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Background

The following document provides guidance to District local education agencies (LEAs) to assist them in
operationalizing and following District law and regulation for instructional day and attendance
requirements. It was drafted under the Office of the State Superintendent of Education’s (OSSE’s)
authority as a state educational agency prescribed in Chapter 29 of title 38 of the DC Official Code (DC
Code §§ 38-2602(b)(8), 38- 2602(b)(11), 2602(b)(15)), and attendance and instructional day regulations in
Title 5 Subtitle A, District of Columbia Municipal Regulations (DCMR), Chapter 21.

DC Code § 38-202(a) makes education compulsory for all children from age 5 to 18 years old, DC Code §
38-203(a) requires schools to take, collect, and report daily attendance, and DC Code § 38-208 requires
referrals to other District agencies when a specific number of unexcused absences are reached. Unless
provided a waiver, grades 1-12 in schools must have instructional days that are at least 6 hours in length
including breaks (5-A DCMR § 2100.3(a)). Schools report daily attendance to OSSE by using the attendance
codes defined in OSSE’s LEA Data Collections Template. Students must be present for 60 percent of the
instructional day to be considered “present” on that day (5-A DCMR § 2199.1). Schools must enter
absences as either “excused” or “unexcused,” consistent with definitions set in Title 5-A DCMR Chapter
21. This applies to both in-person and distance learning.

Scope

Section I: Guidance Related to Instructional Day (pages 2-6) applies to the 2025-26 school year
instructional calendar and instructional day of any elementary or secondary educational program
operating in the District of Columbia that is subject to the control or oversight of a local educational agency
(LEA) (defined herein as the District of Columbia Public Schools [DCPS] or a District of Columbia public
charter school operating under a single charter).

Section II: Using Routine & Situational Distance Learning and Recording Attendance (pages 7-11) describes
the requirements for the use of routine and situational distance learning for the 2025-26 school year in
elementary and secondary DCPS and public charter schools. It also describes the attendance requirements
for routine and situational distance learning in DCPS and public charter schools.

Effective Date
This guidance was issued on June 2, 2025, will apply to calendars and attendance for the 2025-26 school
year, and will remain in effect until further notice.

Questions

Questions regarding this guidance should be directed to Joseph Hood, at OSSE.calendarwaivers@dc.gov.
Questions regarding the submission of calendars in eSchoolPLUS should be directed to Naveen Kusula, at
Naveen.Kusula@dc.gov.
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Section I: Guidance Related to Instructional Day

Background

Establishing an instructional calendar is a foundational part of planning for the start of a school year. The
instructional calendar contains the days and times in which a school is providing educational services over
the course of the school year.

Guidance

I.  Definition of an Instructional Day

District of Columbia public and public charter elementary and secondary schools are required to have a
school year comprised of at least 180 instructional days. An instructional day is a school day that is at least
6 hours in length for students (Title 5, Subtitle A, DCMR, Section 2100.3.). The 6 hours may include time
allotted for lunch periods, recess, and class breaks. The Superintendent of Education has the authority to
waive instructional day requirements. Schools granted competency-based education waivers are not
exempt from instructional day requirements and must seek applicable waivers if they wish to be. More
information on waivers that OSSE will consider, and how an LEA may apply for a waiver, can be found in
the “Waivers” section below.

Il School Calendar Submission
An LEA, for each school under its authority, is required to submit its full school year instructional and non-
instructional days in eSchoolPLUS by the fourth Tuesday in June. LEAs should refer to the “eSchoolPLUS
LEA Calendars User Guide,” found here, for more information regarding the procedure to create calendars
in eSchoolPLUS. For the 2025-26 school year, the deadline to submit calendars is June 24, 2025.

OSSE will not review school calendars until the LEA affirms their calendar(s) as “Ready to Review” in the
calendar compliance review portal. The portal, as well as more information on the calendar review
process, will be found as a sheet in the Data Validation QLIK application. Please note that the portal is only
accessible for LEA data managers and LEA leaders.

lll.  School Calendar Compliance Review
After submission of the calendar and any applicable waivers, OSSE will review the submission for
conformance with regulatory requirements. OSSE will notify LEAs if the submitted calendars do not meet
the following conditions:

For Elementary and Secondary Schools
e School calendars must include at least 180 instructional days.

0 Information on waivers from this requirement can be found below.

0 Note that routine distance learning days count as “instructional days” for schools
approved by their authorizer — DCPS or DC Public Charter School Board — to provide
regular or otherwise routine distance or hybrid learning instructional days.

