
 

February 5–12, 2015 

 

>>>Learn More 

District Highlights 

● DC Council to consider banning suspensions of preschoolers 
● Mayor Muriel Bowser to visit MLK elementary for Black History Month 
● University for Life? Council member proposes renaming UDC after Marion Barry 
● Should GED lead to a diploma? District considers changing policy to help outcomes 
● OSSE Parent and Community Conversations  

 

Getting Ready to Knock It Out of the PARCC: NGA Tips and Resources  

● Resources for Schools 

○ NGA Ambassador Information 

○ 2015 DC State Test Security Guidelines (UPDATED) 
● Resources for Parents/Community 

○ SAVE THE DATE: OSSE Parent and Community Conversations (PARCC)  
○ Want to see PARCC items in action?  

○ Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) Ideas for Parents 
○ Guide to the New PARCC Assessment (For Parents) 

>>>Learn more 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fservice%2Fdc-state-assessments-new&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEzl-HCA5CftlvPsyZSJi7WZAb8tw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwtop.com%2Fdc%2F2015%2F02%2Fdc-council-consider-banning-suspensions-preschoolers%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGtTIOIlc0Q8436WaVOAyU8N_OdhQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwtop.com%2Fdc%2F2015%2F02%2Fbowser-to-visit-mlk-elementary-for-black-history-month%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEujVZ_uGxm5WCyTw5AhN63aKdLcw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Fnews%2Fgrade-point%2Fwp%2F2015%2F02%2F03%2Funiversity-for-life-council-member-proposes-renaming-udc-after-marion-barry%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEjyKF6rJYLc_f4HnCHm2JFG5Gw7A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Flocal%2Feducation%2Fshould-ged-lead-to-a-diploma-district-considers-changing-policy-to-help-outcomes%2F2015%2F01%2F31%2Fd339167c-a7d2-11e4-a06b-9df2002b86a0_story.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFnW1veAJyBvWdNi-LhGm62SPwfhA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdc%2Fsites%2Fosse%2Fpublication%2Fattachments%2FOSSE%2520Parent%2520and%2520Community%2520Conversation_1.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHlMxLFn4RKlcE_zV8D9EJii8HOfQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Flocal%2Feducation%2Fshould-ged-lead-to-a-diploma-district-considers-changing-policy-to-help-outcomes%2F2015%2F01%2F31%2Fd339167c-a7d2-11e4-a06b-9df2002b86a0_story.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFnW1veAJyBvWdNi-LhGm62SPwfhA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fpage%2Fosse-next-generation-assessment-nga-ambassador-initiative&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGDNXS8ibQyEv1JLRXWRwBkTeUT0A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdc%2Fsites%2Fosse%2Fpublication%2Fattachments%2FDC%2520State%2520Test%2520Security%2520Guidelines%2520-%25202015.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEvOfrXbCWap1njquVVTNYI8C0K9w
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fservice%2Felementary-secondary-education-act-esea%23SBOE-OSSE&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGPEygbUBdWSACtEjwNXAQASrTCzw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.washingtonpost.com%2Flocal%2Feducation%2Fshould-ged-lead-to-a-diploma-district-considers-changing-policy-to-help-outcomes%2F2015%2F01%2F31%2Fd339167c-a7d2-11e4-a06b-9df2002b86a0_story.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFnW1veAJyBvWdNi-LhGm62SPwfhA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fparcc.pearson.com%2Fpractice-tests%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHMqdhtbDUpA6MeSvsgpQXGj6zuYw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdc%2Fsites%2Fosse%2Fpublication%2Fattachments%2FNGSS_Editorial_101614.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFMQ6ffusSnnZtBH70eZ8cXDMkvEQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fdc%2Fsites%2Fosse%2Fpublication%2Fattachments%2FPARCC%2520Parent%2520Guide_FINAL_082914.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFmmVWPTJhEXqyNsrahQ40Ib-JxZw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fservice%2Fdc-state-assessments-new&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEzl-HCA5CftlvPsyZSJi7WZAb8tw


 

Important Dates and Deadlines 

Dates 

● 2015 DC Assessment Timeline (NEW) 
● 2/5: National Girls and Women in Sports Day 
● 2/5: Accountability Working Group Session 1: Introduction and Metrics 
● 2/5: Equitable Access to Excellent Educators Working Group 
● 2/19: PARCC/CCSS Mathematics Professional Development Series 
● 2/19: NGSS 1.0: Introducing the Next Generation Science Standards for LEAs and School Leaders 
● 2/23: School Wellness Team Training 

