DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
OFFICE OF THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF

EDUCATION

Guidance Related to Educator Preparation Provider and
Subject Area Program State Approval for Special
Education Programs

Background

As a part of the District’s efforts to meaningfully implement 5A DCMR § 1705 and
continuously evaluate opportunities to align with common best practices, the Office of the
State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) is offering this guidance document to Educator
Preparation Providers (EPPs) and Subject Area Programs (SAPs) seeking state approval for
select K-12 special education SAPs under 5A DCMR § 1602.1(ll) and (mm) leading to an OSSE
approval status via 5A DCMR § 1704.4.

Scope

This guidance applies to EPPs and SAPs that intend to pursue specialized professional association
(SPA) recognition and OSSE approval to prepare candidates for K—12 special education credentials
and are currently approved to endorse candidates in the following credential areas:

- Special Education: Emotional Disturbance (Pre-K though grade 12)
- Special Education: Learning Disabilities (Pre-K through grade 12)

- Special Education: Intellectual Disability (Pre-K through grade 12)
- Special Education: Non-Categorical (Pre-K though grade12)

This decision is being made to reduce unnecessary administrative burden on EPPs and SAPs that do
not intend to prepare and endorse candidates for Pre-K through grade 3 credentials in the areas
listed above. In these cases, only K-12 special education SPA reviews will be required.

Programs that intend to continue preparing candidates either exclusively for Early Childhood
Special Education (Pre-K through grade 3) credentials, or for both Early Childhood Special
Education and K-12 special education credentials, are not subject to this notice.

Date Issued
This guidance was issued on June 30, 2026, and will remain in effect until further notice.
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Guidance

EPPs and SAPs pursuing state approval for programs listed in the sections above which intend to
exclusively prepare candidates in K-12 special education programs and endorse candidates for K-
12 special education credentials do not need to receive SPA determinations for both early
childhood special education and K-12 special education SAPs to be considered for state approval.
SPA determinations from the appropriate K-12 SPA will satisfy the requirement for state
consideration. EPPs and SAPs should continue to consult with the EPP state administrator as a
first step in the state approval process.

Questions

If you have questions relating to this guidance, please contact the EPP state administrator Sabrina
Alano at Sabrina.Alano@dc.gov.
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