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Dr. Christina Grant, State Superintendent

The Office of the State Superintendent of Education
1050 First Street, NE

Washington, DC 20002

Dear Superintendent Grant:

The Office of Child Care has completed its review of the proposed amendments to the District of
Columbia’s approved Child Care and Development Fund (CCDF) Plan for FFY 2022-2024,
submitted on July 29, 2022.

This letter is to inform you that the following CCDF Plan amendments were approved.

e Sections 1.1.1 and 1.1.2 — CCDF Lead Agency- Amended to reflect title changes for
the Lead Agency official effective December 07, 2021, and the CCDF Administrator
effective May 17, 2022.

e Sections 1.2.3, 1.7.1 and 7.5.2 — Child Care Resource and Referral — Amended to
reflect the new information technology platform used to monitor and track child care
resource and referral activities effective January 3, 2022.

e Section 1.6.1 — Public-Private Partnerships — Amended to reflect a partnership
expansion to include the addition of two local entities responsible for dispersing
COVID-19 relief grants effective December 01, 2021.

e Sections 2.3.1, 2.3.2, 2.3.3, 2.3.5, 2.3.7, 2.3.8, 2.3.9, 2.3.10, 2.3.11, 2.4.1, 2.4.2, 2.6.1
and 4.1.2 — Consumer Education Website — Amended to update the base link to the
consumer education website effective February 1, 2022. Sections 2.3.7 and 2.3.8 were
also amended to reflect updates to the aggregate data and monitoring and inspection
reports effective February 1, 2022. Approval of this amendment indicates that the
District of Columbia’s CCDF Plan demonstrates compliance with the Final Rule.

e Sections 3.1.3 and 3.2.1 — Sliding Fee Scale — Amended to reflect an increase in
initial income eligibility limits to 250% of the FY 2022 Federal Poverty Level and the
second tier of eligibility limits to 85% of the FY 2022 State Median Income, with
corresponding co-payment changes, effective October 1, 2021.

e Sections 4.2.5, 4.3.1, 4.3.4, 4.3.5 and 4.3.6 — Payment Rates — Amended to reflect
an increase in payment rates effective October 1, 2021, and the establishment of
public emergency rate regulation during the state declared emergency for COVID-19
effective January 3, 2022. Please note, compliance decisions for Sections 4.3.1, 4.3.4
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and 4.3.5 are still pending, per the CCDF plan approval letter sent to the Lead Agency
on December 13, 2021.

e Section 4.4.1 — Payment Practices — Amended to reflect an update to how child care
subsidy payments based on the child’s attendance are processed, including a
permanent increase in the number of unexcused absences effective February 07, 2022

e Section 6.1.1 — Professional Development — Amended to add a locally funded
initiative to increase compensation for the early childhood education workforce, tied
to roles and credentials, effective March 28, 2022.

e Sections 7.1.2 and 7.4.2 — Quality Activities — Amended to update the title of the
District of Columbia’s early learning standards effective October 1, 2021.

e Sections 7.2.1, 7.4.1 and 7.10.1 — Use of Quality Funds and Quality Improvement
Activities — Amended to reflect that during the state declared emergency for COVID-
19 the use of American Rescue Plan Act funds, Coronavirus State Fiscal Recovery
funds, and local funds to support the quality and supply of child care effective
October 1, 2021, November 1, 2021, and November 10, 2021.

e Sections 7.7.1 and 7.7.2 — Evaluating and Assessing Quality — Amended to reflect
an increase in the target number for two CLASS Pre-k domains, and an increase in
the number of facilities designated high-quality and quality effective October 1, 2021.

The effective dates for these amendments to the District of Columbia’s CCDF Plan are noted on
the amendments log within the ACF-118 electronic submission site.

If you have any questions or need further assistance, please feel free to contact Agda Burchard,
Child Care Program Manager in our Philadelphia Regional Office at (215) 861-4096 and
agda.burchard@acf.hhs.gov.

We appreciate your efforts to meet the child care needs of eligible families in the District of
Columbia and look forward to our continued partnership in the administration of your Child Care
and Development Fund Program.

Sincerely,

Ruth J. Digitally signed by

. Ruth J. Friedman -S
Friedman - Date: 2022.11.17

S 13:46:02 -05'00'

Ruth J. Friedman, Ph.D.
Director, Office of Child Care

cc: Sara Mead, Deputy Superintendent of Early Learning, Office of the State Superintendent of
Education
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Christina M. Crayton, Early Childhood Education Policy Officer, Office of the State
Superintendent of Education

Agda Burchard, OCC Regional Program Manager, Region 3

Marlana Wallace, Regional Liaison, Office of Child Care
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