0 Situational distance learning days also count as “instructional days” but cannot be
built into a school calendar.

0 More information on distance learning can be found starting on page seven.

e Each instructional day must contain at least 6 hours, which may include lunch periods, recess,
and class breaks.

1050 First Street NE, Washington, DC 20002 - (202) 727-6436 TTY: 711 + osse.dc.gov


https://osse.dc.gov/service/office-data-management-and-applications
https://analysis.osse.dc.gov/azoidc/hub/my/work

Page 3

For Evening School, Adult Education, Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten Programs
e School calendars must have at least 180 instructional days.
0 Information on waivers from this requirement can be found below.
e The 6-hour minimum instructional day requirement is not applicable.

V. Instructional Day Requirements for Seniors in High School
D.C. Code § 38—202(b) states: “Any minor who has satisfactorily completed the senior high school course
of study prescribed by the Board and has been granted a diploma that certifies his or her graduation from
high school, or who holds a diploma or certificate of graduation from another course of study determined
by the Board to be at least equivalent to that required by the Board for graduation from the public senior
high schools, shall be excused from further attendance at school.”

If a school’s seniors will complete their senior high school course of study and will be granted a diploma
that certifies their graduation prior to reaching 180 days in their instructional calendar, then graduating
students may be exited from the school prior to receiving 180 days of instruction. If LEAs intend to do this,
they are encouraged to operationalize this by:

e Consulting with the LEA’s authorizing authority (either DCPS or the DC Public Charter School
Board) to determine the date that a student has satisfactorily completed their senior high school
course of study and been granted their diploma consistent with § 38—202(b); therefore, making
them eligible to be excused from further attendance at school.

e Exiting their senior students on the agreed-upon date using a credential exit code. For more
information on exiting students, please visit OSSE’s Entry and Exit Code Guidance.

V.  Weather-Related Closures (Show Days)
OSSE considers weather-related early dismissals and late starts full days of instruction for instructional
day counting purposes. Schools are encouraged to plan for two days of lost instructional time due to snow
in their annual calendars and may be required to reschedule up to two lost days of instruction due to
weather-related closures each school year.

OSSE will approve instructional day waivers from schools that apply for a waiver for weather-related
closures for every closure beyond the first two days of weather-related closures in a school year when
that closure is initiated by the Mayor. OSSE will continue to consider all other instructional day waivers
on a case-by-case basis. More information on instructional day waivers can be found in the “Waivers”
section below.

VL. Waivers

The Superintendent has the authority to waive the instructional day requirements; the sections that
follow outline the waivers available to LEAs for school calendars. LEAs are strongly advised to make no
communication to the public regarding changes to the school calendar until the waiver request has been
approved or denied. Waiver applicants should anticipate OSSE to respond within 10 business days of
submission. Applicable waivers should be submitted concurrently to when the LEA submits their
calendar(s) as “Ready to Review” in the calendar compliance review portal. School year 2025-26 waivers
are therefore due by June 24, 2025. If an LEA submits a calendar requiring a waiver as “Ready to Review”
without the required waiver, the calendar will be returned to the LEA for updates and found to be out of
compliance by OSSE.
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(a) Scheduled Half-Day Waivers

An LEA, on behalf of the school, may request to have an instructional “half-day” by submitting the
prescribed waiver form to OSSE for approval. A “half-day” is any instructional day at least 3, but less than
6, hours in length. LEAs may apply for a weekly half-day (for example, every Friday), or for less frequent,
more sporadic half days distributed across the school year (for example the last day of the school
calendar). Schools cannot have more than one OSSE-approved half-day in a school week. OSSE-approved
half-days count as full instructional days for meeting the minimum 180-instructional days requirement.

The waiver request, submitted by the LEA on behalf of the school(s), will be required to explain how the
instructional half-day will better serve students, improve instructional quality, and ensure that the half-
day does not cause a barrier to education. OSSE will review the request for approval.

OSSE will only consider approving half-day waivers meeting the following requirements:

e The waived part of the instructional day must be used for the purposes of advancing student
achievement. Waivers must include information outlining how the school will use the half-day to
better serve students and improve instructional quality.

e The waived part of the instructional day must be distributed across the remaining days in the
week.

