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APPENDIX A 


August 30, 2017 


 


Dear Colleague, 


 


You may have seen media coverage of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia decision to 


uphold the lower court's decision related to the D.L. v. District of Columbia1 special education litigation. 


Originally initiated in 2005, D.L. v. District of Columbia relates to the alleged failure of the District to 


identify and serve 3 to 5-year-old children with disabilities, including children transitioning from early 


intervention services provided in accordance with Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education 


Act (IDEA) to special education and related services in accordance with IDEA Part B. As we work together 


to ensure that the District continues to improve special education services for District of Columbia 


preschool children, I am writing to provide information regarding LEA responsibilities for ensuring 


adequate child find practices and other aspects salient to the D.L. v. District of Columbia case, and to 


provide a number of reminders regarding current practices. 


 


The District has made tremendous progress in serving children with disabilities, including preschool 


children. This progress has been acknowledged both by the court and the US Department of Education 


(USED) Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP). Specifically, OSEP recognized significant 


improvements in the District’s rates of timely transition from IDEA Part C to IDEA Part B, which moved 


from 8 percent in Federal Fiscal Year 2008 to 98 percent in 2015. As a result, OSEP released the District 


from mandated increased oversight and data reporting related to this area. In addition, the District’s 


Part B evaluation timeliness rates have trended between 90 to 95 percent for the last several years.2  


This year, the OSEP’s IDEA Part B performance rating for DC changed for the first time, from “needs 


intervention” to “needs assistance”.  This is an incredible milestone which demonstrates the city’s 


continued progress, progress that has been made through your continued, diligent efforts to serve 


children with disabilities well.   


 


At the same time, even with this progress, there is an outstanding issue of whether 1) the systemic 


changes the District has made that impact 3 through 5 year olds are sustainable, and 2) whether we are 


adequately identifying enough children ages 3 through 5 currently through existing child find efforts.  


 


For these and other reasons, the court in D.L. v. District of Columbia has asked the District to take 


additional steps to accelerate continued improvements in the location and identification of children 


aged three through five (“preschool children”), who may be children with disabilities. To this end, 


                                                        
1
 D.L. v. The District of Columbia (Case No. 1:05-cv-01437), 860 F.3d 713 (D.C. Cir. 2017)  


2
 For more information on the District’s performance in relation to IDEA, please visit OSSE’s Special Education Data 


and Reports. 
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beginning in school year 2017-18, there will be additional efforts to ensure continuous improvements, 


such as:  


 Additional data review and reporting; 


 Enhanced training regarding child find obligations and activities; and 


 Increased communications to clarify LEA responsibilities around the identification, evaluation, 


determination of eligibility, and provision of services to preschool children with disabilities. 


 


Data Review and Reporting  


As part of OSSE’s general system of supervision under IDEA, OSSE annually reviews and reports on the 


following metrics related to children aged 3 through 5: 


 Percent of children aged 3 through 5 with IEPs attending: A. Regular early childhood program 


and receiving the majority of special education and related services in the regular early 


childhood program; and B. Separate special education class, separate school or residential 


facility. (IDEA Part B Indicator 6 – Preschool Environments) 


 Percent of preschool children aged 3 through 5 with IEPs who demonstrate improved: A. 


Positive social‐emotional skills (including social relationships); B. Acquisition and use of 


knowledge and skills (including early language/communication and early literacy); and C. Use of 


appropriate behaviors to meet their needs. (IDEA Part B Indicator 7 – Child Outcome Summary) 


 Percent of children who were evaluated within 60 days of receiving parental consent for initial 


evaluation or, if the State establishes a timeframe within which the evaluation must be 


conducted, within that timeframe. The District of Columbia established timeline for evaluations 


is 120 days from referral to eligibility determination. (IDEA Part B Indicator 11 – Child Find) 


 Percent of children referred by Part C prior to age 3, who are found eligible for Part B, and who 


have an IEP developed and implemented by their third birthday. (IDEA Part B Indicator 12 – Early 


