Office of the State
Superintendent of Education

Q1: Why are the fees changing?

To continue delivering high-quality credentialing services,
OSSE is implementing updated service fees. These
adjustments support the administrative, processing, and
operational functions required to maintain timely and
reliable service for educators and applicants across the
district. They also help ensure continued 24/7 access to
application systems and records.

This update represents the first change to educator
credentialing fees since 2009. Even with the adjustment,
OSSE’s fees remain well below the regional average for
state educator credentialing agencies. The revised fee
structure will help ensure OSSE can sustain efficient,
secure, and responsive services for all applicants.

Q2: When does the fee change go into effect?
The new fees will go into effect on Oct. 1, 2026.

Q3: What are the proposed fees?

. Current New Fee
Credential Type Fee (as of 10/1/2026)
One-Year Provisional $50 S50
Classroom Teacher (CT) - Initial or

Standard Credential =50 2L
School Services Provider (SSP) -

Initial or Standard Credential »50 °125
School Principal — Administrative

Services - Initial or Standard $50 $125
Credential

Renewals (all types) $50 $100
*Copy of Certified OSSE Credential $25
(additional fee)

* “Certified OSSE Credential” refers to an agency sealembossed copy of an
active and valid educator credential issued by OSSE. Requests for inactive
or expired credentials cannot be approved. Educators who reside outside
of the continental United States must provide a prepaid return envelope to
receive certified copies internationally.

Q4: Is my pending application affected
by this change?

No. Pending applications submitted before the
implementation date will not be affected. These
applications will be processed using the fee schedule that
was in place at the time OSSE received them.

0 € @OsseDcC @ @ @osse.dc

osse.dc.gov

Educator Credentialing Services Fees Adjustment
Frequently Asked Questions

Q5: Will there be any changes to the services
included with the application fee?

No. The application fee continues to cover full review
and evaluation of all materials, customer support, and
ongoing system access for applicants. The updated fee
helps sustain these services as demand and technology
needs grow.

Q6: If | start but do not complete an application
before Oct. 1, 2026, which fee applies?

The fee that applies is based on the date the application
is officially submitted, not the date it was started. If
submission occurs on or after Oct. 1, 2026, the new fee
schedule will apply.

Q7: If my application is denied, can | reuse the fee
for a new application?

No. Application fees are nonrefundable and cover the
review of the submitted application. A new application
requires a new fee.

Q8: Do the new fees apply if | need to resubmit or
provide additional documents?

No. Additional documentation submitted in response to
an OSSE request does not require a new fee, as long as it
relates to an existing application.

5 Q9: Will educator credentials that are due

to expire this calendar year be affected by
the fee increase?

Not if the applicant utilizes OSSE’s renewal window.
OSSE allows applicants to submit a renewal application
up to 150 days before the credential expires. Credentials
expiring on or before Dec. 31, 2026, fall within this
window. However, to pay the current $50 processing fee,
the renewal application must be submitted on or before
Sept. 30, 2026.

Q10: Are fee waivers or discounts available?

OSSE does not offer fee waivers for credentialing
applications. Applicants are encouraged to review

all requirements carefully before applying to avoid
unnecessary costs. Application processing fees are non-
refundable.

Q11: Who can | contact if | have additional
questions?

Please contact osse.asklicensure@dc.gov for any
guestions or additional information.
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