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Welcome to the Webinar

J. Michelle Johnson, State Director, Adult and Family Education, OSSE 

Dr. Heather Bruce, Adult Education Program Coordinator, University of 
the District of Columbia



Welcome to the Webinar

Jen Vanek, PhD 
Director of Digita l Learn ing and  
Research
EdTech  Cente r@World  Educa tion



Agenda

● Who’s here? What is one question you 
hope to have answered

● Tips for getting started
● Questions & Discussion
● More resources for you





Who’s here?
●Teacher

●Researcher

●State ABE staff

●Teacher educator

●Program administrator

●Technologist specialist



Ensuring 
quality: 

An 
intentional 
process

Reflect – understand the needs of your learners 
and the resources you have available to you. 

Investigate – make sure you know state policy 
that will guide implementation and reporting; 
understand what your capacity is to implement 
programming; know where to find support

Experiment – constantly examine 
implementation; try new new things with a 
targeted group of learners and start gathering and 
evaluating resources; use that info to expand use 
of new approach or resources
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What is distance 
education? Distance Education — Formal learning activity 

where students and instructors are separated by 
geography, time, or both for the majority of the 
instructional period. Distance learning materials 
are delivered through a variety of media, 
including but not limited to, print, audio 
recording, videotape, broadcasts, computer 
software, Web-based programs, and other online 
technology. Teachers support distance learners 
through communication by mail, telephone, e-
mail, or online technologies and software.

https://nrsweb.org/sites/default/files/NRS-TA-January-2018-508.pdf

https://nrsweb.org/sites/default/files/NRS-TA-January-2018-508.pdf


Blended learning – basic definition
1. Blended learning - Tight integration of an online curriculum and/or 

resources into a broader curriculum. 
• Instructors link in-class content and online content
• Instructors monitor student progress online and use info to identify 

learning needs; adjust in-class instruction

2. Hybrid learning – Online resources used “as a core instructional 
activity”; assigned in addition to instructor-led, in-class instruction 
• Online work NOT connected to in-class lessons and does not directly 

influence what instructors do in the classroom. 

Murphy, R., Bienkowski, M., Bhanot, R., Wang, S., Wetzel, T., House, A., … Van Brunt, J. (2017). 
Evaluating digital learning for adult basic literacy and numeracy. Menlow Park. 



New ways to 
think about 
blended  and 
hybrid 
learning



Hybrid learning

https://www.sri.com/sites/default/files/publications/evaluating-digital-learning_1.pdf

“...combine the use of the product as a core instructional 
activity in combination with instructor-led instruction during 
regular class time... the students’ work in the product, 
although required, is not necessarily connected to 
instructor-led lessons and does not directly influence what 
instructors do in the classroom. 

Online activities are not coordinated with the face-to-face 
instruction. Instructors do not regularly review product 
dashboards, nor do they use their direct instruction time to 
cover topics that were revealed as potentially problematic 
for students based on their performance in the product.”

https://www.sri.com/sites/default/files/publications/evaluating-digital-learning_1.pdf


Blended learning

https://www.sri.com/sites/default/files/publications/evaluating-digital-learning_1.pdf

“... tight integration of the product into a broader 
curriculum and instructional program … instructors had 
planfully integrated product use with face-to-face 
instruction, so the whole program of study was partly 
online and partly face to face. Instructors attempted to 
link the content in their lectures to the content that 
students were assigned in the product, or they closely 
monitored student progress in the product and modified 
instruction in the classroom accordingly and/or used 
students’ performance in the product to identify those in 
need of individual attention.” 

https://www.sri.com/sites/default/files/publications/evaluating-digital-learning_1.pdf


Chat or unmute to ask questions



An Example: Virtual Learning Circles



Virtual Learning Circles
We Speak NYC: Overview

STORY VOICE ACTION

● Watch an 
episode of We 
Speak NYC

● Learn about free 
NYC resources

● Talk about what 
happens in the 
story

● Share their 
experiences and 
expertise

● Rehearse for 
real life English 

● Act on ways to 
use information 
and skills

In each weekly conversation group, participants:

https://literacypartners.org/


We Speak NYC: Website and Materials

All videos, class materials, and educator resources are available at
nyc.gov/LearnEnglish

https://wespeaknyc.cityofnewyork.us/
https://wespeaknyc.cityofnewyork.us/
https://literacypartners.org/


We Speak NYC Virtual Learning Circles

● All the materials are online, accessible 
for educators and students

● Basic, flexible lesson plan is easy to 
adapt for remote learning

● Required tools: 
○ video conferencing app 
○ text/chat app
○ slides (or documents) app

https://literacypartners.org/


• What issue are you hoping to address with distance education?

• Which of these models is a good fit or goal for your programming: straight distance (no 
synchronous) blended, hybrid or learning circles?

Chat or unmute to ask questions



Read the blog 
post

https://edtech.worlded.org/setting-the-stage-for-distance-and-blended-learning/

https://edtech.worlded.org/setting-the-stage-for-distance-and-blended-learning/






Webinar #8 May 8, 2020
Kentucky Skills U will share their innovative 
approach to providing resources and professional 
learning to help their teachers deliver quality 
distance education.

Tamara Thompson from Mockingbird Education will  
share strategies she has found useful for supporting 
learner engagement in synchronous online 
instruction. As always, following the lightning talks, 
we’ll break into two discussions and you can choose 
which topic you’d like to further explore.

Resources

bit.ly/tipsforDL



Professional Development 
Opportunities and Resources for 
Distance Learning

● Burlington English Free Webinars -
https://www.burlingtonenglish.com/

● LINCS Community, Courses and Resources for Adult 
Education - https://lincs.ed.gov/

● ProLiteracy - Continuing Instruction from a Distance -
https://www.proliteracy.org/health

● The Change Agent Free Webinars -
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/webinars/

https://www.burlingtonenglish.com/
https://lincs.ed.gov/
https://www.proliteracy.org/health
https://changeagent.nelrc.org/in-the-classroom/webinars/


Reach out if you have questions

Jen_Vanek@worlded.org
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