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• Discuss the features of each of the different WIDA ACCESS suite of assessments.

• Describe the WIDA Secure Portal training requirements and preparation.

• Identify the purpose of the WIDA Accessibility and Accommodations Framework.

• Explain the Pre-ID Quickbase Application.

• Explain the technology basics for WIDA ACCESS.

• Explain test administration planning, monitoring, and materials management.

Objectives
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• What is WIDA?

▪ WIDA is an organization housed within the University of 
Wisconsin School of Education.

▪ WIDA is a consortium that is made up of 41 US states, 
territories, and education agencies.

▪ WIDA provides a comprehensive approach to supporting, 
teaching, and assessing multilingual learners.

WIDA ACCESS Trivia
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About WIDA ACCESS
WIDA ACCESS is a suite of secure, large-scale English language proficiency assessments for 
kindergarten through grade 12 students who have been identified as English learners (ELs). It is 
anchored in the WIDA English Language Development Standards Framework.

https://wida.wisc.edu/teach/standards/eld


WIDA Assessment Suite
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WIDA ACCESS Assessment Suite

WIDA ACCESS

WIDA ACCESS 
for 

Kindergarten

WIDA ACCESS 
Online

WIDA ACCESS 
Paper

WIDA Alternate 
ACCESS

For more information, visit the WIDA website.

Kindergarten students Students grades 1-12 Students with significant 

cognitive disabilities
Students grades 1-12

https://wida.wisc.edu/assess
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Overview of WIDA ACCESS Online

Grade-level 
clusters

The WIDA ACCESS online is an adaptive test. Listening and 
Reading test performance determines a student’s 
placement in the Speaking and Writing domains.

It is recommended that students take the Listening test first, 
followed by the Reading test. However, Listening and 
Reading can be administered in either order, followed by 
Speaking and Writing.
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Overview of WIDA ACCESS Paper

Listening, Reading, and 
Writing Grade-Level Clusters

Speaking Grade-Level 
Clusters

WIDA ACCESS Paper is a semi-adaptive test 
based on Tier assignment, Tier A and Tier B/C.

The recommended order of the domains 
follows the test administrator script.
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WIDA ACCESS Paper Tier Placement
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Overview of WIDA ACCESS for Kindergarten

Recommended order 
of administration

Features of WIDA ACCESS for Kindergarten

• Administered on paper

• Administered 1:1

• Has unique training on WIDA Secure 
Portal

https://portal.wida.us/
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Overview of WIDA Alternate ACCESS

Grade-level clusters

Recommended Domain Order of 
Administration

Features of WIDA Alternate ACCESS

• Administered on paper

• Administered 1:1

• Has unique training on WIDA Secure 
Portal

• Students must be approved in grades 3-
12. Students in K-2 may be administered 
Alternate ACCESS at the LEA's discretion.

https://portal.wida.us/
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A Quick Check

1. For most WIDA ACCESS 

assessments, which domains must be 

given first?

2. Which WIDA ACCESS assessment 

will a newly arrived seventh-grade 

student take?

3. When will a student take the Writing 

domain on paper generally?

4. At which proficiency level is there an 

overlap between Tier A and Tier B/C?

a) When they are in grades 1-3

b) Listening and Reading

c) WIDA ACCESS Online

d) Proficiency Level 3



WIDA Accessibility and Accommodations
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WIDA Accessibility and Accommodations Framework

WIDA’s assessments are rooted in the following 
understandings:

• ELs have diverse learning needs and styles.

• All ELs are capable of making progress toward 
English language proficiency.

• To effectively collaborate on content-related, 
grade-appropriate tasks, ELs must acquire 
discipline-specific language practices so that 
they can interpret and produce context-
appropriate language and fully participate in 
academic contexts.
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WIDA ACCESS Accommodations

• Accommodations are changes to materials or testing procedures. They do not change 
what a test measures.

• The following features alter the set of knowledge, skills, and abilities. While they might 
be useful for classroom instruction, they are never allowed during test administration:

▪ Reading aloud items on the Reading domain test

▪ Providing oral or written translation of items into a language other than English

▪ Signing items, passages, or response options

▪ Allowing use of a bilingual word-to-word dictionary

▪ Allowing testing over multiple days

For more information, consult OSSE’s Testing Accommodations Guide and WIDA ‘s Accessibility and 
Accommodations Manual

http://chrome-extension:/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/service_content/attachments/2023-24%20OSSE%20Testing%20Accommodations%20Guide_0.pdf
http://chrome-extension:/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/wida.wisc.edu/sites/default/files/resource/Accessibility-Accommodations-Manual.pdf
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This exemption is available to students who are unable to access all domains of the assessment due 
to their disability. This policy provides a pathway for this small population of students to demonstrate 
proficiency and exit EL services.