0 For example, if the school has a 3-hour instructional day on Friday, the school must build the
waived 3 hours of Friday instruction into the Monday-Thursday schedule.

e The LEA articulates why OSSE granting a half-day waiver does not cause a barrier to education
and describes how it will take steps to ensure that a half-day of instruction will not cause a barrier
to student enrollment or attendance, for example providing transportation, child care, or
enrichment services for the remainder of the school day.?

0 Ifanelementary school (grades kindergarten to fifth) wishes to receive a half-day waiver from
OSSE and chooses to leverage aftercare or enrichment programs on the half-day, the cost of
the program must be provided at no additional cost to families with demonstrated financial
need for the hours that school would otherwise be in session. For example, if a school’s
regular school hours are between 8 a.m. and 2 p.m., and the school dismisses at 12 p.m. every
Wednesday, the cost of any afterschool enrichment or child care program must be SO for
families with demonstrated financial need between the hours of 12 p.m. and 2 p.m.

0 OSSE defines families with demonstrated financial need as those at or below 150 percent of
the Family Poverty Guidelines, consistent with OSSE’s current child care subsidy guidelines. If
OSSE’s child care subsidy guidelines change, this guidance will subsequently be updated. LEAs
will be required to provide evidence that families are aware of any financial assistance made
available to them.

Half-day waivers should be submitted on the same date that a school’s calendar is submitted to
eSchoolPLUS, and the proposed half-day(s) should be reflected in the submitted calendar. For the 2025-

OSSE’s 2023-24 Attendance Report included findings that “Students were, on average, 4.5 percentage points more
likely to be absent on early dismissal days compared to regular school days, resulting in approximately 1.4 additional
absences per student over a typical 31 early dismissal days per school year,” or an estimated “24,164 additional
absences compared to what would be expected without early dismissal.” The attendance report found that the
effect of half-days of instruction on student attendance was especially profound for elementary-aged students, who
are often too young to self-transport to and from school, and the highest probability of absence was on Friday early
dismissal days. LEA implementation of half-days should take these findings into consideration and implement
approved half-days thoughtfully as to minimize potential impacts on student attendance.
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26 school year, half-day waivers are due by June 24, 2025. OSSE reserves the right to deny half-day
waivers. The waiver form for an LEA to request a half-day can be submitted by the LEA data manager in
the OSSE Support Tool Quickbase Application. The submission portal can be found at:
octo.quickbase.com/db/bh9ehz85s.

(b) Half-Day Changes to Calendars During the School Year Due to School Closures

Schools may need to adjust their school calendar by adding or removing scheduled half-days after the
start of the school year due to unforeseen circumstances. After OSSE confirmation of calendar
compliance, LEAs may submit additional waivers to change their calendar(s) by converting full days of
instruction to half-days throughout the school year. To request such a waiver, they must use the half-day
waiver submission portal. Half-day waiver submissions throughout the school year will be considered on
a case-by-case basis, and waiver requests must meet the same requirements outlined for the beginning
of the school year half-day waiver requests. OSSE asks that LEAs, when at all possible, submit mid-year
half-day waiver requests no later than 20 business days prior to the first half-day proposed in the LEA’s
request.

(c) Flexibilities for Managing Unforeseen Circumstances

Over the course of a school year, circumstances may arise where a school leader must make decisions
about modifying the calendar or instructional day to ensure safe, effective operations of a school. LEAs
are encouraged to build in at least two surplus instructional days and at least 12 surplus hours in
anticipation of such circumstances that could necessitate school closures (e.g., snow days). In addition to
building in surplus instructional days and hours, school leaders have multiple flexibilities to make needed
modifications to their calendar.

If an LEA chooses to close a school on a scheduled day of instruction, it has one calendar month to make
necessary adjustments to its instructional day calendar if the closure caused the school’s instructional day
calendar to become out of compliance with 5-A DCMR § 2100.3 (most commonly reducing the number of
instructional days to fewer than 180 days). After the month has passed, OSSE may issue a finding of
noncompliance to the LEA with associated corrective actions.

Situations that could require an LEA to exercise flexibilities for unforeseen circumstances may include but
are not limited to: a significant disruption to school operations; a natural or man-made disaster; or other
situations that threaten the health, safety and well-being of the school community.

In the event of such unforeseen circumstances, school leaders have four options depending on the
number of instructional days and instructional hours in their school calendar. The four options are
outlined in tables one and two. Calendar modifications must be updated in eSchoolPLUS. Instructions for
modifying school calendars can be found in the eSchoolPLUS LEA Calendars User Guide.