 

>>>View the OSSE calendar 

 

Deadlines 

● 2/17: Healthy Schools Act School Health Profile Due  

● 2/17: Request For Applications for the 2015 CTE Certification Program 

● 2/23: Request For Applications for the 2015 DC Career Academy Network (DC-CAN) 

● 2/26: PARCC/CCSS Mathematics Professional Development Series 

● 4/1: PAEMST 2015 Award Nominations Open 

Announcements 

New 

LEAs Must Submit the Names of Non-resident Students 

This is a reminder that all non-resident students who attend public schools in the District of Columbia are 

required to pay tuition. OSSE now manages tuition collection for all public schools in DC. In addition, OSSE now 

collects all tuition from non-resident students. A school’s wait list must be vetted prior to non-resident 

consideration.  If you have not done so, please send a list of all non-resident students to rhonda.baylor@dc.gov 

immediately. Please include each student’s parental contact information (name, email, home address, and 

telephone number). Ms. Baylor may also be reached at 202-741-5993. 

Report Residency Fraud 

LEAs are responsible for reporting all cases of suspected residency fraud. Tips may be reported through the 

Residency Fraud Prevention Hotline at 202-719-6500. Tips may also be submitted through the DC Residency 

Fraud Online Submission Form. Should you have further questions, please send an email to 

rhonda.baylor@dc.gov or call 202-741-5993. 

 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fservice%2Fdc-state-assessments-new&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEzl-HCA5CftlvPsyZSJi7WZAb8tw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcsaasports.org%2Fthe-district-celebrates-national-girls-women-in-sports-day%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEF2aCzghhtPP01pK1r15qxiKjGHQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Faccountability-working-group-session-1-introduction-and-metrics-tickets-15544464913%3Fref%3Denivtefor001%26invite%3DNzQ5MTA5Mi9icmlhbnQuY29sZW1hbkBkYy5nb3YvMA%253D%253D%26utm_source%3Deb_email%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dinviteformal001%26utm_term%3Deventpage&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGxQqpzT8YsJYqqvDEzod930SAo5A
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Fequitable-access-to-excellent-educators-meeting-tickets-15544809945%3Futm_campaign%3Dnew_event_email%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_source%3Deb_email%26utm_term%3Deventname_text&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGCvhRMLauXurPEWQ9nQRlesmWydA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fevent%2Fparccccss-mathematics-professional-development-series&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNERL8L0VwTC9BfaJBI7CFZHGru57A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fevent%2Fngss-10-introducing-next-generation-science-standards-leas-and-school-leaders-1&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGHRbg0wH9iZGgUnYTwBXcvzM6j5Q
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fevent%2Fschool-wellness-team-training-0&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFscsmye-1nkPY2qliX2YRhUcnjcg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fevents&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEKF368iSURJmDeqCaDGt_Ji8zieQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fnode%2F722242&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNELDQqV2b8OxbZCz7qqtMjZCYYEHg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fpublication%2Ffy-2015-career-and-technical-education-cte-certification-fund-request-applications&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHXhHBR_bRuu6b9n1gZCew2dO4miA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fpublication%2Frequest-applications-rfa-2015-dc-career-academy-network-dc-can&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNH2samHHxKxvOGJfhPJFn2rZ8iLxQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fevent%2Fparccccss-mathematics-professional-development-series&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNERL8L0VwTC9BfaJBI7CFZHGru57A
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fservice%2Fpresidential-award-excellence-mathematics-and-science-teaching-paemst&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHRNvRufIYRYAemchn3YFqpB5PUQg
mailto:rhonda.baylor@dc.gov?subject=Non-resident%20Students
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fdcforms.dc.gov%2Fwebform%2Fosse-residency-fraud-prevention-form&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEfWwyD8wUDMHd3UVXuEbIm4XrzhQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fdcforms.dc.gov%2Fwebform%2Fosse-residency-fraud-prevention-form&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEfWwyD8wUDMHd3UVXuEbIm4XrzhQ
mailto:rhonda.baylor@dc.gov?subject=Residency%20Fraud


 

OSSE Celebrates School Bus Drivers and Attendants 

Please join OSSE’s Division of Student Transportation (OSSE DOT) in recognizing the School Bus Drivers and 