Childhood Transition) 


 The percentage of toddlers with disabilities exiting Part C with timely transition planning for 


whom OSSE has:  


A. Developed an individualized family service plan (IFSP) with transition steps and services at 


least 90 days, and at the discretion of all parties, not more than nine months, prior to the 


toddler’s third birthday;  


B. Notified (consistent with any opt-out policy adopted by the State) the State education 


agency (SEA) and the local education agency (LEA) where the toddler resides at least 90 days 


prior to the toddler’s third birthday for toddlers potentially eligible for Part B preschool 


services; and  


C. Conducted the transition conference held with the approval of the family at least 90 days, 


and at the discretion of all parties, not more than nine months, prior to the toddler’s third 


birthday for toddlers potentially eligible for Part B preschool services. (IDEA Part C Indicator 


8 – Effective General Supervision Part C / Effective Transition). 
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Beginning this year, OSSE will be reporting to the Court3 the following data points, which are similar but 


not identical to a number of the indicators described above: 


 


 Percent of children aged three through five4 who are enrolled in special education and related 


services under Part B or extended Part C services. A child is considered “enrolled” by the Court 


on the date he or she began receiving: 


o All of the special education and related services identified in his or her IEP, or 


o All of the services identified in his or her extended IFSP, including the required 


educational component. 


 Percent of children aged three through five referred for Part B services who receive a timely 


eligibility determination. 


o An eligibility determination is considered timely if it is completed within the period of 


time then-prescribed by federal and local law, currently 120 days from the date of 


referral. 


o The date of referral is defined as the date on which a written or oral request for 


assessment of a child aged three through five is received.  District of Columbia law 


requires the LEA to document oral referrals in writing within three (3) business days of 


receipt.5  Please note the following:  


 For the purpose of reporting to the Court, the referral may be made by a parent 


or a non-parent such as a pediatricians or an LEA employee.  


 The rates of smooth and effective transition by the student’s third birthday for students 


transitioning from IDEA Part C to IDEA Part B services.   


o A transition is considered “smooth and effective” if (1) the transition begins no less than 


90 days prior to the child’s third birthday; (2) the child is provided with an IEP listing the 


services that are to be provided and both the type of placement and a specific location 


for services by the child’s third birthday; (3) there is no disruption in services between 


IDEA Part C and IDEA Part B services (that is, all special education and related services in 


the child’s IEP must commence by the child’s third birthday); and (4) IDEA Part B 


personnel are involved in the transition process. Please note the following: 


o For the purpose of reporting to the Court, the District may report that there was no 


disruption in services as long as:  


 all of the child’s special education services begin on the child’s third birthday or, 


if that is a weekend or holiday, on the first school day after the child’s third 


                                                        
3
 The first report is due to the court September 1, 2017.  


4
 The enrollment percentage is required to be calculated by dividing the number of three through five year old 


children enrolled in an LEA by the total number of three through five year old children in the District, as reported in 
the most recent annual census estimate prepared by the U.S. Census Bureau’s Population Estimates Program, 
except in the years for which the decennial census results are issued, in which case the enrollment percentage 
should be calculated by dividing the number of preschool children enrolled by the decennial census results. 
5
 D.C. Code § 38-2561.02(a)(3) 
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birthday (which, in the case of a child whose birthday falls during the summer 


and qualifies for extended school year (ESY) services, will be ESY services), and  


 all related services should begin within 14 days of the child’s third birthday 


(unless that period is within the summer and the child does not qualify for ESY 


services, in which case within 14 days of the first day of school after the 


summer).  


 


Child Find for Preschool Aged Children 


The Court is requiring the District to ensure that at least 8.5% of children aged of three through five, 


who reside in or are wards of the District, are “enrolled” (as defined above) in special education and 


related services. OSSE currently conducts regular review and follow-up to examine policies, practices, 


and procedures for LEAs whose special education identification rates fall below the established 8.5% 


threshold. OSSE will conduct additional desktop reviews of all LEA child find policies, including examining 


procedures regarding regular screenings of preschool students. OSSE will also conduct desktop data 


reviews to identify LEAs that may need enhanced technical assistance around child find and service 


delivery for children aged three through five. 


