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Thank you to all stakeholders who provided input and suggestions regarding the federal fiscal year 2016 
Scholarships for Opportunity and Result (SOAR) Act charter sector grant. We received a great deal of 
feedback from many of you through a stakeholder survey, an in-person follow-up stakeholder session, 
and through individual email and phone conversations. As a result, the Office of the State 
Superintendent of Education (OSSE) made the following changes: 
  
Academic Quality Grants to Charter LEAs 
• Award Amounts: The original proposal was to use a per-pupil calculation to distribute the academic 

quality grant to each charter local education agency (LEA) that was operating during the 2015-16 
school year. This distribution method produced a wide range of awards from approximately $7,000 
to over $750,000, and resulted in 24 LEAs receiving less than $50,000.  Based on stakeholder 
feedback, the distribution formula has been adjusted to award a based grant of $50,000 to each 
LEA. The remainder of the budgeted funds will be distributed funds through a per-pupil formula. 
This distribution method narrows the range of awards to approximately $52,000 to just over 
$407,000, allowing for greater equity and access to the funds. See Attachment A for preliminary 
award amounts. 

• Application & Reporting: Acknowledging that federal grant requirements can be burdensome, 
especially for small grant amounts, OSSE will continue to streamline application and reporting 
requirements. 

• Reallocation of Unclaimed Funds: Formula funds allocated to LEAs who elect not to apply for an 
academic quality grant will be redistributed to other LEAs through the formula. In addition, any 
unspent OSSE administrative funds from last year will be reallocated to this grant. 
 

Early Childhood Grants to Charter LEAs 
• Application & Reporting: To address the concern of early childhood grant recipients, OSSE will add 

the early childhood formula grant amount for eligible LEAs into each LEA’s academic quality grant 
award. For example, an LEA that is allocated $80,000 through the academic quality grant formula 
and is eligible for $25,000 through the early childhood grant formula will be issued a single grant 
award notice for a total of $105,000. Impacted LEAs will only be required to submit one application 
that describes how both budgets will be used and will be able to submit combined reports. 

• Reallocation of Unclaimed Funds: Funds under this category have historically been claimed in full. In 
the event that this changes, funds will be redistributed through the academic quality grant. 

 
Facilities Grant 
• Application: OSSE will provide additional clarity in the request for applications (RFA) regarding what 

successful applicants must demonstrate in order meet the criteria for this award. 
• Award Amounts and Priority: The maximum award amount will remain at $750,000 for LEAs who 

have never received a SOAR facilities grant; lower grant award tiers may be established for other 
LEAs. The manner priority is given and/or priority points are assigned will be clearly explained in the 
RFA. 
 



 

Third Party Charter Support Organization and Third Party Teacher Pipeline Grants 
• Project Quality: Applicants will be required to submit at least one letter of recommendation from an 

LEA with whom the organization has worked in the past and a list of all LEAs with whom the 
organization has worked. OSSE is also exploring ways to incorporate pay-for-performance principles 
into the grant awards. 

• Review Panel: OSSE will invite charter LEA and charter sector representatives to serve as grant 
reviewers. Interested volunteers will be asked to completed conflict of interest forms to ensure that 
all potential conflicts, both real and perceived, are identified. 
 
* Eligibility: All organizations seeking funding must be non-profit organizations that have a 
demonstrated history of success working with charter schools on similar projects.  
 

OSSE Administrative Costs 
• Amount: While OSSE’s proposed administration budget was well within the range of typical grant 

costs (5.3% of the total budget), we were able to identify additional savings and reduce the budget 
by $90,000. Those savings were allocated to the academic quality grants.   

• Reallocation of Unspent Funds: Unspent OSSE administrative funds from last year will be 
reallocated to the academic quality grant. 

 
Budget 
 
The final FY 16 SOAR budget is as follows: 
 

Purpose of Funds Budgeted Amount 
Academic Quality for Charter LEAs $5,799,575.17* 
Early Childhood for LEAs $ 740,424.83 
Facilities Grants for Charter LEAs $ 4,000,000.00 
Third Party Charter Support Organization Grant $ 2,000,000.00 
Third Party Teacher Pipeline Grant $ 1,500,000.00 
My School DC Common Lottery $ 250,000.00 
OSSE Administration $ 710,000.00 
Total $15,000,000.00 

* This amount is slightly lower than the amount presented at the in-person stakeholder 
meeting. It was reduced due to finalization of Title I-based Early Childhood allocations. This 
reduction was largely offset by $90,000 from the OSSE administration budget. The amount 
may be increased by the addition of unspent OSSE administrative funds from last year. 

 
Thank you for your willingness to engage in this progress and thank you for all of the work you do on 
behalf of District of Columbia students and families. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
[Attachment A] 

 



 

Attachment A: Preliminary SOAR Academic Quality Allocations 
 

Charter LEAs  (open and serving students during the 2015-
16 school year) 