Attendants of the Month for January 2015: 

  

OSSE DOT Drivers of the Month 

Kirk Crowder – 5th Street Terminal 

Frantz Cadet – Adams Place Terminal 

Thanh Huynh – New York Avenue Terminal 

James E. Brown – Southwest Terminal  

OSSE DOT Attendants of the Month 

Shaun Whitfield – 5th Street Terminal 

Lillian Wright – Adams Place Terminal 

Barbara Spencer – New York Avenue Terminal 

Robin J. Thomas – Southwest Terminal 

Each month, OSSE DOT recognizes one exemplary bus driver and attendant from each of its four bus terminals in 

DC (5th Street, Adams Place, New York Avenue and Southwest) as part of the division’s Recognition Program for 

Bus Drivers and Attendants of Special Education Students.  

The drivers and attendants have been identified by DC parents, students and teachers as outstanding stewards 

of the community. Since the program’s launch in May 2014, OSSE DOT has received over 600 online and mail-in 

nominations for DC bus drivers and attendants. 

Resources from 2015 PARCC Test Coordinators Training Now on OSSE’s Website  

On February 2 and 3, OSSE hosted its annual Test Coordinator Training for LEA Test Integrity Coordinators (LEA 

Assessment Leads), School Monitors (School Assessment Leads), and Technology Coordinators.  The day 

included presentations on Test Integrity, PARCC Administration, and PARCC Technical Training. Topics covered 

include the following:  

● School Security Plans 

● Test Integrity Violations, Reporting Procedures, Sanctions 

● Test Administration and Scheduling 

● Student Readiness 

● Accessibility Features & Accommodations 

● Management of Materials 

● Technology Readiness and Set-Up, Infrastructure Trials, and Tech Support 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fservice%2Frecognition-program-bus-drivers-and-attendants-special-education-students&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEiUEAGEGBzJ5R3lChpDI1YMxWOcA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fservice%2Frecognition-program-bus-drivers-and-attendants-special-education-students&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEiUEAGEGBzJ5R3lChpDI1YMxWOcA
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fservice%2Frecognition-program-bus-drivers-and-attendants-special-education-students&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEiUEAGEGBzJ5R3lChpDI1YMxWOcA
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2F%3Fsm%3DPOykZWgFBhUY1AckPfonhkX8cieOxn2vClVn0%252f5l0YA%253d&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEu5nQkH-9mcdP7A7sTmYv43p6g_g
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2F%3Fsm%3DPOykZWgFBhUY1AckPfonhkX8cieOxn2vClVn0%252f5l0YA%253d&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEu5nQkH-9mcdP7A7sTmYv43p6g_g
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fpublication%2Frecognition-program-bus-drivers-and-attendants-flyer&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGKjvPqaAeMLzNryM5VAO86YZ4EJg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fpublication%2Frecognition-program-bus-drivers-and-attendants-flyer&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGKjvPqaAeMLzNryM5VAO86YZ4EJg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fpublication%2Frecognition-program-bus-drivers-and-attendants-flyer&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGKjvPqaAeMLzNryM5VAO86YZ4EJg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fpage%2F2015-test-coordinators-training&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF_jQ6AVeOjLwrvJHmfoA6vUy1_kA


 

● Pearson Access–Next 

Resources from the training are now on OSSE’s website. A webinar version of the Test Integrity portion of the 

training will soon be available on this site. 

For more informations, contact osse.assessment@dc.gov. 

Final SY2014-2015 Enrollment Audit Dataset Uploaded to SLED 

The final enrollment audit dataset for the SY 2014-2015 UPSFF Population and Child Count Population has  been 

uploaded into SLED for your viewing. Please note that this is the final dataset and no changes can be made. To 

view your data, please follow the instructions below. 

Log into SLED; then click on Enrollment Audit and Child Count in the left navigation menu. 

Click the Student Level tab to view the new data elements added to each of the listed displays.  

Click on Enrollment Audit UPSFF Population to view your final data. Please be sure to sort by enrollment 

indicator=yes. Please note that according to the Enrollment Audit Handbook, in order to receive funding for 

students in Child Count, the student must be considered enrolled based on the audit findings. 

The Office of Enrollment and Residency continues to make updates to our enrollment processes and procedures. 