 


“Child find” is a set of policies, procedures, and public awareness activities designed to locate, identify, 


and evaluate children who may require special education and related services.  Each LEA must have 


policies and procedures in effect to ensure that all children with disabilities in need of special education 


and related services, regardless of severity of disability, are identified, located, and evaluated. This 


requirement includes: 


 Children enrolled in the LEA;   


 For the District of Columbia Public Schools (DCPS), children residing in the District who are not 


enrolled in an LEA, including children attending private schools, children who are 


homeschooled, children who are highly mobile, children who are homeless, children who are in 


the custody of the DC Child and Family Services Agency (CFSA), youth who are committed to the 


DC Department of Youth Rehabilitation Services (DYRS), and children who are suspected of 


having a disability even if they are advancing grade to grade; and 


 For DCPS, children who attend private schools located in the District even if the children do not 


reside in the District. 


 


LEAs also must conduct activities to assist Part C toddlers and families in determining Part B eligibility 


and transitioning to Part B special education preschool services when appropriate. As part of child find 


responsibilities, DCPS must conduct public awareness activities to inform parents and the community at 


large concerning the availability of special education and related services and the methods available to 


request those services and programs, typically called the referral process.6  A referral is documentation 


provided by the child’s parent, or other referral source, which clearly states why it is thought that the 


child may have a disability.  Charter LEAs also have child find responsibilities and must similarly ensure 


                                                        
6
 5-E DCMR 3004 
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that parents of children enrolled in the LEA are aware of the availability of special education and related 


services and how to submit a referral. An LEA must accept both oral and written referrals, but must 


document any oral referral within three (3) business days of receipt.7 Referral sources may include: 


 A child’s parent; 


 An employee of the child’s LEA who has knowledge of the child; or 


 A public agency serving the child or the child’s family. 


 


In addition to annual monitoring activities already included in its system of general supervision, OSSE 


will be offering trainings regarding the child find process during school year 2017-2018. All training 


opportunities will be announced through the LEA Look Forward. OSSE will also be providing an 


opportunity for LEAs to voluntarily submit their child find policies for review and recommendations on 


ways to ensure they are compliant and support implementation. 


 


Identification, Evaluation, and Provision of Services 


Currently, an LEA shall assess or evaluate a student who may have a disability and who may require 


special education services within one hundred twenty (120) days from the date that the student was 


referred for an evaluation or assessment.8  Parents are an integral part of the special education process, 


and LEAs are reminded of the importance of and requirements related to ensuring meaningful 


participation by parents in all IEP team meetings, including meetings to discuss eligibility 


determinations. LEAs must ensure parents are afforded the opportunity to participate, including 


notifying parents of the meeting early enough to ensure they will have an opportunity to attend and 


scheduling the meeting at a mutually agreed on time and place.9  


 


As described above, evaluation timeliness is an annual metric reported to the U.S. Department of 


Education.  In the event that an evaluation is not completed within 120 days, OSSE reviews whether the 


delay was due to actions taken (or not taken) on the part of the LEA (“LEA delay”) or the parent 


(“parental delay”).  


 


District of Columbia law requires LEAs to provide parents with “an accessible copy of any evaluation, 


assessment, report, data chart, or other document that will be discussed” at an IEP, IFSP, or eligibility 


meeting no fewer than five (5) business days prior to the scheduled meeting.10 Although there is an 


                                                        
7
 5-E DCMR 3004.1(b) 


