DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
OFFICE OF THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF

EDUCATION

OSSE Secondary Social Studies Standards

Introduction: This document enables educator preparation providers (EPPs) in the District of Columbia to
provide information to the Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) regarding how the EPP
aligns with the standards set forth by the National Council for the Social Studies (2018).

As the state education agency for the District, OSSE has an interest in ensuring that every student has an
effective teacher and that every school has effective leaders. OSSE values the dedication of District EPPs to
ensure schools are staffed with effective leaders and teacher leaders and strives to ensure programmatic
excellence and candidate success. Establishing that each approved DC EPP is held to a uniform set of standards
will help OSSE ensure that these aims are realized.

EPP Submission: The EPP should submit this rubric with its evidence for the state secondary social studies
subject area program review. In completing this form, the EPP should describe how its secondary social
studies program provides candidates coursework (assignments and assessments) and/or clinical and field
experiences that demonstrate competency in each of the OSSE secondary social studies program standards
below.

EPP Information:

EPP name (in the box below) EPP contact name, title, and contact information (email
and phone number in the box below)

Submission date (in the box below)

EPP Notification: OSSE will notify the EPP of its state approval status within 60 calendar days of the EPP
review.

OSSE Standards Alignment: The EPP must complete the table below aligning evidence to be submitted to each
OSSE secondary social studies standard.
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OSSE standard

Description of how program meets standard

EPP: Please provide a concise, yet specific description (no more than 200
words) of how the EPP subject area program meets each of the standards and
components below. Please attach evidence (course syllabi, reading lists,
assessment examples) to this demonstration document.

Applicable Course
Name(s)/ Number(s)

Credit Hours

facts, and tools; structures of inquir

; and forms of representation.

Standard 1: Content Knowledge Candidates demonstrate knowledge of social studies disciplines. Candidates are knowledgeable of disciplinary concepts,

Component 1.A.

Candidates are knowledgeable about
the concepts, facts, and tools in civics,
economics, geography, history, and
the social/behavioral sciences.

Component 1.B.

Candidates are knowledgeable about
disciplinary inquiry in civics,
economics, geography, history, and
the social/behavioral sciences.

Component 1.C.

Candidates are knowledgeable about

disciplinary forms of representation in
civics, economics, geography, history,
and the social/behavioral sciences.

Standard 2. Application of Content
and theory and research to support

the civic competence of learners.

Through Planning Candidates plan learning sequences that leverage social studies knowledge and literacies, technology,

Component 2.A.

Candidates plan learning sequences
that demonstrate social studies
knowledge aligned with the state-
required content standards and
theory and research.

Component 2.B.

Candidates plan learning sequences
that engage learners with disciplinary
concepts, facts, and tools from the
social studies disciplines to facilitate
social studies literacies for civic life.
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OSSE standard

Description of how program meets standard

EPP: Please provide a concise, yet specific description (no more than 200
words) of how the EPP subject area program meets each of the standards and
components below. Please attach evidence (course syllabi, reading lists,
assessment examples) to this demonstration document.

Applicable Course
Name(s)/ Number(s)

Credit Hours

Component 2.C.

Candidates plan learning sequences
that engage learners in disciplinary
inquiry to develop social studies
literacies for civic life.

Component 2.D.

Candidates plan learning sequences
where learners create disciplinary
forms of representation that convey
social studies knowledge and civic
competence.

Component 2.E.

Candidates plan learning sequences
that use technology to foster civic
competence.

Standard 3. Design and Implementation of Instruction and Assessment Candidates design and implement instruction and authentic assessments, informed
by data literacy and learner self-assessment, that promote civic competence.

Component 3.A.

Candidates design and implement a
range of authentic assessments that
measure learners’ mastery of
disciplinary knowledge, inquiry, and
forms of representation for civic
competence and demonstrate
alignment with state-required
content standards.

Component 3.B.

Candidates design and implement
learning experiences that engage
learners in disciplinary knowledge,
inquiry, and forms of representation
for civic competence and
demonstrate alighment with state-
required content standards.
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OSSE standard

Description of how program meets standard

EPP: Please provide a concise, yet specific description (no more than 200
words) of how the EPP subject area program meets each of the standards and
components below. Please attach evidence (course syllabi, reading lists,
assessment examples) to this demonstration document.

Applicable Course
Name(s)/ Number(s)

Credit Hours

Component 3.C.

Candidates use theory and research
to implement a variety of
instructional practices and authentic
assessments featuring disciplinary
knowledge, inquiry, and forms of
representation for civic competence.

Component 3.D.

Candidates exhibit data literacy by
using assessment data to guide
instructional decision-making and
reflect on student learning outcomes
related to disciplinary knowledge,
inquiry, and forms of representation
for civic competence.

Component 3.E.

Candidates engage learners in self-
assessment practices that support
individualized learning outcomes
related to disciplinary knowledge,
inquiry, and forms of representation
for civic competence.

Standard 4: Social Studies Learners

and Learning Candidates use knowledge of learners to plan and implement relevant and responsive pedagogy, create
collaborative and interdisciplinary learning environments, and prepare learners to be informed advocates for an inclusive and equitable society.

Component 4.A.

Candidates use knowledge of
learners’ socio-cultural assets,
learning demands, and individual
identities to plan and implement
relevant and responsive pedagogy
that ensures equitable learning
opportunities in social studies.
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OSSE standard

Description of how program meets standard

Applicable Course

EPP: Please provide a concise, yet specific description (no more than 200
words) of how the EPP subject area program meets each of the standards and
components below. Please attach evidence (course syllabi, reading lists,
assessment examples) to this demonstration document.

Name(s)/ Number(s)

Credit Hours

Component 4.B.

Candidates facilitate collaborative,
interdisciplinary learning
environments in which learners use
disciplinary facts, concepts, and tools,
engage in disciplinary inquiry, and
create disciplinary forms of
representation.

Component 4.C.

Candidates engage learners in ethical
reasoning to deliberate social,
political, and economic issues,
communicate conclusions, and take
informed action toward achieving a
more inclusive and equitable society.

Standard 5: Professional Responsib

ility and Informed Action Candidates reflect and expand upon their social studies knowledge, inquiry skills,
dispositions to advance social justice and promote human rights through informed action in schools and/or commun

ities.

and civic

Component 5.A.

Candidates use theory and
research to continually improve
their social studies knowledge,
inquiry skills, and civic
dispositions, and adapt practice to
meet the needs of each learner.

Component 5.B.

Candidates explore, interrogate, and
reflect upon their own cultural frames
to attend to issues of equity,
diversity, access, power, human
rights, and social justice within their
schools and/or communities.
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OSSE standard

Description of how program meets standard

EPP: Please provide a concise, yet specific description (no more than 200
words) of how the EPP subject area program meets each of the standards and
components below. Please attach evidence (course syllabi, reading lists,
assessment examples) to this demonstration document.

Applicable Course
Name(s)/ Number(s)

Credit Hours

Component 5.C.

Candidates take informed action in
schools and/or communities and
serve as advocates for learners, the
teaching profession, and/or social
studies.
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