In an effort to do this, your feedback is necessary. Next week, we will release a quick electronic survey. Please 

give as much feedback as you can to assist in our planning for the next school year. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact osse.enrollmentaudit@dc.gov.  

Guidelines on Unique Accommodations for Statewide Assessments 

Requests for unique accommodations must be approved by OSSE prior to use on statewide assessments. 

Standard accommodations should be considered prior to requesting a nonstandard accommodation. Please 

review PARCC guidelines for selecting accessibility features and accommodations.  You can also access a 

presentation on selecting, using, and evaluating accessibility features and accommodations, including a 

SEDS-specific crosswalk. 

To apply for a unique accommodation, please complete the PARCC Unique Accommodation Request Form and 

send to Imani Stutely. Applications will be reviewed on a weekly basis, and should be submitted no later than 4 

weeks prior to the week your test window opens. For schools that begin testing March 20 or earlier, please 

apply by COB on February 13. Please note: For schools that begin testing the week of March 2, OSSE will issue an 

approval or denial no later than 2 weeks before your test window opens.  

  

2015 X-STEM Symposium 

  

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fpage%2F2015-test-coordinators-training&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNF_jQ6AVeOjLwrvJHmfoA6vUy1_kA
mailto:osse.assessment@dc.gov?subject=Test%20Coordinator%20Training
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.parcconline.org%2Fsites%2Fparcc%2Ffiles%2Fparcc-accessibility-features-accommodations-manual-11-14_final.pdf&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNENZ3_xqbWDYjnKN9tM4Qztp9neuw
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fpage%2Flea-institute-ii-%25E2%2580%259Cit-takes-city-knock-it-out-parcc%25E2%2580%259D&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEnQNbo6ZZ_XmjpzHzRDwMOyYg5JQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Favocet.pearson.com%2FPARCC%2FHome%236363&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFoFLAW3kKftis3GXVVy5dZiQ5Hng
mailto:Imani.stutely@dc.gov?subject=Unique%20Accommodation%20Request
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usasciencefestival.org%2Fschoolprograms%2Fx-stem-extreme-stem-symposium%2Fx-stem-speaker-profiles.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEx6RtBS1mncWWEIhXPrjhLxJCKyg


 

X-STEM, presented by MedImmune, is an extreme STEM symposium for middle through high school students 

featuring interactive presentations and workshops by an exclusive group of visionaries who aim to empower and 

inspire kids about careers in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). These top STEM role 

models and industry leaders are sure to ignite your students’ curiosity through storytelling and live 

demonstrations. 

  

This all-day event will feature multiple presentation sessions covering a wide array of subject areas including 

space exploration, paleontology, bio-inspired robotics, marine biology, mathematics of origami, eco-friendly 

vehicle innovation and much, much more! Student attendees will have the opportunity to sit in on multiple 

engaging presentations, live demonstrations and hands-on workshops. 

  

Date: Tuesday, April 28, 2015 

Time: 9:30 a.m.–2:30 p. m.  

Location: Walter E. Washington Convention Center,801 Mount Vernon Place NW, Washington DC 20001 

Register 

  

Districtwide Assessments: Test Integrity Training 2015 – Webinars for Public & Non-Public Schools 

On Friday, February 20, OSSE will host two webinar trainings on test integrity: 

Districtwide Assessments: Test Integrity Training for Public Schools (DCPS and Public Charter Schools) 

February 20, 2015, 10 – 11 a.m. 

Register 

Districtwide Assessments: Test Integrity Training for Non-Public Schools 

February 20, 2015, 12 – 1 p.m. 

Register 

 

 Reminder 

DC TAG Application Now Open 

Applications for the DC Tuition Assistance Grant (DC TAG) are open until June 30. Eligible District students are 

encouraged to apply early at dconeapp.dc.gov. DC TAG funds provide the opportunity for students (up to 24 

years old) to receive up to $10,000 in grant assistance at public four-year colleges and universities. Students 

interested in attending private colleges and universities in the District, HBCUs, and two-year colleges nationwide 

can apply for up to $2,500 in tuition assistance.  

