print Share Save Copy.� ! GHQ� �� GJ� E GJ=�  DGP� LG�
MK=� OAL@� QGMJ� D=9JF=JK

Save 
bookmark another user’s Blox  (read-only)

Copy
Make an editable copy of another user’s 
Blox

7GM� E MKL� : =� DG??=<� AF� 9K� 9F� AFKLJM; LGJ� LG� K9N=μE 9C=� 9� ; GHQ� G>� 9�  DGP
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Adapt ing Your Lessons

You can make copies to Google Drive of the Slides 
GO or Forms quiz and then add to your Blox by 
clicking “Add New Activity”



1@9JAF? � OAL@� *=9JF=JK�

Share in a number of ways:

● Printout
● QR Code
● Blox code
● Google Classroom
● Direct link



. JGE AKAF? � $AF<AF?K

● Instructors saved/copied at least 
two Blox for each skill they taught

● Many instructors taught directly 
from the Blox they saved/copied

● Multiple adaptation approaches: 
○ Additional activities (e.g., videos)
○ Leveraging templates to create 

additional lessons / activities



 MAD<AF? �  DGP
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Let’s build a Skillblox together

1. Find learning activities
2. Save activities to a Blox
3. Customize a Blox
4. Share a Blox



Let’s Jump Into SkillBlox!

KCADD: DGP� GJ?



So you made a Blox…now what?
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c
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Sharing Set t ings

Provide options for 
instructors to a) make 
their Blox public, b) 
easily share with 
learners, and c) allow 
others to copy and 
adapt their Blox
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' FKLJM; LGJ� 29??AF?

Encourages teachers 
to identify the focus of 
their Blox, including 
the target topics/skills 
and learner levels.

#F; GMJ9?=K� L=9; @=JK�
LG� A<=FLA>Q� L@=� >G; MK� G>�
L@=AJ�  DGP� � AF; DM<AF?�
L@=� L9J?=LLGHA; K� KCADDK�
9F< D=9JF=J� D=N=DK�

*=LΟK� 9HHDQ� L@AK� LG� L@=�
 DGP� ' � BMKL� ; J=9L=<Ζ



Next  Steps



What questions do you have?

How can you see using these 
features for yourself? With your 
colleagues? 

What are you interested in 
exploring more?

*=L� K� ! @9L̃



Create Your Public Profile

● . JG>AD=K� @=DH� QGM� K==� 9DD�
HM: DA; �  DGP� 9� H9JLA; MD9J�
MK=J

● $AF<� GL@=J� MK=JK� O@G�
L=9; @� KAE AD9J� KM: B=; LK� �
D=9JF=J� D=N=DK� � 9F<� E GJ=



…a home base � GJ?9FAR=<� ; MJJA; MDME � K=D>� ?MA<=<� D=9JFAF?

Consider using Stax to provide…

Rincon Education &! #� ! GMJK= Leveled Reading

https://www.skillblox.org/stax/rincon-education
https://www.skillblox.org/stax/hceprogram
https://www.skillblox.org/stax/mlrp-a


#PHDGJ=� 5 9QK� LG� 1@9J=� - H=F� ! MJJA; MDME

Reading Skills $GMF<9LAGF9D� *9F?M9?=� 1CADDK

+ *0. � *=N=D�  Citizen Literacy | Sep 2025 Lightning Talk

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1upR7fW6efDPcZKSgRE5EegJdyuf3ZVOhNm971OXfMvE/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.skillblox.org/stax/citizen-literacy
https://youtu.be/-IEo7pZnyvA?si=Mh3ZQLx7FZIZ20N_


! GE AF? � AF� #9JDQ� , GN=E : =J� � + GJ=� 1L9P̃

Get t ing Started Online
Online Safety + Well-

Being
AI Basics Using AI Budgets and Saving

Why Be Online? Keep Devices and 
Accounts Secure

What is Artificial 
Intelligence?

Using AI: Write Effective 
Prompts

Make a Budget

Connect to Wi-Fi on 
a Mobile Device

Maintain Privacy Online What can you do with AI? Evaluating AI: How 
to Detect Bias

Build a Savings Plan

Create Accounts and Strong 
Passwords

Evaluate Online Information Ethical Considerations of 
Using AI

Applied AI: Use AI as a 
Jobseeker

Dealing with Debt

#KL9: DAK@� &=9DL@Q�
- FDAF=� &9: ALK

Recognize Deepfakes

Banking and Credit Career Explorat ion Jobseeker' s Toolkit
St rategies for 

Workplace Success
Why Bank Online? Identify Your Skills Search for Jobs Online Communicate Effectively

Credit Basics Explore Career Options Write Your Resume Manage Your Time
Protect Your Identity Find Training Opportunities Write a Cover Letter Show Initiative

