




 

additionally requires that the LEA take whatever action is necessary to ensure that the parent 
understands the proceedings and materials provided [emphasis added] at the IEP team 
meeting, including providing written material in the parent’s native language, unless it is clearly 
not feasible to do so. (5-A DCMR §3009.7(b)) LEAs must provide a copy of the evaluation report, 
and any underlying assessments, at no cost to the parent, no later than five (5) business days 
before the eligibility meeting, unless the parent agrees to a meeting date within five (5) 
business days. (5-A DCMR §3006.11(b)) The complainant alleges that failed to provide 
translated copies of the student’s draft IEP and reevaluation reports prior to the review 
meetings in June.  
 
Findings of Fact and Discussion 
The complainant has limited English proficiency; the complainant’s primary language is Spanish. 
On  the complainant’s attorney requested that  send translated copies of the 
student’s reevaluation reports and schedule a meeting to review them and update the 
student’s eligibility determination and IEP.  
 
In its response to the complaint,  claims that it has arranged for interpretation services at 
each IEP team meeting with the parent, including at the  ,  reevaluation 
meetings via the Language Line services. At these meetings, the IEP team reviewed the speech 
and language, occupational therapy, and psychological reevaluation reports; determined that 
the student continues to be eligible for special education services; and updated the IEP. Email 
communication shows that school staff members requested that the reevaluation reports be 
translated into Spanish prior to the reevaluation meetings; however, none of the translations 
were completed prior to the meetings. Although a translator was available at the meetings, the 
failure to provide translated copies of the reevaluation reports to the parent prior to the 
meeting prevented the parent from fully understanding and participating. Reevaluation reports 
are long and dense and take time to understand. By not getting to review the reevaluation 
reports ahead of time, the parent was not able to ask questions or provide suggestions based 
on the information contained in the reports.  
 
Therefore,  has not complied with 34 CFR §300.322(e), 5-A DCMR §3009.7(b), and 5-A 
DCMR §3006.11(b).  
 
ISSUE TWO: SPECIAL EDUCATION RECORDS 

has not complied with 34 CFR §§300.501(a) and 300.613, because it failed to timely 
translate the student’s special education records. 
Pursuant to 34 CFR §300.501(a), the parents of a child with a disability must be afforded an 
opportunity to inspect and review all education records with respect to the identification, 
evaluation, educational placement, and the provision of FAPE to the child. The public agency 
must permit parents to inspect and review any education records relating to their children that 
are collected, maintained, or used by the agency pursuant to IDEA. (34 CFR §300.613(a)) The 







 

All corrective actions must be completed by the date specified above, but in no case later than 
one year from the date of this letter. If you have any questions regarding this decision, please 
contact me at Kirstin.Hansen@dc.gov or 202-741-0274. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Kirstin Hansen 
State Complaints Manager 
Office of Special Education 
 
cc: 
   

 
 

 