For more information, visit osse.dc.gov or call 202-727-2824. 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usasciencefestival.org%2F2016-festival%2Fx-stem-extreme-stem-symposium.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHNUgporqrnQHcLTNbKo2klJX-0Eg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usasciencefestival.org%2Fschoolprograms%2Fx-stem-extreme-stem-symposium%2Fx-stem-speaker-profiles.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEx6RtBS1mncWWEIhXPrjhLxJCKyg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usasciencefestival.org%2Fschoolprograms%2Fx-stem-extreme-stem-symposium%2Fx-stem-speaker-profiles.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEx6RtBS1mncWWEIhXPrjhLxJCKyg
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.usasciencefestival.org%2Fschoolprograms%2Fx-stem-extreme-stem-symposium%2Fx-stem-registration-form.html&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEbqg2rkCzdukPiM82b2riKTLl6cQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fattendee.gotowebinar.com%2Fregister%2F7717937573107737602&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHtFTD4y2dJFBkpd9LS1EbNuX6uIg
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fattendee.gotowebinar.com%2Fregister%2F433982001859381762&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNG4Iha3pyHEoCCXntsQHR72zc22RQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fdconeapp.dc.gov%2Fappforms%2Fseo_logon.aspx&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNG6Fnoz4lQZSkCHBhU923b2cZO-wQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fservice%2Fdc-tuition-assistance-grant-dc-tag&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHN6DR5M_j4f5rWTwPMuMZbDhG87g


 

NEW Test Security Guidelines 

OSSE’s Test Security Guidelines set forth minimum requirements to ensure that LEAs and school personnel are 

able to maintain appropriate test security procedures during the administration of District-wide assessments. 

Please ensure that all teachers and administrators review these guidelines, which will be circulated broadly and 

will also be addressed at the upcoming OSSE LEA Test Coordinator trainings on February 2 and 3, 2015.  

February is FAFSA Completion Month! 

This February OSSE is excited to announce the launch of the FAFSA Completion Initiative, which has brought 

together a wide array of District organizations that have committed to increase DC’s rate of FAFSA completion.  

The initiative includes:  

● a District-wide campaign to encourage all students to complete their FAFSA through posters, postcards, 

flyers, and public service announcements;  

● an online web portal created in collaboration with the Colorado Department of Higher Education and the 

Kresge Foundation through which participating DCPS and Charter public high schools can access 

regularly updated student-level FAFSA completion data; and  

● four FAFSA Submission Events at community sites across the city in late February that will give students 

and their families the opportunity to receive additional FAFSA submission assistance.  

All District high school counselors will receive FAFSA Completion Initiative posters, FAFSA checklist postcards, 

and FAFSA Submission Event flyers in the coming weeks with assistance from the DC- College Access Program.  

 

ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Field Test Opportunity  

WIDA is looking for more volunteers to participate in the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Field Test that is happening right 

now. Specifically, volunteers would administer a speaking activity for ELL students in grades 1–12 that will give 

these students the opportunity to practice using a microphone to electronically capture responses for the 

speaking component of the new, computerized ACCESS for ELLs. This opportunity to participate in the Field Test 

is only available for a short period of time and spaces are limited. Please email Katie Williams as soon as possible 

if you are interested. 

Professional Development 

New 

PARCC Professional Development Series for Educators and Administrators 

Unit:  Teaching and Learning 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fpublication%2Fdc-state-test-security-guidelines%23overlay-context&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGWd77OqgEOf9EYMcfAU1CNtmuBmQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Ffafsa&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGaKxIHKoiQRo9ednvYopjGNa9oaQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Ffafsa.ed.gov%2F&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNHIlR1ioGU-VItOgu98dYev1hV0TQ
mailto:katie.williams@dc.gov?subject=ACCESS%20for%20ELLs%202.0%20Field%20Test%20Volunteer


 

As a follow up to the LEA Institute on Next Generation Assessments, OSSE is offering a series of over 35 

professional development sessions on PARCC entitled: “Preparing for Assessments with Strengthened Supports 

(P.A.S.S.) PARCC Trainings.” 

This series is a combination of in-person trainings, webinar instruction, and webinar Q&A sessions, and is free to 

all educators and administrators in DC.  All webinars will be recorded and hosted on the OSSE and LearnDC 

websites. Learn more about these trainings, including registration links and dates. Trainings start in February and 

run through March. 

For more information, contact Abreyon Moses at 202-478-5993. 

February 2015 Next Generation Assessment Meeting 

Date: 2/26/2015 

Time: 1 p.m.–2:30 p.m. 