2015-16 
Audited 

Enrollment 

Base Allocation 
$50,000 

Per Pupil 
Allocation 

Preliminary 
Allocation 

Academy of Hope PCS 334 $50,000.00 $23,762.73 $73,762.73 
Achievement Preparatory Academy PCS 656 $50,000.00 $46,671.70 $96,671.70 
AppleTree Early Learning PCS 653 $50,000.00 $46,458.27 $96,458.27 
BASIS PCS 599 $50,000.00 $42,616.39 $92,616.39 
Bridges PCS 333 $50,000.00 $23,691.58 $73,691.58 
Briya PCS 497 $50,000.00 $35,359.51 $85,359.51 
Capital City PCS 981 $50,000.00 $69,794.12 $119,794.12 
Carlos Rosario International PCS 2011 $50,000.00 $143,074.38 $193,074.38 
Cedar Tree Academy PCS 366 $50,000.00 $26,039.40 $76,039.40 
Center City PCS 1438 $50,000.00 $102,307.79 $152,307.79 
Cesar Chavez PCS 1420 $50,000.00 $101,027.16 $151,027.16 
Children's Guild PCS 326 $50,000.00 $23,193.56 $73,193.56 
City Arts & Prep PCS (formerly William E. Doar Jr. PCS) 467 $50,000.00 $33,225.13 $83,225.13 
Community College Preparatory PCS 359 $50,000.00 $25,541.37 $75,541.37 
Creative Minds PCS 237 $50,000.00 $16,861.58 $66,861.58 
DC Bilingual PCS 403 $50,000.00 $28,671.79 $78,671.79 
DC International (DCI) PCS 404 $50,000.00 $28,742.94 $78,742.94 
DC Preparatory PCS 1559 $50,000.00 $110,916.44 $160,916.44 
DC Scholars PCS 446 $50,000.00 $31,731.07 $81,731.07 
Democracy Preparatory PCS 627 $50,000.00 $44,608.47 $94,608.47 
Eagle Academy PCS 926 $50,000.00 $65,881.09 $115,881.09 
Early Childhood Academy PCS 262 $50,000.00 $18,640.22 $68,640.22 
Elsie Whitlow Stokes PCS 350 $50,000.00 $24,901.06 $74,901.06 
Euphemia L. Haynes PCS 1141 $50,000.00 $81,177.46 $131,177.46 
Excel Academy PCS 731 $50,000.00 $52,007.64 $102,007.64 
Friendship PCS 4228 $50,000.00 $300,804.82 $350,804.82 
Harmony PCS 105 $50,000.00 $7,470.32 $57,470.32 
Hope Community PCS 836 $50,000.00 $59,477.96 $109,477.96 
Howard University Middle School for Math & Science PCS 266 $50,000.00 $18,924.81 $68,924.81 
Ideal Academy PCS 296 $50,000.00 $21,059.18 $71,059.18 



 

Charter LEAs  (open and serving students during the 2015-
16 school year), cont. 

2015-16 
Audited 

Enrollment 

Base Allocation 
$50,000 

Per Pupil 
Allocation 

Preliminary 
Allocation 

Ingenuity Preparatory PCS 348 $50,000.00 $24,758.77 $74,758.77 
Inspired Teaching Demonstration PCS 368 $50,000.00 $26,181.69 $76,181.69 
Integrated Design Electronics Academy (IDEA) PCS 281 $50,000.00 $19,991.99 $69,991.99 
Kingsman Academy PCS 254 $50,000.00 $18,071.06 $68,071.06 
KIPP DC PCS 5197 $50,000.00 $369,745.18 $419,745.18 
Latin American Montessori Bilingual (LAMB) PCS 483 $50,000.00 $34,363.46 $84,363.46 
LAYC Career Academy PCS 191 $50,000.00 $13,588.86 $63,588.86 
LAYC Youthbuild PCS 116 $50,000.00 $8,252.92 $58,252.92 
Lee Montessori PCS 104 $50,000.00 $7,399.17 $57,399.17 
Mary McLeod Bethune PCS 420 $50,000.00 $29,881.27 $79,881.27 
Maya Angelou PCS 361 $50,000.00 $25,683.67 $75,683.67 
Meridian PCS 724 $50,000.00 $51,509.62 $101,509.62 
Monument Academy PCS 40 $50,000.00 $2,845.84 $52,845.84 
Mundo Verde Bilingual PCS 538 $50,000.00 $38,276.49 $88,276.49 
National Collegiate Preparatory PCS 280 $50,000.00 $19,920.85 $69,920.85 
Next Step PCS 393 $50,000.00 $27,960.33 $77,960.33 
Paul PCS 676 $50,000.00 $48,094.62 $98,094.62 
Perry Street Preparatory PCS 323 $50,000.00 $22,980.12 $72,980.12 
Richard Wright PCS 284 $50,000.00 $20,205.43 $70,205.43 
Roots PCS 106 $50,000.00 $7,541.46 $57,541.46 
SEED PCS 352 $50,000.00 $25,043.35 $75,043.35 
Sela PCS 134 $50,000.00 $9,533.55 $59,533.55 
Shining Stars Montessori Academy PCS 160 $50,000.00 $11,383.34 $61,383.34 
Somerset Preparatory DC PCS 279 $50,000.00 $19,849.70 $69,849.70 
St. Coletta PCS 251 $50,000.00 $17,857.62 $67,857.62 
Thurgood Marshall Academy PCS 387 $50,000.00 $27,533.46 $77,533.46 
Two Rivers PCS 695 $50,000.00 $49,446.39 $99,446.39 
Washington Global PCS 101 $50,000.00 $7,185.73 $57,185.73 
Washington Latin PCS 683 $50,000.00 $48,592.64 $98,592.64 
Washington Math Science Technology (WMST) PCS 310 $50,000.00 $22,055.23 $72,055.23 
Washington Yu Ying PCS 551 $50,000.00 $39,201.38 $89,201.38 

Totals 38647 $3,050,000.00 $2,749,575.17 $5,799,575.17 
 


