District of Columbia’s Early
Childhood System Approach
to Child Health, Development,
Education and
Well-being

Our aim is to improve outcomes for
children beginning at birth and throughout
their childhood by addressing racial and
social inequities in the District of Columbia

Performance
Indicators

Collective Actions
Build
crosssector
agreement
and shared
purposes

Identify
shared
measures and
metrics for
learning and
improvement

Coordinate and
align policy and
financing efforts
with a focus on
racial equity

Sustain
active,
diverse,
local
leadership

Introduce
new policies,
identify resources and
maximize
other assets

Activate/
build skills
of crosssector early
childhood
workforce

Spread and scale of
best practices and
evidence-based
programs

Improve
organizational
performance

Strengthen
and align a
risk-based
tiered
response to
care/needs

Results
Social-emotional well-being
for all children

Improved
quality of early
learning
environments
Strengthened
partnerships
and
communication
with parents to
enhance
knowledge

Increased
access to
quality
resources,
referrals and
supports

Increased
successful
linkage to
needed services
and supports

Improved
diversity and
Improved
program
equity of
participation outcomes in
and
programs and
services
outcomes

Healthy births

Neighborhood
Indicators
Increased ties
to neighbors
and social
support

Increased
civic/
community
participation

Improved
Increased
neighborhood
sense of
safety
community
and belonging

Increased
walkability
and access
to parks and
green space

Positive child health, development and school readiness

Positive youth development
and meeting third grade
expectations

Family and
Community
Indicators
Increased
Increased
educational food security
achievement/
Increased
attainment
housing
security and
Increased
stability
economic
opportunities
and financial Improved
community
stability
safety

Decreased risk
factors
(e.g. maternal
depression,
child abuse and
neglect,
domestic
violence,
substance abuse)
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