8
 5-E DCMR 3005.2. Please also note that, upon inclusion of the fiscal effect of the subsection in an approved 


budget and financial plan as certified by the District of Columbia Chief Financial Officer and published in the District 
of Columbia Register, whichever occurs later, an LEA shall assess or evaluate a student who may have a disability 
and who may require special education services within sixty (60) days from the date that the student’s parent or 
guardian provides consent for the evaluation or assessment. The LEA shall make reasonable efforts to obtain 
parental consent within thirty (30) days from the date the student is referred for an assessment or evaluation. 5-E 
DCMR 3005.2(a). 
9
 34 CFR 300.320(a) 


10
 DC Code 38-2571.03(3) 
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exception for meetings scheduled in a shorter time frame,11 this is expected to be invoked in limited 


circumstances. Additionally, for the purposes of reporting to the court under D.L. v. The District of 


Columbia, the LEA must have attempted to contact the parent at least three times on three different 


dates using two or more modalities at least five business days prior to the end of the 120 day evaluation 


timeline in order for any delay to be considered a parental delay.   


 


Please consult OSSE’s webpage for additional information on LEA responsibilities regarding child find, 


the referral process, and parent involvement. Please direct any questions regarding the content of this 


document to OSSE.DSEPolicy@dc.gov. 


 


OSSE is pleased to see the remarkable progress made in the District related to the identification of 


children with disabilities and the provision of services to them, and looks forward to working with you to 


ensure continuous improvement in the District.  


 


Thank you for your efforts to support the education of children in the District of Columbia. 


 


 


Sincerely, 


 
Dr. Amy Maisterra 


Assistant Superintendent  


Division of Elementary, Secondary & Specialized Education 


                                                        
11


 DC Code 38-2571.03(3) 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 


FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


 


D.L., et al.,     ) 


      ) 


 Plaintiffs,    ) 


      )   


 v.     )  Civil Action No. 05-1437 (RCL) 


      )  


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, et al., ) 


      ) 


 Defendants.    ) 


____________________________________) 


 


DEFENDANTS’ AUGUST 31, 2017 REPORT  


ON NUMERICAL AND PROGRAMMATIC REQUIREMENTS 


 


A. NUMERICAL REQUIREMENTS 


 


Annual Reporting 


 


Order Reference Metric FFY 2015 


(July 1, 2015- 


June 30, 2016) 


FFY 2016 


(July 1, 2016- 


June 30, 


2017) 


Paragraph 1  


(Subclass 1) 


Percentage of Preschool 


Children Aged 3 through 5 Ever 


Enrolled in Special Education 


Services Under Part B of IDEA 


or [Ever] Enrolled in Special 


Education Services through the 


Extended IFSP Option Under 


Part C 


9.0% 10.2% 


Paragraph 2  


(Subclass 3) 


Percentage of Preschool 


Children Aged 3 through 5 


Referred for Part B Services 


who Received a Timely 


Eligibility Determination 


94.3% 93.5% 


Paragraph 3 


(Subclass 4) 


Percentage of Part C Graduates 


who are Found Eligible for Part 


B Services, who have Received 


a Smooth and Effective 


Transition to Part B by their 


Third Birthday 


33.3% 31.0% 
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Monthly Reporting: Subclass 1 (“enrollment percentage”) 


 


Month Enrollment Percentage 


June 2016 6.5% 


July 2016 6.0% 


August 2016 6.3% 


September 2016 6.7% 


October 2016 6.7% 


November 2016 6.7% 


December 2016 6.6% 


January 2017 6.7% 


February 2017 6.7% 


March 2017 7.0% 


Apr 2017 6.9% 


May 2017 6.8% 


June 2017 6.7% 


 


 


B. PROGRAMMATIC REQUIREMENTS 


 


Paragraph 308(a): The District shall maintain and regularly update a list of primary referral 


sources, including physicians, hospitals, and other health providers; day care centers, child care 


centers, and early childhood programs; District departments and agencies; community and civic 


organizations; and advocacy organizations. The District shall also develop a system to track 


frequency of contacts with the referral sources to ensure that outreach occurs on a regular basis.  


 


DCPS continues to track communications with primary referrers and maintain the Early Stages 


database in the manner described in the December 2016 report to the Court.   


