DC Public Charter School Instructional Contingency Plan
Instructions: As part of our emergency response planning, DC PCSB requests that schools develop and
submit a plan for continuing student learning in the event of a long-term school closure. You may either
complete the form below or submit a plan in an alternative format, but it must respond to all of the
prompts outlined below.
1. Please describe your plan for ensuring students will be able to access your educational
programming for core content classes in the event of a long-term school closure. In your
description, please explain, in detail, the methods for delivering instruction to students in their
homes (e.g., online, paper materials, etc.).
Roots PCS has the online I-Ready program for remote learning. All students have their codes
and individualized assignments. Teachers can monitor the students in real-time. Teachers
also have the phone numbers of students in order to help them by personal instruction.

2. If your plan depends on widespread distribution of materials (e.g., delivering work packets,
Chromebooks, or other resources to be used at home), please describe how you will distribute
those. Please also describe how you plan to maintain active communication with families during
a long-term closure.
Students who do not have computers at home are loaned school computers. ELA and Math
Work packets will be distributed at the end of the day, Friday, March 13. Teachers will
communicate with families through classroom dojo and active phone calls and text
messages.

3. If your plan depends on students having internet access to complete work, please describe how
you will identify and accommodate for students who do not have access to internet at home.
After conducting a survey, we found that 90% of our families have access to internet at
home. We encourage those without it to sign up with Comcast.
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4. Please describe, at a high level, the types of assignments students will complete, how you will
ensure that coursework is aligned to your educational program, and how coursework will be
tailored to students’ needs (including students with disabilities and English learners). Finally,
please explain how you will assess student learning.
The students were recently assessed using i-Ready, our educational online platform.
Students have been assigned coursework based on the data from i-Ready. I-Ready is
adaptive, so the students will also be prescribed individualized lessons and assignments that
will be offered through i-Ready and they also receive physical packets in Math and ELA. The
SPED teacher will provide instructional support and will be in close communication with
students with disabilities.

5. Please describe how you will train and support teachers and other school staff in both creating
and delivering remote coursework in the event of a long-term closure. Please also describe how
you will train and support families delivering remote coursework.
Teachers have been trained on how to assign work through i-Ready and monitor daily
activity and growth. Teachers will also be in communication with families to address any
concerns and/or difficulties.

6. Please describe how you will ensure compliance with the Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act and Section 504 during a long-term closure. Please describe, in detail, how you will ensure
continuity of services for students during this time and, if necessary, provide additional
academic supports upon students’ return.
The SPED teacher will provide instructional support and will be in close and daily
communication with students with disabilities. The families have been contacted and virtual
meetings, using Skype and Facetime, have been set up.
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ROOTS PCS Instructional Contingency Plan Update
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, LEAs have been asked to implement Instructional Contingency
Plans to ensure students have access to learning at home. Schools shared initial information about their
plans with DC PCSB on March 17. The questions below ask LEAs to share an update about
implementation of their plans, and to elaborate further on specific areas.
1) What adjustments, if any, have you made to your Instructional Contingency Plan since the initial
March 17 submission to DC PCSB?

Roots PCS plans to end instructional time: June 12, 2020 instead of May 29, 2020.

2) Please elaborate on how you are measuring student learning during this time. Please describe,
in detail, the methods of assessment you are using (e.g. exit tickets, teacher designed quizzes,
etc.) to see that students are making academic progress through distance learning.
Teachers are using iReady assessments, CLASS DOJO, (formal & informal)TEACHING
STRATEGIES and checklists.
3) Please elaborate on how you are assessing student participation in distance learning. Please
describe, in detail, the touchpoints you are using to assess student participation and how you
are tracking this information.
Student Participation is tracked through ZOOM, Work Packets, Photos,& Verbal
Assessments.
• Please also explain how you are tracking students who, to date, have not engaged with
distance learning, and describe any interventions you are using to re-engage those
students.

We have two(2) students who have not been engaged. We are still in the
contact process.

4) Please elaborate on the following areas of support for students/families with disabilities:
• How you are implementing student IEPs and 504 plans, including for students with
intensive levels of support and/or service hours. In your response, please distinguish
between specialized instruction and related services. We have NO students with 504
plans. The students with IEPs are receiving Specialized instruction(per their IEP) and
they are receiving the Related services(per their IEP) by the specified Provider.
• How you are maintaining IDEA timelines in collaboration with families and documenting
delivered services. The services are collaborated with families & documented in
•

SEDS, according to IDEA timelines.

What steps you are taking to determine whether, and to what extent, compensatory
services will be offered once school resumes. When school re-opens we will offer

Compensatory services to two (2) students who are indicating a need: one will
need Counseling and the other will need Speech, Counseling, and Specialized

•

instruction. A decision to add others if needed will be finalized by June 12,
2020.

What steps you are taking to ensure that family members with disabilities (e.g. a
guardian with visual impairment) are able to access content to support their students’
learning. N/A

5) Please elaborate on the following areas of support for students/families with limited English
proficiency:
• How you are providing language assistance, in both English and/or the home language,
to English learners during distance learning. Please describe, in detail, how you are
giving students access to academic content and language instruction across the four
language domains of reading, writing, listening, and speaking that is aligned to their
levels of English proficiency. N/A
• What steps you are taking to ensure that non-English speaking family members are able
to access content to support their students’ learning.

N/A

6)

Broadly speaking, how is your school planning for in-person opportunities to make up for missed
learning time following the extended closure (e.g. summer school)? If you have not yet made
any decisions about make-up instructional time, what is your projected timeline for making
decisions about this issue? Decision will be made by May 25, 2020.
•

If your school has already decided to offer in-person learning opportunities to make up
for school closure, please elaborate on how and when such opportunities will be
offered. This Decision will also be made by May 25, 2020.

