WIDA ACCESS™" Standard Setting

Frequently Asked Questions about the 2026 WIDA ACCESS Standard Setting,
Answered by the Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE)

What is a standard setting?

A standard setting is the convening of a group of experts who determine the proficiency levels
and establish cut scores for an assessment. Cut scores are the range of scale scores that
describe the expectations of a proficiency level. A standard setting must occur after the first
administration of a new or revised assessment to determine scoring.

Why does there need to be a standard
setting?

Whenever there is a change to an assessment’s measurement and scoring, a standard setting
must be conducted. The WIDA Consortium implemented changes to both WIDA ACCESS for
Kindergarten and WIDA ACCESS to better incorporate the WIDA ELD Standards Framework,
2020 and ensure the assessments continue to best measure students’ English language
development. These changes directly affected the assessments’ scoring and, consequently, a
standard setting will be held in July 28 — 31, 2026.

How does standard setting affect DC
LEAs, educators, and students?

The effects of standard setting will occur in a series of steps, but several of these steps will
require little to no action for LEAs, educators, and students.

1) WIDA releases reports with the new scale scores and existing proficiency levels in
Spring 2026. For DC educators and students, there are no direct impacts for the
2025-26 school year. Since OSSE calculates ACCESS Growth for Report Card and
Accountability using proficiency levels and the exit criteria is determined by
proficiency levels, OSSE will continue to use the existing proficiency levels until the
new proficiency levels are validated. The 2025-26 WIDA ACCESS composite
proficiency levels will be used to make decisions about the 2026-27 school year, such
as determining if a student will exit EL services, for classroom placement, and to
calculate ACCESS Growth for Report Card and Accountability. The growth targets will
be the same as prior years.

2) At the conclusion of the standard setting, the new proficiency levels will be validated
by several experts and reports will be distributed to OSSE. These reports are provided
as a reference and no action is required by the LEA. Beginning with the 2026-27
administration of WIDA ACCESS, score reporting will use the new proficiency levels.

3) Inthe fall of 2026, OSSE will receive additional data and reports. Once OSSE receives
the new scores and data, internal analyses will be conducted to ensure the new
scoring is consistent with previous expectations. OSSE will provide further guidance
on any changes to exit criteria or accountability once the new proficiency levels and
reports are received.

Can OSSE tell us if there will be changes
for the 2026-27 exit criteria and
growth?

OSSE cannot predict that any changes to exit criteria or accountability will occur until the
standard setting concludes and final reports are shared. If internal analyses suggest a change
to exit criteria or accountability, OSSE will seek input from various groups, including the State
Title Il Advisory Committee, Next Generation Assessment (NGA) meeting attendees, LEA Data
Managers, LEA English learner (EL) Coordinators and teachers, and LEA Heads of School.
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