 


Paragraph 308(b): The District shall develop and publish printed materials targeted to parents 


and guardians that inform them of the preschool special education and related services available 


from DCPS, the benefits and cost-free nature of these services, and how to obtain the services. 


These materials shall be written at an appropriate reading level and be translated into the primary 


languages spoken in the District. These materials shall be distributed to all primary referral 


sources (e.g., medical professionals and child care staff), public and public charter schools, public 


libraries, Income Maintenance Administration Service Centers, public recreation facilities, and 


other locations designed to reach as many parents or guardians of preschool children who may 


be eligible for special education and related services as possible.  


 


Early Stages continues to distribute three main outreach documents: Frequently Asked Questions, 


Developmental Milestones, and Social Emotional Development as described in the December 


2016 report to the Court. There have been no changes to content.   


 


Paragraph 308(c): The District shall develop, publish, and distribute tailored printed materials 


targeted at primary referral sources to inform them of the preschool special education and related 


services available from DCPS, the benefits and cost-free nature of these services, and how to make 
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a referral. These materials shall be used in conjunction with regular contacts with primary referral 


sources to increase the usefulness of the materials. 


 


Early Stages continues to use the handouts, materials for specific types of primary referrers, and 


our quarterly newsletter for outreach with primary referrers.  Early Stages also continues to offer 


professional development trainings and parent workshops in both English and Spanish as described 


in the December 2016 report to the court.   


 


Paragraph 308(d): The District shall ensure that Early Stages outreach staff (e.g., the Child Find 


Field Coordinators) contact primary referral sources or a staff member in the primary referral 


source’s office who are instrumental in making referrals at least once a month until a referral 


relationship is established and then every three months thereafter. The initial meeting shall be 


face-to-face whenever possible when pursuing referrals from new referral sources and then less 


frequently thereafter, using the method of contact preferred by the referral sources (e.g., e-mail, 


texting, or telephone calls). 


 


Early Stages continues (1) to target primary referrers to build new referral relationships and (2) to 


maintain existing relationships in the manner described in the December 2016 report.   


  


Early Stages continues to manage outreach compliance with the Court’s order through its database. 


Managers are able to track outreach work in an ongoing, “real-time” manner, so that action has 


been taken prior to a relationship falling out of compliance. This monitoring occurs during 


supervisory check-ins on a monthly basis.   


 


Paragraph 308(e): The District shall accept both oral and written referrals at the start of the 


eligibility determination process, make multiple attempts using different forms of communication 


(e.g., telephone, postal mail, and e-mail) to contact the parent or guardian of a referred child, and, 


upon obtaining consent of the parent or guardian, provide feedback to the referral source 


regarding the outcome of the referral in a timely manner. 


 


Early Stages’ processes for facilitating and responding to referrals remain the same as described 


in the December 2016 report.  Families are engaged using a due diligence procedure that requires 


a minimum of three communication attempts in two or more modalities. Additionally, Early Stages 


contacts relevant third parties for additional support to engage families in cases where such action 


is compliant with FERPA. Referrers are contacted more than once in the process in order to 


confirm (1) receipt of the referral, (2) completion of the screening, and (3) case closure.  


 


In order to support compliance with this requirement, OSSE has issued guidance (see Appendix 


A) to all LEAs clarifying that the date of referral is defined as the date on which a written or oral 


request for assessment of a three through five year old is received. The guidance also reminds 


LEAs that pursuant to D.C. Code § 38-2561.02(3) and 5-E DCMR 3004.1(b), an LEA must accept 


both oral and written referrals, and must document any oral referral within three (3) business days 


of receipt. The guidance further clarifies that in evaluating whether an untimely evaluation is due 


a delay on behalf of the parent or the LEA, any instance in which the LEA did not complete its 


efforts to contact the parent in accordance with State policy, within five business days before the 


120 day evaluation deadline, will be considered an LEA delay. 
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Paragraph 308(f): The District shall assign each family served by Early Stages a single staff 


member to act as its “case manager” throughout the screening, evaluation, eligibility 


determination, and IEP process to ensure that families have the necessary information to 


understand the purposes and functions of all aspects of the Early Stages process and procedures. 


