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Testing Accommodations Manual Training
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

[bookmark: _GoBack]General Accommodations Questions
Will we get a copy of the accommodations manual?
The OSSE Accommodations manual is posted to http://osse.dc.gov/service/accommodations.
Where are the planning tools?  
The planning tools will are posted to http://osse.dc.gov/service/accommodations.
If accommodations are to be used for instruction and assessment, then would you consider providing the accommodation for the OSSE State Mandated Assessment before the school year begins?
Accommodations are individualized, and should be selected earlier in the school year to ensure the accommodation appropriately address the barriers of the disability.   The accommodation needs to be used during instruction so the student has ample time to use the accommodation and the teacher has time to evaluate the appropriateness and effectiveness of the accommodation.
If an accommodation has not been used on an assessment, can the accommodation be omitted?
Some accommodations used in the classroom may not be appropriate for state assessments.  Students do not have to use every accommodation offered to them on state assessments.
Can a student without an IEP or 504 plan receive accommodations for the test?  If so, what are their limits?
Accommodations are intended for students with disabilities and reduce the effects of a disability while maintaining learning expectations.  Accommodations are provided to eligible students with a disability, are individualized and are documented in the student’s IEP or 504 plan.  Students without an IEP or 504 plan are not eligible for accommodations.
Are post-it notes allowed?  It was stated that you cannot in the test chairperson’s training, however, in Appendix B-3 it states under Markers to maintain place it is allowed for DC CAS, please clarify.
Post-it notes are allowed for all students, however, special care must be taken to ensure residue is not left in the test booklets.
Do we need to identify the amount of time for SWD/ELL would need for extended time?
The DC CAS is an untimed test, all students are allowed additional time.  If a student with a disability needs additional time beyond what is provided to the testing group, then extended time should be identified as an accommodation in the IEP or 504 plan.   
Are home schooled kids mandated to take the DC CAS?
No
It was stated that highlighters & markings on test are not allowed.  However, during the 2/28/12 training it states that highlighters are allowed for grades 4-10.
Highlighters are allowed for all students in grades 4-10, not allowed for grades 2 or 3.  2nd and 3rd grade students may use No. 2 pencils on the passages instead of highlighters.
Are grammar and spelling a scoring criteria for the DC CAS Composition? 
Yes, spelling, grammar, and conventions are a part of the student’s final score for the composition section of the DC CAS.
Can test administrator remind the student to specify how to edit their response (e.g. spelling, capitalization, and punctuation).
In the Test Directions, it is states in the script to remind students to use correct grammar, spelling, punctuation, and capitalization.  
SPED
The IEP is not set to capture the district and assessment accommodations. The IEP only says state testing accommodations. When will the update in Easy IEP be made to align with the information in the Accommodations training and manual? 
The language in SEDS will not be updated to specifically reflect district accommodations; however, the accommodations identified for use on the state assessment should also be used on district assessments were applicable.  
How is oral and dictated response different? (IEP team may not be accessible at the time when clarification is needed)
Oral Response is when the student will state the response to a multiple choice question with a scribe filling in the answers on a scannable answer sheet.
Oral Response is an allowable accommodation for students with disabilities on the Reading, Math, Science, and Health Portions of the DC CAS.
Dictated Response is when the student will state their constructed response and a scribe will transcribe to the answer document.  The scribe must not edit or alter student’s work in any way and must record word for word exactly what the student has dictated.  Scribes may request clarification from the student about the use of capitalization, punctuation and spelling key words.  And must allow the student to review and edit what the scribe has written.  A scribe records while the student is dictating and edits while in front of the student.
If a student has only one or the other of the accommodations (dictated/oral response), can they have dictated response to both multiple and constructed response. 
No, students must have both accommodations listed in their IEP in order to receive both the dictated response and oral response.  
SWD have highlighters written in their IEP, but it’s not listed in the accommodations manual, how do we proceed-the accommodation is used in the classroom as well as on formal and informal assessments?
Highlighters are allowed for all students in grades 4-10, not allowed for grades 2 or 3.  2nd and 3rd grade students may use No. 2 pencils on the passages instead of highlighters.
Can the testing schedule be altered to include the entire testing window for students with IEPs?  i.e. a session per day
Yes, a student with an IEP can be administered the test over several days.  Security precautions need to be considered.  Students are not allowed to return to a section they completed the day before.
In SEDS, there is no clear way to list extended time length (2.5 times, 1.5 times, etc.)
The DC CAS is an untimed test, all students are allowed additional time.  If a student with a disability needs additional time beyond what is provided to the testing group, then extended time should be identified as an accommodation in the IEP or 504 plan.  A specific amount of time does not need to be listed in SEDS.
Can small group testing include students with and without IEPs as long as it’s a smaller group than traditional instruction?
Small group testing is not defined by a specific number.  The number of students in a room is determined by the student’s needs and grouping of those with similar needs to ensure accommodations are not provided to students without and IEP or 504 plan.
If the student needs an extra time but only half of the time allowed, is that considered an accommodation?  
The DC CAS is an untimed test, all students are allowed additional time.  If a student with a disability needs additional time beyond what is provided to the testing group, then extended time should be identified as an accommodation in the IEP or 504 plan.  A specific amount of time does not need to be listed in SEDS.
There is an accommodation on simplifying directions. Does this apply to all directions?
Simplification of directions is an allowable accommodation for all portions of the DC CAS for students with disabilities and English Language Learners.  Simplification is for the directions only.  The test examiner may rephrase with different words, simplify the steps of the directions or add additional directions to assist the student in understanding what he or she is supposed to do.
ELL
Are ELP Level 1 students exempt from the composition portion of the DC CAS as well as the Reading?
Only ELLs who have enrolled in the United States Schools for the first time within 12 months from the last day of the previous year’s test window are not required to participate in the Reading or Composition portion of the DC CAS regardless of their ELP level. 
Can ELL level 4 and 5 students take the test if they have been in the country (enrolled in the school) for less than a year?
Yes, a student (ELP Levels 1-4) that has enrolled in the United States Schools for the first time within 12 months from the last day of the previous year’s test window can take the reading and composition of the DC CAS; however, their scores are not counted in calculated AYP.
Can we give all the accommodations available to a certain level to ELL students in that level?
All ELLs at levels 1-4 are eligible for available accommodations.  However, it may not be necessary to assign all available accommodations based on ELP Levels.  The ELL team must consider other factors such as the student’s age, grade level, and prior use of the accommodation during instruction.
What kind of dictionaries can be used? 
Each LEA is responsible to purchase dictionaries to meet the direct linguistic needs of their students.  Dictionaries that include extensive word definitions are not allowed.  Any English dictionary used for accommodations should contain simplified definitions designed for use with English Language Learners.
On which content areas are English dictionary and bilingual word-to-word dictionaries allowed?

