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DC Education Snapshot 

217 schools in 61 LEAs attended by 88,005  students  

 

Total number of public school students:     

DC Public Schools:  49,688 (56%) 

Charter Schools:  38,104 (43%) 

 

Graduation rate: ~ 65% 

 

Postsecondary enrollment rate: ~ 50% 

 

Postsecondary completion (6 years) rate: ~ 40% 
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DC SAT Snapshot 

 

 

Number of SAT Test Takers (Class 2014)   

   3,443 

 

 

Percentage of Students Achieving the College and 

Career Readiness (CCR)  Benchmark 

  10% (344) 
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Less than half of the students who take the SAT® are college 

ready. 

 

Beyond Assessment: Delivering Opportunity 
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► 42.6% of SAT takers met the 

benchmark 

► 15.8% of African American SAT 

takers met the benchmark 

► 23.4% of Hispanic SAT takers 

met the benchmark 

► 33.5% of Native American SAT 

takers met the benchmark 

5 
5 

The Class of 2014 and the  

SAT College and Career Readiness Benchmark 

Beyond Assessment: Delivering Opportunity 
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Beyond Assessment: Delivering Opportunity 
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The College Board Readiness & Success System 
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Connect to 
College 

Check-in and 
Focus 

Readiness 
Baseline 

The SAT Suite of Assessments 
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8th Grade 9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade 

Fall PSAT 8/9 PSAT 8/9 PSAT/NMSQT PSAT/NMSQT SAT 

Spring PSAT 8/9 PSAT 8/9 PSAT 10 SAT 

+ Integrated system  

+ Flexible administration timing 

SAT Suite Implementation Models 

9 
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*Please note: All time limits are tentative and subject to research.  

About the Redesigned SAT 
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8 Key Changes to the SAT 
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Students will need to: 

Interpret meaning based on context 

 

Master relevant vocabulary 

 

Engage in close reading 

8 Key Changes to the SAT 
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Some fans feel that sports events are _____ only when  

the competitors are of equal ability, making the 

outcome of the game ________. 

 

(A) successful . . assured  

(B) boring . . questionable  

(C) dull . . foreseen  

(D) interesting . . predictable  

(E) exciting . . uncertain  
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Current SAT Example: Sentence Completions 
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Redesigned SAT Sample Item:  
Relevant Words in Context (Writing & Language Test) 
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Redesigned SAT Sample Item:  
Relevant Words in Context (Reading Test) 
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Students will be asked to: 

Interpret, synthesize, and use evidence 

found in a wide range of sources  

 

Support the answers they choose 

 

Integrate information conveyed through 

both reading passages and informational 

graphics 

8 Key Changes to the SAT 
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Based on information presented in the passage, which 

best describes what Georgia was “tired of ” (line 8) ?  

(A) Being forced to earn a living  

(B) Being teased about Joseph Tank  

(C) Being considered a hack writer by some of her 

colleagues  

(D) Being betrayed by her supposed friends  

(E) Being the only woman in the newsroom 
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Current SAT Example: Critical Reading 
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Redesigned SAT Sample Item:  
Command of Evidence (Reading Test) 



© 2014 The College Board 

Redesigned SAT Sample Item: Command of 
Evidence (Reading Test) Continued 
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The library is older than it but still just as beautiful as 

the courthouse.  

 

(A) older than it but still just as beautiful as the courthouse  

(B) older and it is just as beautiful as the courthouse  

(C) older than the courthouse; it is just as beautiful as it  

(D) older than the courthouse but just as beautiful  

(E) just as beautiful as the courthouse and it is older than it  
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Current SAT Example: Improving Sentences 
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Redesigned SAT Sample Item: Command of 
Evidence (Writing & Language Test) 
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The redesigned essay will: 

More closely mirror college writing 

assignments 

 

Cultivate close reading, careful analysis, 

and clear writing 

 

Promote the practice of reading a wide 

variety of arguments and analyzing an 

author’s work  

8 Key Changes to the SAT 
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Think carefully about the issue presented in the following excerpt and the 

assignment below. 

Some see printed books as dusty remnants from the pre electronic age. 

They point out that electronic books, or e-books, cost less to produce than 

printed books and that producing them has a much smaller impact on 

natural resources such as trees. Yet why should printed books be 

considered obsolete or outdated just because there is something cheaper 

and more modern? With books, as with many other things, just because a 

new version has its merits doesn’t mean that the older version should be 

eliminated. 

Assignment:  

Should we hold on to the old when innovations are available, or should we 

simply move forward? Plan and write an essay in which you develop your 

point of view on this issue. Support your position with reasoning and 

examples taken from your reading, studies, experience, or observations. 

 
23 

Current SAT Example: Essay 
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Redesigned SAT Essay Prompt 

[Sample Passage here] 

(In this example , passage is adapted from “Why Literature Matters” by 

Dana Gioia. ©2005 by The New York Times Company. Originally published 

April 10, 2005.) 
 

1 

2 

3 
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Current research shows that three key areas 

most contribute to readiness for college and 

career training: 

Problem Solving and Data Analysis 

(quantitative literacy) 

 

Heart of Algebra (mastery of linear 

equations) 

 

Passport to Advanced Math (familiarity with 

more complex equations) 

8 Key Changes to the SAT 
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Current SAT Example: Math 
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Redesigned SAT Sample Item: Math 
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Redesigned SAT Sample Item: Math 
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Students will engage with questions that: 

Directly relate to the work performed in 

college and career 

 

Include charts, graphs, and passages likely 

to be encountered in science, social 

science, and other majors and careers 

 

Feature multistep applications to solve 

problems in science, social science, career 

scenarios, and other real-life contexts 

8 Key Changes to the SAT 
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Students will apply their reading, writing, 

language, and math skills to answer questions 

in science, history, and social studies contexts. 