 


Early Stages continues to assign a dedicated Family Care Coordinator to each child find (Part B) 


family and an Evaluation Coordinator to each transition (Part C) family whose child is 


recommended to complete the Early Stages evaluation process.  The role of the dedicated staff 


member remains the same as described in the December 2016 report.     
 


Paragraph 308(g): The District shall maintain a central location that: accepts formal and informal 


referrals; conducts initial meetings, screenings, assessments, eligibility determinations, IEP 


development, and offers of placement; and permits parents to register their child with DCPS. 


 


Early Stages maintains two locations: 1125 New Jersey Avenue NW and 4058 Minnesota Avenue 


NE, and all of the services detailed in the Court’s order are available at each. Early Stages staff 


members continue to assist families of children found eligible for special education with 


enrollment in DCPS.   


 


Paragraph 308(h): The District shall regularly assess the need for and, as necessary, open 


additional satellite sites to perform the same functions in other wards or use a mobile evaluation 


unit that is able to perform these functions at multiple locations throughout the District as more 


children are located who may be in need of preschool special education.  


 


Early Stages continues to monitor trends in caseload assignments and initial eligibility timeliness 


as described in the December 2016 report. Early Stages remains appropriately staffed and located. 


 


Paragraph 308(i): The District shall conduct regular screenings of preschool-age children in each 


ward of the District, and especially in wards in which children experience multiple risk factors.  


 


Early Stages continues to facilitate and promote regular developmental screening across the 


District in all the ways described in the December 2016 report to the Court, as well as continuing 


to target organizations in every ward for training and technical assistance to support screening 


efforts.   


 


Paragraph 308(j): The District shall use existing data (e.g., medical records and reports of prior 


assessments) at the time of referrals to the extent possible, especially for children from Part C to 


Part B services, to eliminate unnecessary and duplicative screenings and assessments for 


eligibility determination purposes. 


 


The analysis of existing data remains an IDEA and state-level requirement of the special education 


evaluation process for all LEAs, and compliance is ensured via the State’s Special Education Data 


System (SEDS). The internal policies of Early Stages remain the same as described in the 


December 2016 report, for both child find and Part C transition referrals. 
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Paragraph 308(k): The District shall accept all children exiting Part C who have identified 


disabilities or significant developmental delays as presumptively eligible for Part B in order to 


ensure that they do not experience a disruption in services. Presumptively eligible for preschool 


education means that the information available at the time of the referral of a child—when he or 


she is nearly three years old and is about to transition from Part C to Part B—shall be presumed 


to be sufficient to make a decision about the child's eligibility for Part B special education services, 


unless indicated otherwise by the Part B IEP Team. The Part B IEP Team may find, after reviewing 


the information available at the time of the referral of the child, that additional data is needed in 


order to make an eligibility determination. If the Part B IEP Team finds that additional data is 


needed in order to make an eligibility determination, the child may not begin receiving Part B 


services prior to an evaluation to determine the child’s eligibility for such services. In all cases, 


including where the existing data are sufficient and where the Part B IEP Team determines that 


additional data are needed, defendants shall ensure that the Part B eligibility determination is 


completed prior to the child’s third birthday, so that children eligible for Part B special education 


and related services experience no disruption in the receipt of services. 


 


Early Stages continues to operate in alignment with this requirement. There have been no changes 


since December 2016 to the way Early Stages works with OSSE’s Strong Start program to provide 


a smooth transition for Part C enrolled children into the Early Stages eligibility process.  


 


Paragraph 308(l): The District shall maintain a reliable data-sharing system between Part C and 


Part B to ensure that Early Stages receives an ongoing monthly report of all children who will be 


aging out of Part C within the following six months in order to ensure timely transition meetings. 


