OFFICE OF THE STATE
SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION

November 14, 2025
Hello Tyshawn Chisholm and Cameron Pooles,

This letter serves as the official notification of final findings from the Office of the State Superintendent’s
(OSSE’s) test integrity investigations for the 2024-25 administration of the DC CAPE assessment at Roots
PCS. Two significant and one moderate finding were found. All these findings included actions that are
prohibited or constitute a test security violation. Upon review of all supplied evidence, OSSE will not
impose sanctions. The details and context for these findings are below.

Each year, OSSE reviews districtwide assessment administration to ensure the validity and reliability of
the assessment results. As part of this process, OSSE reviews test security practices and data to ensure
that the tests were administered with fidelity. OSSE takes breaches of test security very seriously, as
violations of any nature can jeopardize confidence in the accuracy of our assessment results. At the same
time, it is important to note that violations are intended to capture a broad range of issues in test
administration and do not necessarily indicate intentional wrongdoing or misconduct. We appreciate the
opportunity to work in partnership with Local Education Agencies (LEAs) to improve test integrity and we
look forward to finding ways to better support LEAs in the future in this area.

On May 16, 2025, OSSE conducted a routine assessment administration monitoring visit at Roots PCS for
DC Science testing. The following was observed:

1. There is no School Test Security File.

2. There was not a system for the distribution of secure testing materials to test administrators.

3. Achain of custody form was not signed during the transfer of secure testing materials.

4. The test administrator did not document the testing start and end time on the wall for students
when the assessment began in any of the three testing rooms (Science.05.0T.R, Science.05.TA.R,
Science.05.BL.R). Note: An end time is not applicable for an extended time small group (groups:
Science.05.TA.R, Science.05.BL.R).

5. Anunnecessary interruption was observed (e.g., phone/bell ringing, announcements, background
noise) in the Library. A phone loudly rang during the test session.

6. The accommodations listed for the student were not being provided in the Library
(Science.05.BL.R). Per the DC CAPE assessment delivery and management platform (ADAM), the
student was to receive assistive technology- non screen reader. The student did not receive this
accommodation.

7. The accommodations listed for the student were not being consistently provided in the
Conference Rm. (Science.05.TA.R). Per ADAM, the student was to receive human scribe. The
student did not receive this accommodation as they were observed entering responses on the
computer device. In an instance where the student responded "l don't understand the passage or
the questions," the test administrator (TA) first scribed on notebook paper then typed using the
student's device.

8. Secure materials were not kept in a secure location after testing concluded. TA T. Anthony,
returned materials to the front desk and they were collected by unauthorized personnel. TA B.
Laichena, did not return materials at the conclusion of the test session.

9. In the conference room (Science.05.TA.R), TA T. Anthony read the test items aloud from the
student's computer screen. This student does not have human reader assigned in ADAM, and
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10.

11.

12.

13.

does not have the Read Aloud for Non-ELA/Literary Assessments accommodation selected on
their IEP. As such, the following prohibited actions were observed: Reviewing, reading, or looking
at test items or student responses before, during, or after administering the Districtwide
assessment, unless specifically permitted in the test administrator's manual; Altering the test
procedures stated in the formal instructions accompanying the Districtwide assessments.

In the Library (Science.05.BL.R), TA B. Laichena read the test items aloud from the student's
computer screen. This student has the accommodation of have human reader on their Individual
Education Plan (IEP) but does not have it assigned in ADAM. As such, the following prohibited
actions were observed: Reviewing, reading, or looking at test items or student responses before,
during, or after administering the Districtwide assessment, unless specifically permitted in the
test administrator's manual; Altering the test procedures stated in the formal instructions
accompanying the Districtwide assessments.

In the Library (Science.05.BL.R), TA B. Laichena stated " Ok | want you to listen carefully....this is
an image, I'll scroll down, this is another image- this is the figure we're talking about in the
question. | will read the question again." A such, the following prohibited action was observed:
Assisting students in any way with answers to test questions using verbal or nonverbal cues
before, during, or after administering the assessment.

Upon review of the assigned accommodations within ADAM and those reported in OSSE Special
Programs, there is a misalignment not only for DC Science, but also DC ELA and DC Math.

TA T. Anthony and TA B. Laichena were observed scribing on notebook paper during test
administration. It is unclear what the notes contained or if these handwritten notes were
submitted as secure materials.

