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>>>Learn More 

District Highlights 

● DC Part B IDEA FFY 2015 Grant Application is Now Available for Public Comments 
● District Releases Final 2014-2015 Student Enrollment Audit 
● National School Breakfast Week Contest Ends Tomorrow 
● Title V, Part B Dissemination Grant RFA Released 

Getting Ready to Knock It Out of the PARCC:  

Next Generation Assessments Tips and Resources  

● Resources for Schools 

○ PARCC Parent Toolkit 

○ 2015 DC PARCC Administrative Guidance on Timing and Cell Phones 

○ DC PARCC Infrastructure Trial Guide  

○ PARCC FAQs by LEAs (UPDATED) 

○ NGA Ambassador Information 

○ 2015 DC State Test Security Guidelines  

● Resources for Parents/Community 

○ PARCC Parent Resources 

○ OSSE PARCC Parent Letter Available in Multiple Languages (NEW) 

http://osse.dc.gov/service/dc-state-assessments-new
http://osse.dc.gov/publication/ffy-2015-idea-part-b-draft-state-application
http://osse.dc.gov/release/district-releases-final-2014-2015-student-enrollment-audit
http://osse.dc.gov/release/lea-look-forward-march-12-19-2015#NSBW
http://osse.dc.gov/service/charter-school-program-dissemination-grant
http://osse.dc.gov/service/dc-state-assessments-new
http://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/publication/attachments/PARCC%20administration%20guidance.pdf
http://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/publication/attachments/DC%20infrastructure%20trial%20guidance.pdf
http://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/publication/attachments/PARCC%20FAQs%202_26_2015.pdf
http://osse.dc.gov/page/osse-next-generation-assessment-nga-ambassador-initiative
http://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/publication/attachments/DC%20State%20Test%20Security%20Guidelines%20-%202015_0.pdf
http://www.parcconline.org/for-parents
http://osse.dc.gov/node/1018292


 

○ Want to see PARCC items in action?  

○ Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) Ideas for Parents 
○ Guide to the New PARCC Assessment (For Parents) 

>>>Learn more 

Important Dates and Deadlines 

Dates 

● 2015 DC Assessment Timeline  

● 3/18: LEA Special Education POC Monthly Webinar 

● 3/25: NGSS 1.0 Introducing NGSS for LEAs and School Leaders 

● 3/28: Charles Sumner School Museum and Archives Open House 

● 3/31: State of the District Address 

● 4/11: OSSE Adult College Completion Fair 

● 4/22: DCSAA Workshop: Serving Student-Athletes with Disabilities 

>>>View the OSSE calendar 

Deadlines 

● 3/20: Deadline to Submit Proposals for It Takes a City 

● 4/1: PAEMST 2015 Award Nominations Open 

● 4/3: DC PAY Grant Application Deadline 

● 4/9: College, Credential, and Career Ready Summer Initiative NOFA Deadline 

● 5/20: DC Free Summer Meals Sponsor Application Deadline 

Announcements 

New 

FFY 2015 Draft State Grant Application Under Part B of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 

(IDEA) Is Now Available for Public Comment 

In order to receive a grant award under Part B of IDEA to support the provision of special education and related 

services to children with disabilities, each state must complete an annual grant application to the United States 

Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs. To ensure an opportunity for the public to 

provide input, this application must be posted for 60 calendar days and open for public comment for 30 days 

within the same 60-day period.  

 

OSSE’s FFY 2015 draft state application and spending plan for IDEA Part B will be posted for 60 days on the OSSE 

website beginning March 11, 2015. Members of the public will have the opportunity to make comments on the 

applications from March 10, 2014–May 11, 2015.  