Table One: School Closures that Maintain Minimum Instructional Day/Hour Requirements

School leaders whose school calendar has more than 180 regular instructional days and more than
1,080 instructional hours can:

1. Close the School and Not Make Up the Day — The LEA may close the school and not make up
the day(s) that the school is closed without needing to modify its calendar, as long as the total
number of regular instructional days remaining stays at or above 180 regular instructional days
and 1,080 instructional hours.

1050 First Street NE, Washington, DC 20002 - (202) 727-6436 TTY: 711 + osse.dc.gov


https://octo.quickbase.com/db/bh9ehz85s
https://osse.dc.gov/service/office-data-management-and-applications

Page 6

Example: A school calendar that has 181 regular instructional days and 1,267 instructional
hours may close school for one day, as this would result in 180 instructional days and 1,260
instructional hours in its calendar. However, a school whose calendar has 180 regular
instructional days and 1,267 instructional hours in its calendar could not exercise this option
because closing the school for one day would result in only have 179 regular instructional days.

Table Two: How LEAs May Respond When Below the Minimum Instructional Day/Hour Requirements

School leaders have three options if their school calendar has 180 or fewer regular instructional days,
1,080 or fewer instructional day hours, or both:

2. Close the School and Modify the Calendar by Adding Additional School Day(s) — If a school
does not have adequate excess instructional time built into its calendar and does not convert
to situational distance learning, the LEA may modify its instructional school calendar by adding
additional makeup days to meet the 180 instructional days requirement.

3. Convert to Situational Distance Learning — Every school that routinely provides in-person
learning has a “bank” of five distance learning days that can be used to respond to unforeseen
circumstances such as those outlined earlier. These days cannot be built into the school
calendar at the beginning of the school year, as they are strictly intended for managing
unforeseen circumstances. School leaders do not need advance approval from OSSE to use one
of their five banked days but are to note these modifications as they occur in eSchoolPLUS.
Banked days do not apply to instances where a school may close portions of the school, for
example a classroom or a grade level to respond to some operational need.

Schools may use their banked situational distance learning days to make up instructional days
lost due to emergency school closures but are encouraged to use their banked days on the
same day as the emergency.

OSSE maintains the ability to require, or permit, situational distance learning for all schools in
an LEA or the city under circumstances where an expansion to situational distance learning

would be warranted.

More information on situational distance learning can be found starting on page nine.

4. Request a Waiver — If an LEA seeks to drop below 180 days, drop below 1,080 instructional
hours, or convert to more than five days to situational distance learning, the LEA must seek a
waiver from OSSE. Waivers will only be granted for exigent circumstances. For example, a
significant disruption to school operations for an extended period of time or a natural or man-
made disaster or disruption that is significant and takes place over an extended period of time.

The waiver to drop below 180-days, 1,080-instructional hours, or both can be submitted by the
LEA data manager in the OSSE Support Tool Quickbase application. The waiver for instances
where an in-person school needs to convert more than five days to situational distance learning
can be submitted by the LEA data manager in the same application.

The submission portal for both can be found at: octo.quickbase.com/db/bh9ehz85s.
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Section Il: Using Routine & Situational Distance Learning and Recording

Attendance
Background
With approval by their authorizer, schools may provide distance learning on a routine basis. In addition,
all schools may provide distance learning on a situational basis under certain prescribed circumstances.
Schools are required to collect and report daily student attendance; this requirement applies to both in-
person and distance learning. The below guidance elaborates on the provision of, and attendance
requirements for, routine and situational distance learning.

Definitions
e Asynchronous: Non-simultaneous distance instruction where a student completes work
independently without a teacher providing real-time instruction.

e Distance: Instruction that takes place when the student is not physically present in the
educational institution in which the student is enrolled or where the student is assigned to

attend.

®  Hybrid: Instruction that is provided through both in-person and distance instruction on a routine
basis.

e Module: A subdivision of the instructional day (as defined in 5A-DCMR § 2100.3) for distance
learning.

e QOutput: An instructional activity completed by the student during a module of distance
learning that reflects the instruction delivered in that module.

® Routine distance: The use of only distance instruction by a school on a regular or otherwise
routine and predictable, nonemergency, basis.

e Situational distance: The use of distance instruction by a school otherwise providing in-person
instruction to address a temporary, emergency need.

e Synchronous: In synchronous modules, teaching and learning occur simultaneously such that the
teacher is able to react and respond to students in the moment and vice-versa.

Providing Routine and Hybrid Distance Learning
Schools may use routine or hybrid distance learning as a part of their instructional model. Routine or
hybrid distance learning is built into student schedules throughout the semester or school year.

