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“I’m excited to announce math and reading scores have gone up across the board in both DCPS and charter schools.
These impressive, significant gains for a second straight year are the result of hard work by many people. The
scores signify a trend -- a trend toward an excellent education for all DC students.”

-Dr. Kerri Briggs, State Superintendent

The final results of the 2009 DC Comprehensive Assessment System (DC CAS) show continued progress in student
achievement. Overall, reading scores are up 3 points and math scores are up 6 points over 2008. Reading and math
scores went up in both elementary and secondary schools and across DC Public Schools (DCPS) and public charter

schools (PCS).

DC CAS is the annual testing measure used by the
District of Columbia to determine student
proficiency in reading and math. The scores are
from the 2008-2009 DC Comprehensive Assessment
System tests given in the Spring of 2009. OSSE
issued testing security guidelines and monitored
testing in the schools.

Real impact
e Over 800 more students are performing at or

above proficiency in reading than in 2008.
e Over 1600 more students are performing at or
above proficiency in math than in 2008.

Overall Results
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Success across grade levels

READING e Students in all grade levels showed
2008 2009 2008 2009 increases in math; students in
Elementary |Elementary |Change Secondary |Secondary | Change !

DCPS 45.6% 49.4%| +3.8 39.3% 40.5%| +1.2 almost every grade level showed

All PCS 45.2% 45.9% +0.7 46.9% 53.2% +6.3 increases in reading.

State 45.5%, 48.4%| +2.9 42.2%) 45.8% +3.6 e Public charter schools made

MATH impressive gains with 10" grade
2008 2009 2008 2009 students, compared with 10" grade
Elementary [Elementary |Change Secondary |Secondary | Change students from last year — up 9 points

DCPS 40.5% 48.6% +8.1 36.5% 40.1% +3.6 . . . .

Al PCS 41.8% 42.4% +0.6 48.1%  56.6%| +8.5 in reading and 14 points in math.

State 40.7%) 46.5%| +5.8 41.0%, 46.9% +5.9

e DC Public Schools made significant gains with 6" grade students in reading, compared with 6" grade students last

year — up 10 points. DCPS also increased student achievement by 10 points in 7" grade math.
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Closing the achievement gap
e Across the District, the achievement gap between black and white students closed by almost 6 points in math and 3
points in reading.

e Public charter secondary schools closed the black-white achievement gap by 7 points in reading and 9 points in
math.

e English Language Learners in DCPS showed particularly large gains — 11 points in math; 6 points in reading.

e Asian students in charter schools showed particularly large gains — 16 points in math; 8 points in reading.

Improvement is spread across the city
e Ron Brown Middle School in Ward 7 saw a gain of 10 points in math and 2 points in reading.

e Young America Works Public Charter School in Ward 4 saw a gain of 8 points in math and 10 points in reading.
e Hope Community Public Charter School — Tolson Campus in Ward 5 saw a gain of 7 points in math and 8 points in
reading.

e Leckie Elementary School in Ward 8 saw a gain of 16 points in math and 11 points in reading.

School improvement and Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) status

AYP determinations are based on more than just test scores. Attendance, graduation rate and participation rate are
indicators included in AYP determinations. Despite the increases in student achievement, school accountability
measures were mixed.

School Improvement Status

Elementary Schools Secondary Schools * In 2009, 35 DCPS schools made AYP (out of
2008 2009 2008 2009 116 total) or 30%
:{” Go;)::l Standing ‘2‘; ii {47 175 o In 2008, 45 DCPS schools made AYP
ear 1Improvement o

Year 2 Improvement 29 25 7 3 (out of 143 total) or 31%
Corrective Action 19 20 8 5 e In 20009, 13 Public Charter schools made
Restructuring - Year 1 15 15 13 6 AYP (out of 71 total) or 18%
Restructuring - Year 2 > 13 21 25 o 1n 2008, 18 Public Charter schools
Total 136 126 70 61

made AYP (out of 58 total) or 31%

Additional information
e Schools and districts reviewed preliminary results over the past few weeks.

e 21 schools appealed the results based on statistical questions.

e 12 schools successfully petitioned to have themselves designated as a new or consolidated school under recently
approved changes to the District’s Accountability Workbook by the U.S. Department of Education.

e All achievement data and AYP information, as well as, appeal and petition determination letters are posted on
OSSE’s NCLB Web site http://nclb.osse.dc.gov.
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