




 

School boundary, the student’s in-boundary high school.  
 
DCPS has the authority to make administrative decisions about how to distribute programming 
and resources among its schools. The IEP team must make the placement decision, including 
determining the least restrictive environment and service levels, but DCPS has the flexibility to 
assign the student to a particular school or classroom location that meets the child’s special 
education and related services needs.1  ES is the feeder school for the  program at 
the child’s neighborhood high school and has the programming needed to implement the 
student’s IEP. OSSE finds that changing the location of services to  ES does not amount 
to a change in placement,  ES can implement the child’s IEP, and is as close as possible 
to the student’s home.  
 
Therefore, DCPS has complied with 34 CFR §300.116(b).  
  
 
CONCLUSION 

1. DCPS has complied with 34 CFR §300.116, because changing the location of services to 
 ES does not amount to a change in placement,  ES can implement the 

child’s IEP, and is as close as possible to the student’s home. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this decision, please contact me at Kirstin.Hansen@dc.gov 
or 202-445-4893. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Kirstin Hansen  
State Complaints Manager, Division of Systems and Supports, K-12 
 
cc: , Complainant 

, DCPS 
, DCPS 

 
1 Policy Letter to Breeskin p. 2, US Department of Education Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services 
(November 22, 2019).  




