
 

 

November 7, 2025  

 

Dear Justin Lessek and Marcus Isaiah,  

 

This letter serves as the official notification of final findings from the Office of the State Superintendent’s 
(OSSE’s) test integrity investigations for the 2024-25 administration of the DC CAPE assessment at The 
Sojourner Truth PCS. Three findings were found. All findings included actions that are prohibited or 
constitute a test security violation. Upon review of all supplied evidence, OSSE will require the school take 
corrective actions for the next school year and has imposed sanctions. The details and context for these 
findings are below. 
 
Each year, OSSE reviews districtwide assessment administration to ensure the validity and reliability of 
the assessment results. As part of this process, OSSE reviews test security practices and data to ensure 
that the tests were administered with fidelity. OSSE takes breaches of test security very seriously, as 
violations of any nature can jeopardize confidence in the accuracy of our assessment results. At the same 
time, it is important to note that violations are intended to capture a broad range of issues in test 
administration and do not necessarily indicate wrongdoing or intentional misconduct. We appreciate the 
opportunity to work in partnership with Local Education Agencies (LEAs) to improve test integrity and we 
look forward to finding ways to better support LEAs in the future in this area. 
 
On May 2, 2025, OSSE received an Incident Report submitted by Marcus Isaiah stating that on April 30, 
2025, stating that 1 student did not receive correct accommodations for the assessment. On May 5, 2025, 
OSSE requested an audit of all students who may not have received correct accommodations, including 
those who received accommodations not on their IEP and those who did not receive accommodations on 
their IEP. On May 13, 2025, the school responded with a list of 23 students. OSSE responded on May 15, 
2025, requesting more details, such as student USI and proctor groups for each content area noted. The 
school replied on May 19, 2025.  
 
OSSE responded later that day requesting the following:  
“Please see the updated attachment in the Incident Report. Student contents highlighted in red will be 
reset once the following occurs: 
 
1) All students with accommodations must have their profiles updated to reflect their accommodations 
and remove and accommodation that is competing (selecting either Text to Speech OR Text to Speech 
with Graphics by content and moving students with "Students Read Assessment Aloud to themselves" to 
a 1:1 session OR removing the accommodation). Confirm in the Incident Report that all accommodations 
are updated. 
2) Pause testing for all students named in the report. One student with accommodations tested 5/16. 
3) Upload an updated schedule for the remainder of the week.  
 



 

  

Once confirmed OSSE will reset the student tests indicated. If any accommodations are ADDED please 
update the incident report to indicate which student and what accommodations, they received by 
content.” 
 
The school indicated on May 19 that accommodations were added, and profiles updated for all students. 
OSSE voided the necessary student tests and testing resumed on May 20 once a modified schedule was 
uploaded. 
 
 OSSE classifies findings from test integrity incidents in the following manner: 

• No findings: No evidence of test security violations, wrongdoing, or error   

• Minor: Minor misadministration errors (e.g., incomplete or missing test documents, 
inconsistencies in the application of administration procedures)  

• Moderate: Moderate misadministration errors (e.g., misinterpretation of requirements in the 
Test Coordinator/Administrator Manuals not related to test tampering or academic fraud; failure 
to report certain types of incidents; failure to distribute, collect, or refusal to sign Non-Disclosure 
Statements) 

• Significant: Substantiated isolated test security violations; test tampering or academic fraud (e.g., 
educator coaching; providing students with answers; allowing student use of calculators or other 
technology when prohibited) 

• Critical: Substantiated systemic test security violations; school- or LEA-led test tampering or 
academic fraud (e.g., school- or LEA-level coordination of educator coaching or test tampering; 
school-wide test fraud) 

 
 
OSSE has reviewed the results of the 2024-25 assessment post-administration investigations and 
determined the following findings for The Sojourner Truth PCS.  
 

Finding(s) Classification(s) 

Accommodation misadministration for multiple students in DC CAPE English 
Language Arts (ELA), DC CAPE Math and DC CAPE Science.  

Significant 

Failure to appropriately verify, track, report or resolve accommodation changes 
throughout the testing window for students with IEPs.  

Significant 

Accommodations provided to students who did not have those specific 
accommodations on their IEP. 

Significant 

 
Following the 2024-25 assessment post administration investigation, OSSE has issued formal sanctions in 
connection with the 2024-25 administration of DC CAPE at The Sojourner Truth PCS. Two students who 
received the ELA Text-to-Speech accommodation and were not eligible for that accommodation had their 
tests invalidated as of July 28, 2025. Moving forward, OSSE requires that the LEA participate in the OSSE 
Ambassador program for ongoing corrective action support for 2025-26 assessment administration. 
 
OSSE appreciates your partnership in this process. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact me at Stephanie.Snyder@dc.gov or (202) 765-7158.  
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Best,  
  

 
 
Stephanie Snyder 
Director of Assessments 
 