Location: OSSE, 3rd Floor, Grand Hall 

Contact: osse.assessment@dc.gov 

 

 

Reminder 

SLED Trainings for New Users 

The Division of Data, Accountability and Research will host training sessions for new users of the Statewide 

Longitudinal Education Data (SLED) System. To register, please send an email message to SLED.info@dc.gov. 

Dates: February 10 and 11, 2015 

Time: 1:30 p.m. – 3 p.m. 

Location: 810 First Street, NE  

Third Floor Training Lab 

Washington, DC 20002 

Trauma Informed Care Training 

Unit:  Teaching and Learning 

OSSE, in collaboration with the Child and Family Services Agency (CFSA), will be facilitating trauma informed care 

training. This training will provide an overview on trauma system therapy (TST), an evidence-based treatment 

model that provides mental health services and support to children and adolescents with histories of exposure 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fpage%2Fpreparing-assessments-strengthened-supports-pass-parcc-training&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEa2wyA7pPhZWxUDWZBqQNOOcusGA
mailto:abreyon.moses@dc.gov?subject=PARCC%20Professional%20Development
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventbrite.com%2Fe%2Ffebruary-2015-next-generation-assessment-meeting-tickets-15622403028&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGAdNKmtTcrixzZm_H3wK2OEwG0tA
mailto:osse.assessment@dc.gov?subject=Next%20Generation%20Assessment%20Meeting%20Feb%202015
mailto:SLED.info@dc.gov?subject=SLED%20Training%20Registration


 

to traumatic events and who experience difficulties regulating their emotions and behaviors (both or either in 

the community or school). 

Dates: February 19 and February 20, 2015 

Times: 9 a.m.–Noon and 1 p.m.–4 p.m. 

Location: Charles Sumner School 

1201 17th Street NW 

Washington, DC 20036 

Register 

For questions, please contact osse.tta@dc.gov. 

Review Key Compliance Areas with the Nonpublic Compliance Monitoring Team 

Unit:  QAM 

ESSE’s Nonpublic compliance and monitoring team is conducting an informational webinar to review key areas 

of compliance in special education practice. The meeting is scheduled for Thursday, February 26, 2015, 9 

a.m.–11:30 a.m.  

In this training, OSSE will cover the following regulatory areas:  

1.      Restraint and seclusion implementation, documentation, and follow up 

2.      Attendance and truancy notification 

3.      Related services documentation  

Each area will be covered in 45-minute sessions to enable school staff responsible for respective areas to attend 

only those sessions. The format of each session will include a: 

• Review of past findings of noncompliance (10 minutes) 

• Summary of relevant federal and District of Columbia regulations (10 minutes) 

• Facilitated Q&A discussion on demonstrating compliant practice (25 minutes) 

  

Register 

 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fevent%2Ftrauma-informed-care-training-0&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGRERUAS9WqTNwgSYfPX8TQb5CjKQ
http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fevent%2Ftrauma-informed-care-training-0&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNGRERUAS9WqTNwgSYfPX8TQb5CjKQ
mailto:osse.tta@dc.gov?subject=Trauma%20Informed%20Care%20Training%20Teaching%20and%20Learning%20Unit
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fattendee.gotowebinar.com%2Fregister%2F8770109727551045890&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFRkOWt_tvVHQw9cl3K3P_vGCR2_w


 

Event 

New 

LEA Institute II: “It Takes a City to Knock it Out of the PARCC!” Recap 

On January 23, 2015, OSSE hosted its LEA Institute II: “It Takes a City to Knock it Out of the PARCC!” at Gallaudet 

University’s Kellogg Center.  This LEA Institute was focused on preparing and gearing up educators for Next 

Generation Assessments (NGA) including PARCC, NCSC, and NGSS.  OSSE invited national and local experts to 

provide pertinent information and to answer the most pressing questions in the following areas: 

● NGA Communication Strategies 

● Curriculum Alignment and Best Practices 

● Assessment Procedures and Technology Readiness 

● Assessment Considerations for Special Populations 

Visit OSSE’s website to read a recap of the event and view copies of all the presentations.  Save the date for 

OSSE’s next LEA Institute, which will be held on May 1 and 2, 2015, and will focus on best practices in education. 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fosse.dc.gov%2Fpage%2Flea-institute-ii-%25E2%2580%259Cit-takes-city-knock-it-out-parcc%25E2%2580%259D&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEnQNbo6ZZ_XmjpzHzRDwMOyYg5JQ