 


Early Stages and Strong Start continue to work together in all the ways described in the December 


2016 report to ensure timely transition meetings for Part C children. 


 


Paragraph 308(m): The District shall maintain a reliable database system for tracking children 


through the Child Find process: from referral to eligibility determination and, if eligible, IEP 


development, placement, and provision of identified services. 


 


OSSE continues to maintain SEDS as the single system of record for tracking each child’s referral 


and progress through the special education process. All LEAs are required to use SEDS, and active 


use is verified by OSSE. All data collection, integrity, maintenance and support processes 


originally described in the December 2016 report remain ongoing. 


 


Paragraph 308(n): The District shall maintain a reliable system for tracking the number and type 


of placements available for preschool special education and related services throughout the year 


and expanding the number and types of placement as needed. 


 


DCPS ensures availability of general education placements in schools by reserving seats into 


which only Early Stages can enroll newly-eligible children. The method of determining projections 


for both general education and special education placements, as well as the dedicated staff member 


who monitors all placements, remain the same as reported in December 2016. 
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Paragraph 309(a): The District shall develop and apply consistent operational definitions for each 


of the numeric benchmarks. 


 


The District has developed operational definitions, also referred to as “business rules,” for each of 


the numerical benchmarks. These definitions serve as the basis for the annual and monthly figures 


reported above and will be provided to plaintiffs along with the data underlying the calculations, 


as required by paragraph 24 of the Court’s Order. 


 


Paragraph 309(b): The District shall understand and ensure that its staff understand the purpose 


of the benchmarks and the IDEA requirements so that it can comply with them. 


 


To support compliance with this requirement, OSSE has issued guidance to all LEAs clarifying 


reporting requirements and definitions which are relevant to the case, as noted above. See 


Appendix A.  


 


In addition, on August 4, 2017, OSSE hosted a Start of School summit for stakeholders to review 


key data systems and provide LEA staff with clarity regarding their reporting obligations and the 


tools and technical assistance resources available to help them ensure compliance.   


 


OSSE also continues to host monthly data manager and special education coordinator meetings to 


keep key staff abreast of requirements and available resources in these areas. 


 


Paragraph 309(c): The District shall improve its data collection policies so that reporting can be 


accurate. 


 


As noted in the District’s prior report, OSSE has in effect an LEA data management policy to 


support accurate, timely, and complete reporting.  


 


Paragraph 309(d): The District shall collect the necessary data to indicate when all services begin, 


including special education and related services. 


  


The District continues to collect these data, which serve as the basis for the District’s August 31, 


2017 submission. 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 


FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


 


D.L., et al.,  


  


 Plaintiffs,  


  


 v. Civil Action No. 05-1437 (RCL) 


  


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, et al.,  


  


 Defendants.  


 


NOTICE 


 


 Defendants provide the Court and plaintiffs with the attached report 


describing their compliance with the numeric and programmatic requirements 


outlined in the May 18, 2016 Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law [520] and 


modified by the Court’s February 15, 2017 Order [555]. 


 Defendants intend to make a supplemental filing addressing the numerical 


requirements within sixty days. 


  DATED: August 31, 2017  Respectfully Submitted, 


   


  KARL A. RACINE 


  Attorney General for the District of Columbia 


   


  ELIZABETH SARAH GERE 


  Deputy Attorney General  


Public Interest Division 


   


  /s/ Chad Copeland 


  CHAD COPELAND [982119] 


  Assistant Deputy Attorney General 


Public Interest Division 


  441 Fourth Street, N.W., Suite 600S 


  Washington, D.C. 20001 


  Phone: (202) 724-6623 


  Email: chad.copeland@dc.gov 
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  /s/ Matthew R. Blecher 


  MATTHEW R. BLECHER [1012957] 


  Assistant Attorney General 


  441 Fourth Street, N.W., Suite 600S 


  Washington, D.C. 20001 


  Phone: (202) 442-9774 


  Email: matthew.blecher@dc.gov 


 


Counsel for Defendants 
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