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4        - (ESEA Section 8101(20))  

An English learner is an individual: 

• Who is aged 3 through 21; 

• Who is enrolled or preparing to enroll in an elementary school or secondary school; 

• Who was not born in the United States or whose native language is a language other 
than English;  

 Including Native American or Alaska Native, or a native resident of the outlying 
 areas; and comes from an environment where a language other than English 
 has had a significant impact on the individual's level of English language 
 proficiency; or is migratory and comes from an environment where a language 
 other than English is dominant; and  

• Whose difficulties in speaking, reading, writing, or understanding the English 
language deny the individual:  

– The ability to meet the challenging State academic standards; 

– Achieve in classrooms with English instruction; or 

– The opportunity to fully participate in society. 

        

English Learners Defined  
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6                      Source:  2017-2018 School Year Enrollment Audit Report and Data https://osse.dc.gov/node/1306796  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

ELs comprise nearly 10 percent of total school enrollment. 

 

 
 

 

 

EL Student Enrollment 

 

 

7,494 

SY2014-15 

 
7,872 

SY2015-16 

8,434 

SY2016-17 

10,127                                     
SY2017-18 

https://osse.dc.gov/node/1306796
https://osse.dc.gov/node/1306796


7    *Percentage represents those who scored a 4 or 5 on the PARCC, which indicates the 
    student is on track for the next grade level and for success in college and career. 

PARCC Data for the 2016-17 School Year 



8    *Percentage represents those who scored a 4 or 5 on the PARCC, which indicates the 
    student is on track for the next grade level and for success in college and career.   

PARCC Data for the 2016-17 School Year  



9      

Dual Language Learner (DLL):  children from birth to age 8 who are learning 
their native language in addition to at least one other language. 

English Learner:  students from ages 3-21 who are eligible for English language 
development support through a school’s language instruction educational 
program 

Newcomer: students new to both the American school system and the English 
language 

Students with (Limited) Interrupted Formal Education (S(L)IFE):  English 
learners who, due to significant gaps in their education, typically need to acquire 
basic literacy and numeracy skills and gain familiarity with content concepts.  

Nomenclature 
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Long-term ELs: students who have been in a language instruction educational 
program for the majority of their schooling. 

 

Reclassified ELs:  students who exited the language instruction educational 
program within the last four years. 

 

Ever-ELs:  a term referring to students who were English learners at any time in 
their elementary and/or secondary schooling.  

 

Dually-identified Learners:  students who are English learners with an identified 
disability.   

Nomenclature Continued 



Language Instruction 
Educational Program 
Requirements 
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Outcome:  Segregation of EL students in public schools comes to an end.  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Mendez v. Westminster School District 



 

Outcomes: 

• Potential student identification 

• Language instruction educational program placement 

• Language assessment 

• Achievement data  

 

The points above are the foundation of the “Lau 
Remedies”, a set of guidelines for assessing language 
instruction education program compliance 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lau v. Nichols 
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Outcome: 
 

Castañeda test for English language acquisition programs: 

 

Programs are required to be  

(1) based on sound educational theory,  

(2) effectively implemented with sufficient resources, and  

(3) evaluated and proven to be effective. 

 
 

 

 

 

Castañeda v. Pickard 
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Outcome: 

Immigrant and undocumented children can receive 
access to a free and public education.  

 

 

Plyler v. Doe 
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On Jan. 7, 2015, the U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil 
Rights (OCR) and the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) released a 
joint guidance titled “Dear Colleague Letter: English Learner 
Students and Limited English Proficient Parents.”  

 

The letter outlines the legal obligations of state and local education 
agencies to English learner (EL) students under civil rights laws and 
other federal requirements.  

 

The guidance can be found on OCR’s resource page on the 
Department‘s website: 
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-el-201501.pdf . 

 

. 

Dear Colleague Letter 

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-el-201501.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-el-201501.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-el-201501.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-el-201501.pdf
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-el-201501.pdf
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“SEAs and school districts must ensure that all EL students who 
may have a disability, like all other students who may have a 
disability and need services under IDEA or Section 504, are located, 
identified, and evaluated for special education and disability-
related services in a timely manner.  
 

When conducting such evaluations, school districts must consider 
the English language proficiency of EL students in determining the 
appropriate assessments and other evaluation materials to be 
used.  
 

School districts must not identify or determine that EL students are 
students with disabilities because of their limited English language 
proficiency.” 