Maintain Healthy 
Relationships

http://www.skillblox.org/skillblox/1N3ORQ
http://www.skillblox.org/skillblox/1N3ORQ
http://www.skillblox.org/skillblox/CJ9THM
http://www.skillblox.org/skillblox/CJ9THM
http://www.skillblox.org/skillblox/CJ9THM
http://www.skillblox.org/skillblox/CJ9THM
http://www.skillblox.org/skillblox/XU0Y8W
http://www.skillblox.org/skillblox/XU0Y8W
http://www.skillblox.org/skillblox/5MM6X5
http://www.skillblox.org/skillblox/9MZ53L
http://www.skillblox.org/skillblox/CQNT31
http://www.skillblox.org/skillblox/3FOS2F


Addit ional Resources



1L9P� LG� ! @=; C� - ML� , GO

Reading Skill Lessons (Level B)
● Use Questions to Understand Key Details 
● Determine Main Idea and Key Details 
● Describe How Info in a Text Is Related
● Identify Author's Purpose

Leveled Readings
● Level A Reading Practice
● Level B Reading Practice

Other Stax
● US Civics Test Lesson Bank
● Jobseeker’s Toolkit
● Citizen Literacy

Link to Guide

https://www.skillblox.org/stax/reading-ccrs-ri-2-1
https://www.skillblox.org/stax/reading-ccrs-ri-2-1
https://www.skillblox.org/stax/reading-ccrs-ri-3-2
https://www.skillblox.org/stax/reading-ccrs-ri-3-2
https://www.skillblox.org/stax/reading-ccrs-ri-3-3
https://www.skillblox.org/stax/reading-ccrs-ri-3-3
https://www.skillblox.org/stax/reading-ccrs-ri-2-6
https://www.skillblox.org/stax/reading-ccrs-ri-2-6
https://www.skillblox.org/stax/mlrp-a
https://www.skillblox.org/stax/mlrp-a
https://www.skillblox.org/stax/mlrp-b
https://www.skillblox.org/stax/mlrp-b
https://www.skillblox.org/stax/uscivics
https://www.skillblox.org/stax/uscivics
https://www.skillblox.org/stax/jst
https://www.skillblox.org/stax/jst
https://www.skillblox.org/stax/citizen-literacy
https://www.skillblox.org/stax/citizen-literacy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1upR7fW6efDPcZKSgRE5EegJdyuf3ZVOhNm971OXfMvE/edit?usp=sharing


Throughout October…

● Featured Blox each day
● SkillBlox user tips and 

feature highlights 

CrowdED Learning

$GDDGO� ! JGO<#" � *=9JFAF? � GF� *AFC=<'F

Follow CrowdED Learning for Bloxtoberfest !

https://www.linkedin.com/company/crowdedlearning/


+ GJ=� - #0 � ! MJJA; MD9J� 0=KGMJ; =K

CrowdED Learning resources page

- H=F� J=KGMJ; =� K=LK�
LG� KMHHGJL�
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https://www.crowded.worlded.org/resources


OSSE IDEAL Membership: Crash Courses!

Self-enrollment 
microlearning 
opportunities:
● OER
● EdTech
● Teaching with GenAI
● Distance Ed 

Facilitation
● Hyflex Instruction



Learn More: TSTM-SkillBlox Study

'FKA?@LK� AFLG� - #0 � MK=� ��
#2+ 1� AE HD=E =FL9LAGF
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TSTM-SkillBlox Research 
Homebase

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VLBKc-MwnOCNbu-i9TCokVlTUfT-CuEe-QIg8t4WU6w/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VLBKc-MwnOCNbu-i9TCokVlTUfT-CuEe-QIg8t4WU6w/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15oKTJcAvACkCbOYsSJALpAaVy5XAIK_3zMTryn_bSG8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15oKTJcAvACkCbOYsSJALpAaVy5XAIK_3zMTryn_bSG8/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fpe90cKgElbAW7fpBo-86bY5UKlXFPzF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fpe90cKgElbAW7fpBo-86bY5UKlXFPzF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fpe90cKgElbAW7fpBo-86bY5UKlXFPzF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Fpe90cKgElbAW7fpBo-86bY5UKlXFPzF/view?usp=sharing
https://www.crowded.worlded.org/research
https://www.crowded.worlded.org/research
https://www.crowded.worlded.org/research
https://www.crowded.worlded.org/research


2@9FC�
7GM̃CrowdED Learning

; JGO<=<D=9JFAF?� GJ?

jeffrey_goumas@worlded.org

https://www.linkedin.com/company/crowdedlearning/
https://www.crowdedlearning.org/contact
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