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SCHOOL WITHOUT WALLS HIGH SCHOOL

2025 DC Teacher of the Year

Christopher Alberts is the director of performing arts 
and a music educator at School Without Walls High 
School in Washington, DC, where he teaches orchestra, 
jazz ensemble, stage band, general music, and digital 
music production. He holds a bachelor of music in 
music education from Howard University and a master 
of arts in teaching. He is a four-time Grammy Music 
Educator Award nominee. Alberts is deeply committed 
to meeting students where they are and guiding them 
toward their full potential. 

He believes in pushing students beyond their perceived 
limits by creating joyful, challenging, and culturally 
meaningful learning environments. His teaching 
philosophy centers on access, equity, and the belief 
that music is a bridge to confidence, community, and 
deeper learning. Under his direction, students have 
performed across the globe, in China, Brazil, and Spain, 
not just as performers, but as cultural ambassadors. 
These international exchanges have included student-
led workshops, peer-to-peer performances, and 
collaborations with local youth ensembles, giving 
students powerful, life-changing opportunities to 
connect through music and build global understanding. 

Left to right: DC Teachers of the Year- Alejandro Diasgranados (2021), Dominique 
Foster (2022), Beth Barkley (2024), Jermar Rountree (2023), and Topher Kandi (2016)

Alberts is known for his collaborative spirit, working closely 
with fellow educators, families, and community partners to 
integrate the arts into every facet of school life. Whether 
composing original music, curating interdisciplinary 
concerts, or leading cultural exchange trips, he strives to 
create experiences that empower students to grow, lead, 
and dream big through the arts. He is a life member of Phi 
Mu Alpha Sinfonia and a proud member of Phi Beta Sigma 
Fraternity, Inc.
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OSSE PRESS CONTACT:

DC TEACHER OF THE YEAR PROGRAM 

As the state education agency, the Office of the State 
Superintendent of Education (OSSE) administers the DC 
Teacher of the Year award. The prestigious honor comes with a 
$7,500 prize for personal use and a $5,000 stipend to support 
professional development opportunities during the year. OSSE 
annually selects a teacher from a DCPS or public charter school 
who demonstrates expertise in their craft across three key areas: 
accelerated growth for all students; leadership beyond the 
classroom by partnering with colleagues, students, families and 
communities to support innovation in teaching and learning; 
and championing the teaching profession.  

The DC Teacher of the Year program celebrates the city’s most 
inspiring educators—those who spark a love for learning, drive 
exceptional student success, and lead beyond the classroom. 
These trailblazers connect with colleagues, students, families, 
and communities, championing innovative teaching that 
elevates the profession. 

Each winner represents DC in the prestigious National Teacher 
of the Year program administered by the Council of Chief State 
School Officers (CCSSO). 

Since 2021, three DC educators have made the national 
spotlight: Alejandro Diasgranados (2021), Jermar Rountree 
(2023), Jazzmyne Townsend (2025) have all been recognized for 
their transformative impact and passion.  

2026 DC TEACHER OF THE YEAR FINALISTS

In addition to naming a DC Teacher of the Year,  
OSSE also named two finalists:

Prior to serving as state superintendent, Dr. Mitchell was the Assistant Superintendent 
of Postsecondary and Career Education at OSSE. In that role, she oversaw college 
readiness and financial assistance, adult literacy and youth reengagement, and career 
and technical education.

Dr. Mitchell previously served as dean of the School of Education at Trinity Washington 
University. Prior to her work at Trinity, she was the vice president for unit accreditation 
with the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE). Dr. Mitchell 
has also served as a research associate in the Education Policy Center at the Urban 
Institute, a non-profit research group in Washington, DC. She began her career as 
a secondary social studies teacher at Hine Jr. High School in Washington, DC. Dr. 
Mitchell holds a doctorate and master’s degree in education from the University of 
California, Berkeley. She holds a bachelor’s degree in political science from Columbia 
College, Columbia University. She is a former Holmes Group Scholar and Institute for 
Educational Leadership Fellow.

Ms. Kiara McCalvin, a French 
language teacher at Howard 
University Middle School of 
Mathematics and Science. 
Ms. McCalvin is recognized 
for her exceptional and 
unique contributions to her 
school, including providing 
study abroad and cultural 
experiences for her students. 

Mr. Chris Gleditsch, a US 
Government and History 
teacher at KIPP DC: College 
Preparatory High School. Mr. 
Gleditsch is recognized for his 
commitment to his students 
and his efforts to encourage 
advocacy and civic engagement 
beyond his classroom.
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