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Fishing Secrets

	One morning, a man named Hawk peered through the trees at the sparkling lake near his village. He spotted Chief Bear wading in the water with his spear.
	Chief Bear has found a new way to catch fish without his canoe, thought Hawk. Chief Bear often caught the most fish, so Hawk followed the chief’s example. Grabbing his spear, Hawk eagerly stepped into the water. However, the round stones on the lake bottom were like slippery turtle shells. With a splash, Hawk tumbled into the gentle waves. The cold water made him shiver, but he kept trying.   
	Soon, a woman named Willow noticed the men. She didn’t want to ask why they were fishing without canoes. I won’t seem very smart if I ask a silly question, thought Willow. Timidly, she grabbed her spear and joined them. 
	Before long, more villagers waded into the lake, following Chief Bear’s example. Like a flock of herons, they stabbed at the water with their pointed spears. Unfortunately, instead of catching a prized fish, each villager tumbled into the lily pads.
Giggling, a young girl named Bee stared at the funny scene. “Chief Bear, what are you and the villagers doing?” Bee asked.  She liked to find the answer to every puzzle. 
	“I am turning over stones with my spear to look for crabs,” explained Chief Bear with twinkling eyes. “My canoe has a hole, so I patched it with some pitch. After it dries, I’ll go fishing.”
	“Would you like to fish with me in my canoe?” Bee offered.
	“That’s a fine idea,” agreed Chief Bear as he waded out of the water. “It is much easier to fish with a canoe.” A few moments later, Chief Bear and Bee smoothly paddled across the lake. Behind them, the villagers splashed through the waves, still trying to catch their spears!  
Item:
Characters do things for different reasons. Authors show these reasons through the thoughts, words, and actions of characters.
Three of the characters in “Fishing Secrets,” Hawk, Willow, and Bee, have different reasons for their actions. What are these reasons? How are they shown to the reader by each character’s thoughts, words, and actions?  
In your response, be sure to:
· Describe the reasons behind each character’s actions and how these reasons are shown in the story.
· Use specific details, such as thoughts, words, or actions, from the story to support your description.
· Include a beginning, a middle, and an end in your writing.

Be sure to check your writing for correct spelling, capitalization, and punctuation.
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	CCSS: Writing 9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research; Reading Literary 3: Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions).





Key Details:
Hawk
· wanted to be like Chief Bear
· copied what Chief Bear did so that he could be like him
Willow
· wanted to appear smart
· wondered what Hawk and Chief Bear were doing, but thought they would think she wasn’t smart if she asked
· fished like the others even though what they were doing didn’t make sense to her
Bee
· wanted to know the answers and wasn’t afraid to ask
· asked Chief Bear what he was doing and learned the best way to fish

	4 	The response demonstrates an understanding of the complexities of the text.
· Fully addresses the demands of the question or prompt
· Effectively uses explicitly stated text as well as inferences drawn from the text to support an answer or claim


	3  The response demonstrates an understanding of the text.
· Addresses the demands of the question
· Uses some explicitly stated text and/or some inferences drawn from the text to support the answer

	2  The response is incomplete or oversimplified and demonstrates a partial or literal understanding of the text.
· Attempts to answer the question
· Uses explicitly stated text that demonstrates some understanding

	1 The response shows evidence of a minimal understanding of the text.
· Shows evidence that some meaning has been derived from the text to answer the question
· Has minimal textual evidence







Exemplary Response: 
     In the story “Fishing Secrets,” three characters act in different ways when they see the chief of their tribe walking in the water with his fishing spear. The reasons that each character acts differently are shown in each character’s thoughts, words, and actions.  
     Hawk wanted to be like the chief. He knew that Chief Bear was better than him at catching fish and so he copied what Chief Bear was doing. Even though he didn’t catch any fish while copying Chief Bear, Hawk still thought Chief Bear knew what he was doing. Hawk fell on the slippery stones into the cold water but continued to fish in the same way.
     Willow wanted to appear smart. She wondered what Chief Bear and Hawk were doing, but she didn’t say anything. She thought she wouldn’t “seem very smart” if she asked “a silly question.” So, she fished like the men even though it didn’t make sense to her.   
      Bee didn’t question herself and wanted to solve problems. She didn’t worry about asking silly questions or copying what others were doing. She wanted to figure out what was happening and that is why she asked Chief Bear what he was doing.    
     Each character acted differently for a different reason. Hawk wanted to keep up with his fellow tribesman, Chief Bear. Willow wanted to not look silly. These two reasons made Hawk and Willow act in a foolish way. Bee’s reason behind her actions was to solve problems instead of guessing at what was happening. She did not act in a foolish way. These are three different reactions to Chief Bear’s actions in “Fishing Secrets.”
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