 

http://parcc.pearson.com/practice-tests/
http://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/publication/attachments/NGSS_Editorial_101614.pdf
http://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/publication/attachments/PARCC%20Parent%20Guide_FINAL_082914.pdf
http://osse.dc.gov/service/dc-state-assessments-new
http://osse.dc.gov/service/dc-state-assessments-new
http://osse.dc.gov/event/lea-special-education-point-contact-monthly-webinar
http://osse.dc.gov/event/ngss-10-introducing-next-generation-science-standards-leas-and-school-leaders-2
mailto:info.sumnerschool@dc.gov?subject=Sumner%20School%20Open%20House
http://2015-state-of-the-district-address.eventbrite.com/
http://osse.dc.gov/service/adult-college-completion-initiative-acc
http://www.dcsaasports.org/dcsaa-workshop-serving-student-athletes-with-disabilities/
http://www.dcsaasports.org/dcsaa-workshop-serving-student-athletes-with-disabilities/
http://osse.dc.gov/events
http://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/page_content/attachments/ItTakesACity_LEA%20Institute%20III_Call%20For%20Proposals.pdf
http://osse.dc.gov/service/presidential-award-excellence-mathematics-and-science-teaching-paemst
https://osse.mtwgms.org/wdcossegmsweb/logon.aspx
http://osse.dc.gov/node/1017502
http://osse.dc.gov/node/1017502
http://osse.dc.gov/service/dc-free-summer-meals-program-application-and-supplemental-information


 

Individuals who wish to do so should direct their comments to Dr. Amy Maisterra, Interim State Superintendent, 

by email at osse.publiccomment@dc.gov.  

 

Should you have questions regarding these applications or the public comment period, please direct them to the 

attention of Ms. Elisabeth Morse at (202) 727-8488. 

Gearing Up for a Successful 2015-2016 Enrollment Audit Webinar  

As we prepare for re-enrollment for School Year 2015-2016, the Office of Enrollment and Residency will host a 

webinar on March 25 from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. to provide timely information regarding the upcoming process. It will 

outline changes that have been made to the residency verification forms for the upcoming school year and 

review the six stages of enrollment. This webinar is a necessity for all Enrollment Audit and Data POCs for each 

LEA.  Register 

 

For questions, please contact Sean Flora at (202) 727-7224.  

DC School-Based STI/STD Screening Webinar for Middle and High Schools 

OSSE, in collaboration with the DC Department of Health (DOH,) has developed a 25-minute on-demand training 

that illustrates the history and program by which LEAs and schools provide on-site counseling, education and 

testing for sexually transmitted infections and HIV/AIDS in a discreet environment that is welcoming for all 

middle and high school aged students. This overview describes parental/guardian notification, the importance of 

screening youth in DC, and how DOH coordinates with schools to bring this program to their campuses. 

Webinar link:  DC School-Based STI/STD Screening webinar for Middle and High Schools  

If the link above does not work, copy/paste the following link into your browser: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1v4fCRBbl1trSQnERfXHkEzfoJ1TaGwEZniZi6J7X_2I/viewform?c=0&w=1 

For questions, please contact osse.hydt@dc.gov. 

Creating a Comprehensive School-Based Physical Activity Program Training  On-Demand Webinar  

OSSE, in collaboration with the DC Department of Health, has developed an on-demand 50-minute training that 

illustrates a multi-component approach by which school districts and schools can use various opportunities for 

students to be physically active, meet the nationally-recommended 60 minutes of physical activity each day, and 

develop the knowledge, skills, and confidence to be physically active for a lifetime. A Comprehensive School 

Physical Activity Program (CSPAP) reflects strong coordination and synergy across all of the components: quality 

physical education as the foundation; physical activity before, during, and after school; staff involvement; and in 

areas of family and community engagement. 

Webinar link:  Creating a Comprehensive School-Based Physical Activity Program Training webinar  

For questions, please contact osse.hydt@dc.gov. 

 

mailto:osse.publiccomment@dc.gov?subject=FFY%202015%20Draft%20State%20Grand%20Application,%20Part%20B%20IDEA
mailto:elisabeth.morse@dc.gov?subject=FFY%202015%20Draft%20State%20Grand%20Application,%20Part%20B%20IDEA
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/3752302597654777602
mailto:sean.flora@dc.gov?subject=SY%202015-2016%20Enrollment%20Audit%20Webinar
mailto:sean.flora@dc.gov?subject=SY%202015-2016%20Enrollment%20Audit%20Webinar
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1v4fCRBbl1trSQnERfXHkEzfoJ1TaGwEZniZi6J7X_2I/viewform?c=0&w=1&usp=mail_form_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1v4fCRBbl1trSQnERfXHkEzfoJ1TaGwEZniZi6J7X_2I/viewform?c=0&w=1&usp=mail_form_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1v4fCRBbl1trSQnERfXHkEzfoJ1TaGwEZniZi6J7X_2I/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1v4fCRBbl1trSQnERfXHkEzfoJ1TaGwEZniZi6J7X_2I/viewform?c=0&w=1
mailto:osse.hydt@dc.gov?subject=STI/STD%20Screening%20Webinar
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1_B0QJg3qeq4QzBMiWe0CVx29QTfwL3d-6MaAEfe1xio/viewform
http://goo.gl/JlsbrY
http://goo.gl/JlsbrY
mailto:osse.hydt@dc.gov?subject=Physical%20Activity%20Webinar