Based on the above monitoring observation, OSSE responded on May 19, 2025, at 7:10 am required a
Fact-Finding Inquiry addressing the following:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

Please confirm there is a Test Security File. To do so navigate to https://osse.dc.gov/service/test-
security-and-test-integrity-information-and-documents and open "Test Security File Checklist".
Print or have ready the indicated items.

Confirm the process for distribution of secure materials as detailed in the approved DC CAPE
School Test Security Plan. Why was the distribution, including signing the Chain-of-Custody, not
followed on 5/16/2025? Why was materials collection not followed on 5/16/2025?

Confirm that all TAs and Authorized Personnel have been trained in Test Security, as confirmed in
your approved School Test Security Plan, on all areas including and not limited to following the TA
Manual verbatim and following all directives like writing the start time on the board (all students)
and end time (students without extended time accommodations).

Please indicate what training for accommodations occurred so that all TAs were aware of the
specific, legally required accommodations for each student and how to administer them.

Upload the Statewide accommodations page of each student's IEP in a testing grade at Roots PCS.

Testing must be paused for all students with accommodations until OSSE confirms you may resume.
Starting today, appropriate materials distribution, including signing of the chain-of-custody, materials
collection, and adherence to the TA manual must occur for all general education students or testing
may NOT resume.

OFFICE OF THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION

1050 First Street NE, Washington, DC 20002
(202) 727-6436 TTY:711 | osse.dc.gov



The school responded on May 20, 2025 with incomplete information. OSSE responded on May 21, 2025
indicating what was missing. The school responded later that day and OSSE required a Plan to Improve
addressing the following:

1) Please see attachment four in the Incident Report "Roots PCS Accommodation Audit
5/21". Note the misalignment between indicated accommodations in ADAM and what
appears on student's IEPs. Update accommodations in ADAM. Confirm with OSSE via the
"LEA Response" section that all accommodations are updated appropriately. It is noted
that student BW does not have accommodations so the previous request to upload their
accommodations can be disregarded.

2) Two students have paper-based materials on their IEPs. The window for paper-based
testing ended on 5/16. The school must complete the accommodation refusal form with
the family of the student and file it appropriately. OSSE will email this form to the school
principal.

3) OSSE will email the school principal Appendix C which details the Scribe Accommodation.
Please ensure the appropriate TAs are trained in this accommodation. Confirm with OSSE
via the "LEA Response" section that all scribe accommodation were re-trained
appropriately.

4) As noted previously, upload all training materials for Test Security and Accommodations
training conducted by the school. If no documents or materials exist, please note that via
the "LEA Response" section.

The school responded on May 22, 2025, with incomplete information. OSSE clarified what was missing.
The school provided complete information at 12:25 pm on May 22, 2025. OSSE responded and confirmed
testing can resume and an updated Test Schedule must be uploaded. The updated Test Schedule was
never uploaded.

OSSE classifies findings from test integrity incidents in the following manner:

No findings: No evidence of test security violations, wrongdoing, or error

Minor: Minor misadministration errors (e.g., incomplete or missing test documents,
inconsistencies in the application of administration procedures)

Moderate: Moderate misadministration errors (e.g., misinterpretation of requirements in the
Test Coordinator/Administrator Manuals not related to test tampering or academic fraud; failure
to report certain types of incidents; failure to distribute, collect, or refusal to sign Non-Disclosure
Statements)

Significant: Substantiated isolated test security violations; test tampering or academic fraud (e.g.,
educator coaching; providing students with answers; allowing student use of calculators or other
technology when prohibited)

Critical: Substantiated systemic test security violations; school- or LEA-led test tampering or
academic fraud (e.g., school- or LEA-level coordination of educator coaching or test tampering;
school-wide test fraud)

OSSE has reviewed the results of the 2024-25 assessment post-administration investigations and
determined the following findings for Roots PCS.
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testing.

Finding(s) Classification(s)
Failure to ensure all Authorized Personnel were appropriately trained | Significant
before test administration.

Accommodation misadministration for multiple students with IEPs. Significant
Failure to report test security irregularities and incidents per the school- | Significant
submitted and LEA/OSSE approved process.

Failure to complete all necessary tasks required by OSSE before restarting | Moderate

Following the 2024-25 assessment post administration investigation, OSSE has not issued formal sanctions
in connection with the 2024-25 administration of DC CAPE at Roots PCS. OSSE requires that the LEA
participate in the OSSE Ambassador program for ongoing corrective action support for 2025-26

assessment administration.

OSSE appreciates your partnership in this process. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to

contact me at Stephanie.Snyder@dc.gov or (202) 765-7158.

Best,

Stephanie Snyder
Director of Assessments
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