Dear Colleague Letter 

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-el-201501.pdf 
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“School districts must provide EL students with disabilities with 
both the language assistance and disability-related services to 
which they are entitled under federal law.  
 

 

 

Districts must also inform a parent of an EL student with an 
individualized education program (IEP) how the language 
instruction education program meets the objectives of the child’s 
IEP.” 
 

Dear Colleague Letter 

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-el-201501.pdf 
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“A school district must ensure that assessments and other 
evaluation materials used to evaluate a child with a disability are 
‘provided and administered in the child’s native language or other 
mode of communication and in the form most likely to yield 
accurate information on what the child knows and can do 
academically, developmentally, and functionally, unless it is clearly 
not feasible to so provide or administer.’ ” 

 

“A student cannot be determined to be a child with a disability if 
the ‘determinant factor’ is limited English proficiency and if the 
students does not otherwise meet the definition of a ‘child with a 
disability’ under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA).” 

 

 

 
 

Dear Colleague Letter 

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-el-201501.pdf 
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• Policies whereby students who should be dually-enrolled, but 
must chose either special education or EL services are not 
permitted. 

 

• Delaying disability evaluations based on EL status is not 
permitted. 

 

• IEP teams must consider the language needs of an EL when 
developing an IEP.  To this end, the team should include a 
member with expertise in second language acquisition. 

 

 

 
 

Dear Colleague Letter 

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-el-201501.pdf 



Resources 
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The Elementary and Secondary Education Act 

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/index.html 

 

Office of English Language Acquisition, Language Enhancement and Academic 
Achievement for Limited English Proficient Students (OELA) 

http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/index.html 

 

Office of Civil Rights 

http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/index.html 

 

Office of Civil Rights: Policy Update on Schools’ Obligations Toward National 
Origin Minority Students With Limited-English Proficiency 

http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/lau1991.html  

Federal Resources 

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oela/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/index.html
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/lau1991.html
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/lau1991.html
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OSSE’s EL Guidebook version 2.0 is available for download here: 
https://osse.dc.gov/publication/delivering-education-services-
english-learners-guidebook-administrators-instructional! 

 

EL POC Monthly Webinars broadcast the second Thursday of every 
month through May 2018, 2 – 3 p.m.  The next webinar is today. 

 

English Language Acquisition 103 workshop at OSEE on Mar. 15 and 
19, 2018. 

 

On-site technical assistance and EL program support is available! 
Email Anika.Harris@dc.gov for information. 

OSSE Resources 

https://osse.dc.gov/publication/delivering-education-services-english-learners-guidebook-administrators-instructional
https://osse.dc.gov/publication/delivering-education-services-english-learners-guidebook-administrators-instructional
https://osse.dc.gov/publication/delivering-education-services-english-learners-guidebook-administrators-instructional
https://osse.dc.gov/publication/delivering-education-services-english-learners-guidebook-administrators-instructional
https://osse.dc.gov/publication/delivering-education-services-english-learners-guidebook-administrators-instructional
https://osse.dc.gov/publication/delivering-education-services-english-learners-guidebook-administrators-instructional
https://osse.dc.gov/publication/delivering-education-services-english-learners-guidebook-administrators-instructional
https://osse.dc.gov/publication/delivering-education-services-english-learners-guidebook-administrators-instructional
https://osse.dc.gov/publication/delivering-education-services-english-learners-guidebook-administrators-instructional
https://osse.dc.gov/publication/delivering-education-services-english-learners-guidebook-administrators-instructional
https://osse.dc.gov/publication/delivering-education-services-english-learners-guidebook-administrators-instructional
https://osse.dc.gov/publication/delivering-education-services-english-learners-guidebook-administrators-instructional
https://osse.dc.gov/publication/delivering-education-services-english-learners-guidebook-administrators-instructional
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https://osse.dc.gov/publication/delivering-education-services-english-learners-guidebook-administrators-instructional
https://osse.dc.gov/publication/delivering-education-services-english-learners-guidebook-administrators-instructional
https://osse.dc.gov/publication/delivering-education-services-english-learners-guidebook-administrators-instructional
mailto:Anika.Harris@dc.gov


24 

 



25 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ohr.dc.gov/service/language-access-program-information-portal  

DC Language Access Act 

https://ohr.dc.gov/service/language-access-program-information-portal
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https://ohr.dc.gov/service/language-access-program-information-portal
https://ohr.dc.gov/service/language-access-program-information-portal
https://ohr.dc.gov/service/language-access-program-information-portal


Thank you! 