8 Key Changes to the SAT 
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The redesigned SAT will include one of the 

following: 

An excerpt from one of the Founding 

Documents 

 

A text from the ongoing Great Global 

Conversation about freedom, justice, and 

human dignity 

 

No prior knowledge of the text will be required. 

8 Key Changes to the SAT 
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One point for each correct answer 

 

Zero points for unanswered items 

 

Zero points for wrong answers 

8 Key Changes to the SAT 



© 2014 The College Board 

Redesigned PSAT/NMSQT 
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Connection to the Redesigned SAT 

The redesigned PSAT/NMSQT will mirror the knowledge and 

skill areas tested by the redesigned SAT. 

 

The 7 key changes of the redesigned PSAT/NMSQT are: 
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Grade Level Appropriate Reading 

PSAT 8/9 PSAT 10 & PSAT/NMSQT SAT 

Draw fairly simple, one-step 

conclusions spelled out clearly in 

the text 

Draw a more subtle inference to 

reach the right conclusion from a 

text 

Perform several steps to draw the 

right conclusion from a text 

 

Identify relationships based on 

multiple, fairly straightforward 

pieces of info stated in the text 

 

Infer somewhat more 

complicated relationships based 

on more subtle pieces of info 

stated in the text 

Infer more complex relationships 

from the text by piecing facts or 

incidents together 

 

Determine explicit meaning from 

the graphic or text 

Recognize trends in graphical 

data 

Synthesize information from a 

graphic and passage 
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Grade Level Appropriate Writing & Language 

PSAT 8/9 PSAT 10 & PSAT/NMSQT SAT 

Use punctuation effectively in 

simple contexts, such as using 

commas to separate items in a  

list 

Use punctuation effectively in 

somewhat challenging contexts, 

such as using a colon to introduce 

a list 

Use punctuation effectively in 

challenging contexts, such as 

using a semicolon to link 

independent clauses 

Edit straightforward sentences 

that pose some challenge, such as 

sentences with an introductory 

phrase 

Edit compound and complex 

sentences, including sentences 

with introductory phrases and 

clauses 

Edit syntactically challenging 

sentences, such as lengthy 

sentences that include several 

clauses 

Accurately incorporate basic 

information from graphics into a 

text 

Accurately incorporate somewhat 

detailed or nuanced information 

from graphics into a text 

Incorporate accurate, specific, 

and complex information from 

graphics into a text 
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Grade Level Appropriate Math 

PSAT 8/9 PSAT 10 & PSAT/NMSQT SAT 

Many items requiring one or two 

steps to solve 

Many items requiring 2 or more 

steps to solve 

Emphasis on multi-step problems 

 

May require the use of common 

geometric equations 

 

May require the use of common 

geometric equations and spatial 

reasoning 

Requires the use of geometry 

concepts and reasoning 

 

Includes ratios, proportions, 

percents, introductory probability 

and statistics 

Requires comparing linear and 

exponential growth 

 

Includes statistics topics such as 

sampling and inferring correlation 

and causation form a research 

method 

May require the use of properties 

of right triangles to solve 

problems 

Requires the use of trigonometric 

relationships 

Requires the use of trigonometry 
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Scores and Reporting 
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*Please note: All subscores are tentative and subject to research.  

SAT Scores and Subscores 

39 
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+ Essay scoring will consist of 3 subscores: 

SAT Essay Scores 

Reading 

 
2 – 8 Scale 

Analysis 

 
2 – 8 Scale 

Writing 

 
2 – 8 Scale 
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Longitudinal Progress Monitoring 

+ This same concept will hold true for the Test and Cross-

Test Scores as well as Total Score. 

+ Section Scores will be placed on a vertical scale. 

41 
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Khan Academy 
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+ The College Board and Khan Academy have 

partnered to provide online SAT® test 

preparation programs and resources entirely 

free of charge. 

 

+ Beginning in June 2015, Khan Academy will 

release an interactive and personalized practice 

program for the redesigned SAT 

 

+ Features include: 

+ Thousands of practice problems 

+ Personalized tutorials on test content 

+ Official SAT practice questions and          

full-length tests 

+ Comprehensive reporting for students  

+ Access anytime, anywhere — for free 

 

+ We are working with educators, community 

groups, college access organizations, and 

parents to provide the necessary resources to 

propel students to college success. 
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Send Score Data 

Jeff’s Path to 
SAT Success 

Personalized Learning Roadmap 

Official SAT 

Practice 

Tests  

With Scoring for 

Paper & Pencil 

Powered By Schools, 

Educators, Community 

Groups 

Khan Academy: Road to Success 

44 
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June Oct Jan Mar 

2014 2015 2016 

Product & content development 

Summer case 

studies 

Fall case studies 

Continued 

collaboration 

Beta 

launch 

PSAT/ 

NMSQT 

Scores 

Redesigned 

SAT 

Field testing pilots 

        

Today 

Jan Sept 

Full 

launch 

PSAT/ 

NMSQT 
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Sign up for updates: 

www.deliveringopportunity.org  

For More Information 

http://www.deliveringopportunity.org