A student may be exempted from a particular domain test and have an assigned score when all five
of the following criteria are met:

1. The student has an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) or Section 504 Plan that lists the 
accommodation(s) used by the student;

2. The student’s disability status and nature of disability have been documented in Power School 
Special Programs (PSSP);

3. The OSSE Assessment Specialist applies a “Do Not Score” code of “SPD” on the WIDA ACCESS 
test;

4. The student did not participate in a domain test because they met a test exemption criterion;
5. The student was approved by OSSE for the exemption using the Domain Exemption Request Form.

To qualify for the exemption, the school principal, principal’s designee, or assessment coordinator 
must complete and upload the Domain Exemption Request Form into the OSSE Support Tool. The 
form must be completed a minimum of four weeks prior to test administration. 

Less Than Four Domains Exemption

https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/service_content/attachments/2024-25%20ACCESS%20Less%20Than%20Four%20Domains%20Policy_FINAL%20.pdf
https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/service_content/attachments/ACCESS%20Domain%20Exemption%20Request%20Form_11.2025.pdf
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Q: Who are the candidates for domain exemption?

A: Candidates for domain exemption are ELs with a documented disability that does not allow them 
to engage with the domain, even with available accommodations.

Q: Can a student who has a read aloud accommodation be exempted from the Reading domain?

A: A student may be exempted from the Reading domain if their IEP or Section 504 Plan clearly 
documents their disability solely prevents them from accessing the domain. In most cases, students 
with read aloud as an accommodation can participate in the Reading domain.

Q: What is the exit criteria for a student who is granted domain exemption?

A: The exemption allows for a calculation of a composite score.  Therefore, the current exit criteria 
applies to all ELs, including those with a domain exemption. 

Less Than Four Domains Exemption
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Let’s take a quick break and pause for any questions. Please type your questions into the 
chat. We will voice them over and answer them.

A Quick Pause



The Pre-ID File 
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• The Pre-ID Assessment Quickbase application is roster of students currently identified as EL in OSSE’s 
system

• The Pre-ID process confirms the students who will be testing, demographic identifiers, and ACCESS-
specific accommodations. 

• LEA ACCESS Coordinators must confirm student rosters and complete certain demographic fields in 
Quickbase. These demographic fields are:

▪ US School Information

▪ Language Instruction Education Program (LIEP) Classification

▪ Accommodations, if the student has a current IEP

▪ Test Format

▪ Online or Paper

▪ WIDA Alternate ACCESS

• The roster may be edited by individual students or by a file upload. 

• The Pre-ID File Submission is due by 5 p.m. on Friday,  Dec. 12.

Pre-ID File Submission

https://octo.quickbase.com/nav/app/bjdxurkiu/action/appoverview
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Pre-ID File Submission: Instructions

How to 

edit 

records
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Pre-ID File Submission: Individual Student Records

• Edits to students’ records may be made individually either by searching for the student or in the 
student roster grid.

• In the All Students Report, select a student and click the edit icon, the pencil. Once the student’s 
page opens, make the necessary changes. When all edits have been made, select Completed and 
save.

• The Roster of Completed Pre-ID Files will display Completed.
• The Pre-ID Status (Pie Chart) will display the proportion of complete records.
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Pre-ID File Submission – Bulk Upload

• Bulk edits may be made using the template. 
• To use the template, click the Download Template button. 
• Save the template to your computer.
• When student information is complete in the template, click the Upload button in the Pre-ID 

Application. Confirm School Year 2025-26 is displayed.
• To confirm that the file was correctly uploaded, click View Uploaded File.



1/7/2026 24

The Pre-ID Submission must be completed before the first day of testing. 

A Quick Check: True or False
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• WIDA ACCESS initial materials order is determined by the roster uploaded to the Pre-ID 
Quickbase app and shipped using the contact information in the Site-ID file.

• Materials arrive in bright yellow boxes.

• WIDA ACCESS is a secure test. Store all test material where only the appropriate staff 
can access it and keep all test material under supervision throughout the testing 
window.

• Any breaches of test security can invalidate student scores.

Site ID File + Pre-ID File = Materials!
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• Receiving Test Materials

▪ Test materials are delivered before the start of the testing window.

▪ All materials are shipped securely and must be signed upon delivery.

▪ Save your boxes and the enclosed shipping labels. Use the boxes to return materials when you 
finish testing. 

• Inventorying Test Materials

▪ Use the Packing List and Security Checklist to inventory materials upon delivery.

▪ Report any discrepancies to DRC Customer Service.

▪ Track the location of all secure test materials at all times using the

security barcodes.

Site ID File + Pre-ID File = Materials!
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• Making Test Booklets

▪ Correct and complete information is critical, not only to individual students, schools and 
districts, but also to the field of language testing. 

▪ It is important to make sure the demographic information in the booklet matches the 
demographic information in the student record in WIDA AMS.

• Test Booklet Labels

▪ Please labels only in the box indicated on the front cover of a test booklet.

▪ The Pre-ID label will always be processed instead of student 

demographic information completed on a booklet.

Site ID File + Pre-ID File = Materials!
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• Preparing Materials for Return

▪ To ensure correct processing and on-time test scores, inventory and review all test materials 
before you return them.