Schools must be approved by their authorizer, either DCPS or the Public Charter School Board (PCSB), to
provide routine or hybrid distance instruction to students.

Schools and programs that offer routine or hybrid distance learning must meet instructional day
requirements as outlined in Section | of this guidance, as well as 5-A DCMR § 2101.11, which requires
educational institutions approved to offer distance learning to submit an attendance plan to OSSE for
approval on an annual basis. Details follow on what is required to be in the plan mandated by 5-A DCMR
§ 2101.11. All relevant, cited regulations can be found on the DC Register.

Schools and programs that offer routine or hybrid distance learning must design their instructional day
and report attendance in accordance with 5-A DCMR §§ 2101.11-2101.17 and OSSE’s School

Year 2025-26 OSSE Instructional Day and Distance Learning Guidance. More detail on 5-A DCMR §§
2101.11-2101.17 can be found starting in “Attendance in Routine and Hybrid Distance Learning” below.
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A school that provides instruction through routine or hybrid distance learning must abide by all laws and
policies applying to public and public charter schools. Specifically, schools and programs providing routine
or hybrid distance learning do not have flexibility with the following requirements:

e Instructing students using the statewide academic standards;

e Administering the statewide assessment in required subjects in compliance with all applicable
laws, regulations, and policies;?

e Complying with requirements for English learners;

e Complying with requirements of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and other legal requirements for students with disabilities;

e Following residency requirements;

e Following discipline requirements; and

e Following immunization requirements.

Schools and programs that offer routine or hybrid distance learning must address barriers to attending.
These schools and programs must:

e Provide comparable access to mental and behavioral health supports to students attending
school in-person in their local education agency and refer students for such supports when
warranted;

e Ensure enrolled students have adequate access to the internet and internet enabled devices
(e.g., laptops) without cost to students or families; and

e Inform families of the obligation for adequate supervision of children during distance learning
instruction.

Finally, any school or program that offers routine distance learning must allow for OSSE to observe
instruction and review any associated records to meet federal and local compliance requirements.

Attendance in Routine and Hybrid Distance Learning

Schools approved by their authorizer—DCPS or the Public Charter School Board (PCSB)—to provide routine
distance instruction to students must abide by the regulations and policies set forth by OSSE for taking
attendance. Schools that are not approved by their authorizer may not use routine distance learning.

Title 5-A DCMR Chapter 21 governs compulsory education and school attendance in DC, and schools and
LEAs must abide by all regulations set therein. 5-A DCMR §§ 2101.11—2101.17 address routine distance
learning requirements. Among these conditions are requirements for taking attendance in distance
learning, which include the following:

1. The instructional day must consist of at least 6 hours, which includes breaks (5-A DCMR §
2100.3).

2. The instructional day must be divided into modules that may be either synchronous or
asynchronous (5-A DCMR §§2101.11(a) and 2101.11(b)).

3. Each instructional day must consist of at least one synchronous module (5-A DCMR §
2101.11(c)).

4. To be considered present in synchronous modules, a student must (at least temporarily) turn on
their cameras and indicate their presence (5-A DCMR § 2101.12).

2 Currently, statewide assessments must be administered in-person.
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5. To be considered present in an asynchronous module, a student must complete an output
during the module (5-A DCMR § 2101.13).

6. To be considered “present” for the day for purposes of attendance tracking in distance learning,
a student must attend at least one synchronous class and be present for modules that comprise
at least 60 percent of the instructional day (5-A DCMR § 2199.1). For example, in the below
graphic, the student is counted as present because they have attended 60 percent of the
instructional day and at least one synchronous module.

Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 Lunch Break Module 4 Module 5

Scheduled

Time 8:30-9:30 1 Hour Lesson 1 Hour Lesson 11:30-12:30 12:45-1:45 1 Hour Lesson

Modality Synchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Lunch Break | Synchronous Asynchronous

Student is Student Student does Student does Student
Student seen on completes | not complete Lunch Break not appear on completes the
Action camera for the output output camera during output
module. activity. activity. the module. activity.
Student Present Present Absent Absent Present
Attendance

To operationalize these regulations, schools must annually submit a routine distance learning attendance
plan for approval in the OSSE Support Tool Quickbase Application by the fourth Tuesday in June. The plan
shows how the school will abide by distance learning requirements for the given school year. If a school
plans on operating routine distance learning for the 2025-26 school year, then they must submit a routine
distance learning attendance plan by June 24, 2025. The submission portal can be found at:
octo.quickbase.com/db/bh9ehz85s.