 Math, science and health only (not reading or composition)

Can a student who has been in the U.S. for more than 3 years use a bilingual word-to-word dictionary?

Yes, according to the OSSE Testing Accommodations Manual, ELLs are eligible for bilingual word-to-word dictionaries are based on student’s ELP level (ACCESS for ELLs levels 1-4), not the ELL’s time in the U.S.

Should an ELL with an IEP receive either the accommodations in his/her IEP or the ELL accommodations, but not both?

An ELL with an IEP is eligible for both the accommodations in his/her IEP AND the ELL accommodations for which he/she is eligible.  It is not an either/or choice.  If there is a conflict between IEP and ELL accommodations, the IEP accommodation takes precedence (due to IDEA requirements).

Who should test an ELL with an IEP? The SPED staff in the school or the ELL staff? Does the SPED staff always test the ELL who has an IEP?  How can be we sure this student is receiving his/her ELL-specific accommodations (such as simplification of the writing prompt)?

OSSE recommends that SPED and ELL staff at a school work collaboratively to meet the needs of ELLs who also have an IEP. Test administration should be scheduled in a way that allows the student to take the assessment under the least restrictive conditions.

Are the scores of accommodated ELLs included in a schools’ AYP calculation?

Yes, federal law requires ELL participation in state academic achievement assessments and also requires that ELLs are offered accommodations to the extent practicable.  Thus, accommodated test scored are not left of out a school’s AYP calculation. For AYP purposes, there is no difference between accommodated and unaccommodated ELL scores on the DC CAS.
Is the English dictionary word-to-word only or can it contain short definitions?

Any English dictionary used for accommodation purposes must contain simplified definitions designed for use with English language learners. 

Are electronic translators allowed? 
No, electronic translators are not allowed.
Can students read aloud to themselves? 
Yes, however, if a student reads aloud to themselves, they should be position in such a way as not to disturb other testing students.
Who pays for the dictionaries?  We have had a problem finding vendors.  How long is it going to take to order new dictionaries?  
Ordering dictionaries is left up to individual schools, please contact the appropriate offices within your LEA.
Is translation of directions an allowed accommodation for ELLs?  If so, what levels?
The translation of directions is not an allowable testing accommodation for ELL students. 
Many high performing ELLs (who are not pulled for ESL instruction) prefer to be tested in their classrooms.  Can we allow this?
All ELLs at levels 1-4 are eligible for available accommodations.  However, it may not be necessary to assign all available accommodations based on ELP Levels.  The ELL team must consider other factors such as the student’s age, grade level, and prior use of the accommodation during instruction. 
Is it wise to introduce dictionaries to 2nd grade ELL students?
The selection of accommodations is a school team based decision.  Take into consideration the proficiency level of the students, the amount of time the student has spent in the US, the student’s age and grade level, and if the students are familiar and comfortable using the accommodation during instruction.
How do you determine what ELL level a student is?  Does the level directly correlate with ACCESS scores? (i.e.  if they score a level 3 are they a level 3 ELL)
ELL levels are determined by a student’s W-APT ELP score or their ACCESS for ELLs ELP score.
Is there a list of ELL accommodations allowable by ELL level?
Yes, please refer to Section 2, Appendix C-2 of the Testing Accommodations Manual. 
Can high performing ELL (ELP 4) remain in their classroom for testing if they and their teacher prefer?
All ELLs at levels 1-4 are eligible for available accommodations.  However, it may not be necessary to assign all available accommodations based on ELP Levels.  The ELL team must consider other factors such as the student’s age, grade level, and prior use of the accommodation during instruction. 
Can ELL parents opt out from ACCESS testing? 
No, parents of ELLs can opt out of supplemental Title III services, but cannot opt of the ACCESS for ELLs English language proficiency test.
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