▪ Confirm that every booklet that contains student responses has a Pre-ID or District/School label.

▪ Confirm that every booklet with a District/School label has student demographic information 
filled in correctly on the front and back covers.

▪ Securely destroy all scratch paper.

• Shipping Materials

▪ All secure test materials must be returned by Friday, April 3, 2026.

Site ID File + Pre-ID File = Materials!

For important testing dates, visit the DC WIDA webpage.

https://wida.wisc.edu/about/consortium/dc


Roles, Responsibilities, and Resources for WIDA ACCESS 
Administration
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Roles, Responsibilities, and Resources for WIDA ACCESS 
Administration

• The fundamental roles of WIDA 
ACCESS Administration are the LEA 
Test Coordinator, the School Test 
Coordinator, Test Administrators, and 
Technology Coordinators.

• Beginning in the 2025-26 school year, 
all WIDA Screener, WIDA Alternate 
Screener, WIDA ACCESS, and WIDA 
Alternate ACCESS test coordinators 
and test administrators must 
successfully complete the appropriate 
training(s) annually by passing the 
course quiz with at least an 80 
percent.



• Training courses include:

▪ Kindergarten ACCESS: Administration and 
Scoring

▪ Speaking for Grades 1-5: Scoring WIDA ACCESS 
Paper

▪ Speaking for Grades 6-12: Scoring WIDA 
ACCESS Paper

▪ WIDA ACCESS Online: Administration

▪ WIDA ACCESS Paper: Administration

▪ WIDA Alternate ACCESS: Administration and 
Scoring

• Use the WIDA Secure Portal to access test 
training manuals and resources, as well as 
Online Professional Learning modules.
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Roles, Responsibilities, and Resources for WIDA ACCESS 
Administration

WIDA Secure Portal: 

https://portal.wida.us/

https://portal.wida.us/


• OSSE will create accounts for LEAs. LEAs are 
responsible for creating School Test Coordinator 
(STC) and Test Administrator (TA) accounts.

• The Secure Portal is where LTCs can monitor 
training completion. 

• The Secure Portal houses all the manuals too.
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Roles, Responsibilities, and Resources for WIDA ACCESS 
Administration

WIDA Secure Portal: 

https://portal.wida.us/

https://portal.wida.us/


• WIDA AMS is managed by Data 
Recognition Corporation (DRC). Use 
WIDA AMS to order ACCESS materials, 
manage student information, test 
information, and find technology 
resources.
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Roles, Responsibilities, and Resources for WIDA ACCESS 
Administration

WIDA AMS: www.wida-ams.us

http://www.wida-ams.us/


▪ INSIGHT is the secure interface installed on 
each testing device. This software 
communicates with the DRC INSIGHT server 
to provide test questions to the test taker and 
to send responses to the DRC INSIGHT server, 
which stores them securely.

▪ On June 18, 2025, DRC provided information 
on preparing for the annual technology 
updates that took effect the evening of June 
26. As part of the annual technology updates, 
the DRC INSIGHT Chromebook application has 
transitioned from a Kiosk mode application to 
a Progressive Web Application (PWA). Districts 
had until July 31, 2025, to uninstall the Kiosk 
application and install the PWA application on 
their Chromebooks. After this date, students 
will be prevented from testing until 
installation is complete.
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Roles, Responsibilities, and Resources for WIDA ACCESS 
Administration

WIDA AMS: www.wida-ams.us

http://www.wida-ams.us/
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Let’s take a quick break and pause for any questions. Please type your questions into the 
chat. We will voice them over and answer them.

A Quick Pause
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Rachel.Knaizer@dc.gov
OSSE.Assessment@dc.gov

help@wida.wisc.edu
1-866-276-7735

WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com
1-855-787-9615 (TTY: 763-268-2889)

• Online accounts
• Participation and performance 

policy questions
• Accommodations
• Administration issues

• WIDA ACCESS suite of 
assessments

• Training and certification
• Content of Score Reports
• Standards and Can Do 

Descriptors

• Test materials ordering
• Returning test materials
• Viewing reports
• DRC Insight online software

Need Help?

mailto:Rachel.Knaizer@dc.gov
mailto:OSSE.Assessment@dc.gov
mailto:help@wida.wisc.edu
mailto:WIDA@datarecognitioncorp.com


What We’ve Done

• Discuss the features of each of the different 
WIDA ACCESS suite of assessments.

• Describe the WIDA Secure Portal training 
requirements and preparation.

• Identify the purpose of the WIDA Accessibility 
and Accommodations Framework.

• Explain the Pre-ID Application.

• Explain the technology basics for WIDA 
ACCESS.

• Explain test administration planning, 
monitoring, and materials management.

What’s Next

• Complete and track online modules.

• Join us for the TA Expectations Training 
on Wednesday, Jan. 14 from 1 – 2:30 
p.m.
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What We’ve Done and What’s Next



Thank You!
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