 

 

Training for New SLED Users 

The Division of Data, Accountability and Research will host a training session for new users of the Statewide 

Longitudinal Education Data (SLED) System on Wednesday, March 18, from 1:30 p.m.–3 p.m. The training 

session will take place at OSSE, 810 First Street NE, in the third floor training lab. To register for the training 

sessions, please send an email message to SLED.info@dc.gov. 

Date: 3/18/2015 

Time: 1:30 p.m.–3 p.m. 

Location: OSSE, 810 First Street NE, 3rd floor training lab 

For questions, please email SLED.info@dc.gov. 

OSSE Thanks Students and Schools for Participating in 2015 NAEP 

As we near the end of the 2015 National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) testing window, OSSE 

would like to thank students, parents, and school staff for doing an excellent job representing the District of 

Columbia. The District successfully administered tests in reading, mathematics, and science to over 8,000 

students within six weeks. The National, State, and TUDA district results will be released in the fall. In closing, a 

huge show of gratitude should go out to the School Coordinators and their support team for all their hard work 

and effort in preparing for the assessment. 

Reminder 

Reminder of Alternative Assessments Milestones and Deadlines 

NCSC ELA/Mathematics 

● March 9, 2015: Mandatory NCSC Test Administrator Training window begins 

● March 13, 2015: NCSC ELA/Mathematics Special Request Forms submission deadline 

● March 18, 2015: Student Enrollment window closes 

● March 30, 2015: The NCSC ELA/Mathematics testing window begins 

DC CAS Alt Science 

Due to the city’s snow emergency and school closures on March 5 and March 6, Pearson has agreed to extend 

the DC CAS Alt Science deadlines to the following: 

● Evidence Collection Window: Deadline extended from Friday, March 6, 2015 to Tuesday, March 10, 

2015. 

mailto:SLED.info@dc.gov?subject=SLED%20Training
mailto:SLED.info@dc.gov?subject=SLED%20Training
http://osse.dc.gov/service/national-assessment-educational-progress-naep
http://osse.dc.gov/service/national-assessment-educational-progress-naep


 

● Final Portfolio Pick-Up Date: Extended from Friday, March 13, 2015, to Tuesday, March 17, 2015. UPS 

must have the portfolios picked up by close of business on March 17, 2015. 

For questions, please contact Imani Stutely at (202) 316-9789. 

First Ever LGBTQ-Friendly Online College Fair 

Hosted by the GLSEN and Campus Pride, the FREE online college fair will take place on Thursday, March 19, 

2015, 9 a.m.–9p.m. ET, and will feature over 30 colleges from across the country. Students will learn about 

various colleges, speak to college representatives, and explore what life after high school can be like.  

High School Students: Register now  

Educators & GLSEN Friends: spread the word to students in your community.  

For questions, email osse.hydt@dc.gov.  

EGMS Funding Summary 

EGMS features a convenient dashboard with a daily summary of the status of grants. 

Upon logging in, Heads of Organizations with EGMS credentials will be able to access the Funding Summary. 

From the GMS Access/Select page view a listing of OSSE approved grants and the “monthly bank statement,” 

which includes Application Name, Total Funds Available, Last Approved Budget, Paid to Date, Amount 

Remaining.  

Please note, the Funding Summary is updated daily for near real-time information about grants. Just go to your 

main dashboard page and left click on “Click to View Funding Summary” at the top of the page.  

