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We interviewed 5 individuals: 2 current and former staff members and 3 students. The team was 
unable to interview Admin 3,       
 
Our investigation revealed two potential testing violations: 1) Test Administrator 1 provided 
unauthorized accommodations to students in  testing group and 2) The process for signing test 
materials in/out was inconsistent leading to a lack of a clear chain of custody for testing 
materials. These violations are described in detail in the following section of this report. 
 
With regards to the two missing High School Biology booklets4, Admin 1 stated that  was not 
aware of any missing materials and Admin 2 recalled that everything was returned. As support, 
we received the following: 

1) School Security Checklist for the High School Spring 2014 Biology Test indicating by Test 
Book Security Number that both missing test booklets were used.  They were signed out by 
Teacher 7 along with 12 other booklets.  The booklets were also signed back in by Admin 2. 

2) DC CAS 2014 Observer Form (After Testing) dated April 10, 2014.  The DCPS observer 
noted no issues with the packing of scoreable and non-scoreable test materials.  Question 
no. 11 of the Observer Form asks “Were the scoreable materials stacked with the “Group 
Information Sheets” in the scoreable box?” and Question no. 12 asks “Were the non-
scoreable materials stacked in the non-scoreable box, including all booklets listed in the 
“School Security Checklist” and scratch papers?” The Observers responded “Y[es] to 
both questions. 

3) Signed Test Materials Letter of Verification. 

Although Admin 1 and Admin 2 have indicated that they were not made aware of any missing 
materials, DCPS provided the team with the email communications to Dunbar confirming that it did 
communicate to the school regarding the missing materials and was awaiting a response. The team 
reviewed an email from DCPS sent to Admin 1 and Admin 2 dated June 13, 2014 in which the 
school was notified of the specific materials missing and the response required by “no later than June 
19, 2014.”  The team also reviewed follow up emails sent from DCPS to Admin 1 on September 30, 
2014 and again on October 7, 2014.  DCPS stated that follow-up was attempted via phone on a few 
occasions but with no success.  In addition, the team sent two emails to the school – on January 13, 
2015 to Admin 1 and Admin 2 and on January 15, 2015 to Admin 1 - requesting evidence of 
shipment; however, neither Admin 1 nor Admin 2 has provided a response as of the date of this 
report.   
 
Although we were unable to obtain proof of shipment from the school, we were able to confirm that 
the missing test materials were signed back in to the Test Chairperson per the School Security 
Checklist. DCPS subsequently provided a signed Test Materials Letter of Verification confirming 
that all materials were returned. Considering all of the available evidence: 1) the School Security 
Checklist reflecting that both test booklets were properly signed in and out, 2) the DC CAS 2014 
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Observer Form affirming that all listed booklets in the School Security Checklist were stacked in the 
non-scoreable box, as appropriate and 3) the Test Letter of Verification, we conclude that the school 
has demonstrated that the missing booklets were properly checked out and in and were a part of the 
shipment returned to the vendor.  

VI. DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF POSSIBLE TESTING VIOLATIONS  
A. Providing Unauthorized Test Accommodations 

Test Administrator 1 explained that during parts of the tests where  was allowed to read aloud, 
 would read each test question aloud to the entire testing group twice. When asked if  read 

the test questions to any individual student, by standing next to the student, Test Administrator 1 
said  did not recall reading test questions to any student individually.  also did not recall 
simplifying or translating any test questions to students. 

 
None of the students interviewed recalled that questions were read to the testing group. Student 
1A recalled that the Test Administrator, who  noted to be a “sub who filled in,” would re-read 
the questions to students “not out loud but would whisper next to them.” Student 1A also 
recalled that “if there was a word they couldn’t understand, the Test Administrator would break 
it down for the student and would re-read it to them.” The team noted that the translation of 
words and phrases was an allowed accommodation for Student 1A. Student 1B did not recall any 
questions being read out loud by Test Administrator 1 and Student 1C stated that Test 
Administrator 1 only read the instructions.  
 
Per a review of the accommodations allowed for Test Administrator 1’s testing group, the team 
noted that   the  students were approved to receive an accommodation for the reading aloud 
of test questions and   the  students were approved to receive an accommodation for the 
translation of words and phrases. 

The Testing Integrity Act of 2013, Section 103 (a)(4) indicates, in relevant part, that authorized 
personnel shall…be prohibited from: 

(E) Altering the test procedures stated in the formal instructions 
accompanying the Districtwide assessments; 

The 2014 DC State Test Security Guidelines (Page 13 & 14), provided to us by OSSE, indicate, 
in relevant part, that: 

 
Any violation of the guidelines…by school personnel shall 
constitute a test security violation…such violations include but are 
not limited to the following: 
 

5.p. Providing unapproved test accommodations to a student 
 
Although Test Administrator 1’s testing group is a   , the 
accommodations provided to each student vary.    the  students in Test Administrator 1’s 
testing group are not approved to receive the accommodation for the reading aloud of test 
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State Test Security and Non-Disclosure 
Agreements5 

Yes; noted agreements signed by all adults 
interviewed. 

School Security Checklist 
 

Reviewed; noted several instances where 
materials had not been signed back in. 

Other Documents Reviewed DC CAS 2013-2014 Test Materials Letter of 
Verification. 

 

                                                 
 
5  Referred to in Testing Integrity Act Sec. 103(a)(1)(B) as Testing Integrity and Security Agreements. 


