
  

 

 

 

 

 

Shana Young, Interim State Superintendent 
Office of the State Superintendent of Education 
1050 1st Street, NE  
Washington, District of Columbia 20002  
 
 
Dear Interim State Superintendent Young: 
 
The Office of Child Care has completed its review of the proposed amendments to the District of 
Columbia’s conditionally approved Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) Plan for 2019-
2021, submitted on December 18, 2020 and March 13, 2021. 
 
The following Plan amendments were approved related to COVID-19:  
 

• Section 3.4.4 – Family Contribution to Payments – Amended to reflect that during 
the state declared emergency for COVID-19, families were not required to pay a 
copayment from April 1, 2020 through June 30, 2020. Approval of this amendment as 
per the waiver effective September 28, 2020.  

 
• Section 5.3.1 – Enforcement of Licensing and Health and Safety Requirements – 

Amended to reflect that during the state declared emergency for COVID-19, the Lead 
Agency will implement flexible options using both virtual and desktop reviews when 
conducting licensing inspections from April 1, 2020 through September 30, 2021.  
Approval of this amendment as per the waiver effective September 28, 2020. 

 
• Section 5.3.2 – Inspections for Licensed CCDF Providers – Amended to reflect 

that during the state declared emergency for COVID-19, the Lead Agency will 
implement flexible options using both virtual and desktop reviews when conducting 
licensing inspections from April 1, 2020 through September 30, 2021.  Approval of 
this amendment as per the waiver effective September 28, 2020. 

 
• Section 5.3.3 – Inspections for License-Exempt CCDF Providers – Amended to 

reflect that during the state declared emergency for COVID-19, the Lead Agency will 
implement flexible options using both virtual and desktop reviews when conducting 
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licensing inspections from April 1, 2020 through September 30, 2021.  Approval of 
this amendment as per the waiver effective September 28, 2020.   

 
• Section 5.4.8 – Interstate Child Abuse and Neglect Checks – Amended to reflect 

that during the state declared emergency for COVID-19, interstate child abuse and 
neglect checks for new and existing providers are not yet complete.  Approval of this 
amendment as per the waiver effective November 24, 2020.  Please note, the District 
of Columbia has still not met requirements for Section 5.4.8 Interstate Child Abuse 
and Neglect Checks for your FY 2019-2021 CCDF Plan, and, therefore must still 
demonstrate compliance by September 30, 2021. 

 
• Section 5.4.9 – Provisional Employment – Amended to reflect that during the state 

declared emergency for COVID-19, fingerprint checks for new providers are not yet 
complete.  Approval of this amendment as per the waiver effective November 24, 
2020.  Please note, the District of Columbia has still not met requirements for Section 
5.4.9 Provisional Employment for your FY 2019-2021 CCDF Plan, and, therefore 
must still demonstrate compliance by September 30, 2021. 

 
• Section 5.4.9 – Providers Separated from Employment – Amended to reflect that 

during the state declared emergency for COVID-19, staff separated from employment 
for more than 180 days are allowed to work provisionally. Approval of this 
amendment as per the waiver effective September 28, 2020. 

 
• Section 5.4.10 – Conducting Background Checks – Amended to reflect that during 

the state declared emergency for COVID-19, the state extended the time to respond to 
background check requests beyond 45 days.  Approval of this amendment as per the 
waiver effective September 28, 2020.  

 
The effective dates for these amendments to the District of Columbia CCDF Plan are noted on 
the amendments log within the ACF-118 electronic submission site. 
 
If you have any questions or need further assistance, please feel free to contact Agda Burchard, 
Child Care Program Manager in our Philadelphia Regional Office at (215) 861-4096 and 
agda.burchard@acf.hhs.gov. 
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We appreciate your efforts to meet the child care needs of eligible families in the District of 
Columbia and look forward to our continued partnership in the administration of your Child Care 
and Development Fund Program.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Ellen C. Wheatley, Ph.D. 
Acting Director 
Office of Child Care 
 

cc: Sara Mead, Assistant Superintendent of Early Learning 
 Christina Crayton, Early Childhood Education Policy Officer 
        Agda Burchard, OCC Regional Program Manager, Region 3 
        Valentina Asare-Adjebeng, Regional Liaison, Office of Child Care 


		2021-06-14T20:23:06-0400
	Ellen C. Wheatley -S