National School Breakfast Week (NSBW) Contest 

OSSE, DC Hunger Solutions, and several other partner organizations ask for your support in growing and 

promoting the District’s school breakfast program through National School Breakfast Week (NSBW) at all D.C. 

public and D.C. public charter schools. Encourage students and their families to enter the School Breakfast 

Contest for a chance to win prizes for both the schools and students.  

The contest officially kicked off on Monday, March 2, 2015, and will continue until tomorrow, March 13, 2015. 

All contest information can be found in both English and Spanish.  Print out the School Breakfast Contest flyer, 

make copies, and distribute to your students and families. 

School breakfast is a critical, proven way to reduce hunger and improve wellness among school aged children. 

Learn more about NSBW and the benefits of eating a school breakfast.  

For additional information, please contact Alexandra Ashbrook, D.C. Hunger Solutions.  

 

mailto:imani.stutely@dc.gov?subject=DC%20CAS%20Alt%20Science
http://northernvirginia.glsen.org/page/m/33ca50d5/12a797da/1c7e5646/69130f2b/2424635585/VEsD/
http://northernvirginia.glsen.org/page/m/33ca50d5/12a797da/1c7e5646/69130f2b/2424635585/VEsD/
http://northernvirginia.glsen.org/page/m/33ca50d5/12a797da/1c7e5646/69130f35/2424635585/VEsA/
http://northernvirginia.glsen.org/page/m/33ca50d5/12a797da/1c7e5646/69130f35/2424635585/VEsA/
mailto:osse.hydt@dc.gov?subject=LGBTQ-Friendly%20Online%20College%20Fair
http://dchunger.org/pdf/sbp_week_parent_comp_flyer_2015.pdf
http://dchunger.org/pdf/sbp_week_parent_comp_flyer_spanish_2015.pdf
http://dchunger.org/pdf/sbp_week_flyer_parents_2015.pdf
mailto:aashbrook@dchunger.org?subject=NSBW%20Contest
http://osse.dc.gov/event/youth-mental-health-first-aid-0


 

 

Funding Opportunities 

New 

Title V, Part B Dissemination Grant RFA Released 

The Office of Public Charter School Financing and Support is pleased to announce the availability of Title V, Part 

B funding for the dissemination of high quality programs. A mandatory pre-application conference will be held at 

OSSE tomorrow, March 13, 2015, at 11 a.m.– Noon in room 806B for interested applicants. Please review the 

Request for Applications and contact Marie Hutchins with any questions.  

Request for Applications: College, Credential, and Career Ready Summer Initiative 

The C3 Ready Summer Initiative will support new or expanded summer programs that expose middle grades 

students to college and career pathways and get them ready for the high school transition. Eligible applicants 

are Local Education Agencies, community-based organizations, and accredited not-for-profit colleges and 

universities. The application opens in EGMS on March 23 and closes on April 9. Please see the Request for 

Applications for further information, or contact Chloe Woodward-Magrane.  

 

Events 

New 

Celebrate Women’s History Month at the Charles Sumner School Open House 

The Charles Sumner School Museum and Archives is hosting an Open House on Saturday, March 28 from 10 a.m. 

to 3 p.m. Tour the exciting exhibits celebrating the history and pride of DCPS. There will be special activities for 

all ages.  For more information, call 202-730-0478 or email info.sumner@dc.gov.  

Save the Date: March 31 - State of the District Address 

Please join Mayor Muriel Bowser for her first State of the District Address. The Address will lay out where the 

District stands on creating a fresh start, highlighting the Mayor’s commitment to engagement and integrity and 

establishing how the Administration will create a pathway to the middle class.  

Join Mayor Bowser at the historic Lincoln Theatre on Tuesday, March 31, 2015.  Doors open at 6 p.m. and the 

program starts at 6:30 p.m. RSVP. 

 

 

 

http://osse.dc.gov/service/charter-school-program-dissemination-grant
mailto:marie.hutchins@dc.gov?subject=RFA
http://osse.dc.gov/publication/college-credential-career-ready-summer-initiative-0
http://osse.dc.gov/publication/college-credential-career-ready-summer-initiative-0
mailto:Chloe.Woodward-Magrane@dc.gov?subject=C3%20Ready%20Summer%20Initiative
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/access-for-ells-administration-q-a-tickets-15642238356
http://2015-state-of-the-district-address.eventbrite.com/


 

 