Providing Situational Distance Learning

Situational distance learning is the use of distance instruction by a school otherwise providing in-person
instruction to address a temporary, emergency need. Situational distance learning may be used for the
entire school, groups of students (for example, classrooms or grades), and for individual students in
response to threats of violence as outlined below in “Situational Distance Learning for Students in
Response to Threats of Violence.”

All DCPS and public charter schools may use situational distance learning when circumstances arise that
prohibit a school from providing instruction, such as those outlined on page five of this guidance in

“Flexibilities for Managing Unforeseen Circumstances.”

Public and public charter schools are not obligated to provide situational distance learning due to a child’s
medical condition, perceived risk of iliness, or absence from school unless the student has a medical
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condition that requires 10 or more absences and thereby triggers home or hospital instruction.? Schools
may adopt their own procedures for providing children who are absent from schools with make-up work
or make up instruction.

Situational distance learning for the entire school population must be used in accordance with the OSSE
Instructional Day and Distance Learning Guidance. Situational distance learning may be offered
synchronously or asynchronously.

Attendance for situational distance learning must be reported in accordance with 5-A DCMR § 2101.18,
outlined in part in “Attendance in Situational Distance Learning” on page 11 of this guidance.

Situational Distance Learning for Individual Students in Response to Threats of Violence

Situational distance learning may be used for a temporary, emergency need pertaining to threats of
physical violence to students under certain, limited circumstances. To place a student in situational
distance learning because of a threat of violence, a public or public charter school must:

1. Report a credible threat of violence against the student to the Metropolitan Police
Department (MPD), including by whom and the nature of the threat;

2. Possess a reasonable belief that the student is reasonably likely to be a victim of serious
bodily harm;

3. Possess a reasonable belief that providing situational distance learning will ameliorate the
threat of violence;

4. Coordinate with, and receive permission from, the student’s family for providing distance
learning;

5. Develop and effectuate a plan to reduce the threat of violence to the student and return the
student to in-person learning as soon as possible;

6. For students with disabilities receiving special education services, consider whether or not
the student’s individualized education program (IEP) can be implemented in the distance
learning setting, and convene the student’s IEP team to address any potential changes in
placement or services, as appropriate;

7. Input the appropriate student safety situational distance learning attendance code; and

8. Submit documentation to OSSE at forms.office.com/g/t7P3jk60vD verifying 1 through 4 by,
or before, the day the student is moved to situational distance learning.

Further, schools must limit the use of situational distance learning to the greatest extent possible. If a
student must be in situational distance learning for more than 10 consecutive school days, schools must
request an extension at forms.office.com/g/ t7P3jk60vD for each subsequent 10 consecutive school-day
period.

Situational Distance Learning for Other Safety Circumstances

With OSSE approval, a school may also provide situational distance learning if the school believes that it
will ameliorate a situational threat of harm to students. Schools may apply for such a waiver at
forms.office.com/g/XQ98tfgKfj. Once the waiver is received, OSSE will meet with the school and either
grant or deny the school’s waiver application. Schools granted a waiver must follow the attendance
regulations for situational distance learning and input the appropriate student safety situational
distance learning attendance code. The following conditions must be met to receive OSSE approval:

3DC Code §§ 38-251.01—38-251.11.
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1. Rationale: Schools must attest to a reasonable threat of harm to students due to special
circumstances.

2. Length of Waiver: Any granted waiver may only be used for up to 30 instructional days.

3. Eligibility: Schools may not place more than 10 percent of their enrolled students into
situational distance learning for other safety circumstances.

Attendance in Situational Distance Learning

When using situational distance learning, use the attendance codes for Distance Learning Situational (e.g.,
“Present Full — Distance Learning Situational”) and take attendance in accordance with the parameters
below.

For a student to be considered present in situational distance learning, a school must:

1. Authenticate the student’s presence. This can be done in a number of ways; for example,
signing on to a learning management system or through any means of communication (text,
phone, camera, etc.); and

2. Ensure that the student completes at least one output per situational distance learning day.

Attendance for Home and Hospital Instruction
Home and Hospital attendance taking guidance adheres to 5-A DCMR § 2508.7. It requires that:

1. Astudent approved for Home and Hospital Instruction remains on regular attendance rolls,
marked as Medically Excused.

2. The student is marked absent when they are not available for home or hospital instruction.
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