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Background for Schools and Community-Based Organizations on the District of
Columbia’s Immunization Requirements:
To prevent the spread of infectious diseases, all students must be up to date on their required pediatric immunizations
before the start of the 2022-23 school year. Schools should begin identifying non-compliant students now and informing
families that they need to be up to date on their immunizations or risk being removed from school next year. Following
District law and regulation, beginning with the 2022-23 school year, students who are not up to date with their
required immunizations risk being removed from school until they come into compliance.
The OSSE Immunization Attendance Policy has been revised for the 2022-23 school year. Schools may access training,
frequently asked questions, flow charts, sample letters, best practices and resources on the OSSE website. This page
also includes family resources, including flyers, frequently asked questions and facts about immunizations.
This media kit can be used by schools and community-based organizations to share immunization information in
newsletters and on social media. This media kit includes sample newsletters and posts that can be used on Twitter,
Facebook, Instagram and other communication platforms used to reach District families. The images in this media kit are
provided by DC Health and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). August 2022 is National Immunization
Awareness Month (NIAM) and this kit includes social media posts and images in recognition of NIAM, as well as posts
specific to the flu vaccine, HPV vaccine and COVID-19 vaccine. Hashtags that District schools and community-based
organizations can use include: #ivax2protect #GetBackOnTrack #vaccineswork #COVID-19vaccine #DCHealth
Schools are strongly encouraged to review the immunization attendance policy and supporting materials now to start
planning and notifying non-compliant families. It's important for families to schedule their immunization and well-child
appointments before the back-to-school rush. This media kit can be used to share information with all families over the
summer and fall 2022.
For questions about the Immunization Attendance Policy, please contact OSSE.SchoolHealth@dc.gov. For questions
about immunization information, data and locations where families can receive routine pediatric immunizations, contact
DC Health at DOH.Immunization@dc.gov or visit the DC Health Immunization Program webpage.
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Sample Newsletter on School Immunizations:
The sample newsletter can be included in your newsletter(s) or email communications with families to inform them about
immunization requirements and access to services.
Title: Get Back on Track! Immunizations are Required for School Attendance
Healthy bodies and minds are the foundation of academic success! Immunizations and regular visits to the doctor help
protect students' health and readiness to learn. All students must be up to date on their routine pediatric immunizations
or risk being removed from school. Additionally, the coronavirus (COVID-19) vaccine is required for all students age 12
and older beginning with the 2022-23 school year. Take steps now to ensure your student is on track with
immunizations!
The best place for a family to access immunizations is at their primary medical provider as part of a comprehensive wellchild visit where the Universal Health Certificate is completed. If a family does not have a medical provider or they have
difficulty securing an appointment, they can select one from a list of pediatric clinic locations in every ward. In addition,
DC Health has temporarily expanded access to immunization services, which include:
•

•

•

•

School-Based Health Centers – Families with students age 3 and older can visit any School-Based Health Center
for a free vaccination-only appointment regardless of where the student is enrolled. Families should call the
School-Based Health Center directly to schedule an appointment or pre-register using the registration link
here. Visit the DC Health website to learn more.
Mobile Vaccination Units – DC Health has placed free mobile medical units at schools and additional sites at
recreation centers, COVID Centers, and other community locations in all eight wards. Dates and locations can be
found here. Families can pre-register for the free mobile vaccination units by using the registration link (also
available in Spanish - Español).
Vaccination Block Parties – Children’s National is hosting free school-based immunization clinics every Saturday
in the months of August and September. In addition to free vaccines, there will be food trucks, raffles, giveaways
and more! Staff will be available to answer questions about immunizations. Families should pre-register for an
immunization appointment using the registration link.
COVID Centers – The COVID-19 vaccine is available for free to any individual age 6 months and older at the
District’s COVID Centers located in all eight wards. More information on accessing the COVID-19 vaccine is
available on the District’s coronavirus website.

Together we can ensure students are healthy and ready to learn by protecting them and our community against
infectious disease. Secure all necessary immunizations and submit health forms to school before the first day! To learn
more about health forms and immunizations required for school, please visit the OSSE website and for more information
on vaccine services and access, please visit the DC Health website.
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Sample Social Media Posts for School Immunizations
The social media content is designed to be used for Twitter, Facebook, or Instagram. Character count is catered to
Twitter. Images are included to fit multiple sizes for different social media platforms. Posts can be used in any order and
edited to fit the needs of your school or community based organization.

Post 1:

Vaccines are required for school! Has your child received their routine childhood vaccinations yet? Mobile units are now
available to ensure that your kid stays on track. Visit to pre-register for your appointment today:
bit.ly/DCHealthMobileUnit #ivax2protect
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Post 2:

Mobile clinics are available to get your child caught up on their vaccines! Vaccines are required for school attendance.
Schedule an appointment with your child’s health provider or use this link to find an appointment with a mobile clinic
bit.ly/DCHealthMobileUnit #ivax2protect
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Post 3:

School-Based Health Centers are currently open to all students to get the vaccines they need for school. Call a SchoolBased Health Center and schedule a vaccine appointment to ensure your child has received the vaccines they need for
school! dchealth.dc.gov/service/school-based-health-centers #ivax2protect
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Post 4:

The COVID-19 vaccine is required for DC students age 12 and older for the 2022-23 school year. Schedule an
appointment to ensure your child has received their COVID-19 vaccine and all other routine pediatric vaccines before
school begins! dchealth.dc.gov/page/immunizations #ivax2protect
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Post 5:

Children attending DC schools are required to be up to date on vaccines and submit a Universal Health Certificate
annually to ensure all students are receiving the health care they need. Access the forms for your well-child visit here:
dchealth.dc.gov/service/immunization-forms #ivax2protect
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Post 6:

Vaccines are required for school attendance. How do vaccines work? Learn how vaccinating your child according to
CDC’s recommended immunization schedule can help protect your baby from 14 vaccine-preventable diseases by age 2.
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/partners/childhood/videos.html #ivax2protect
9

Post 7:

Vaccines are safe and effective in protecting against infectious diseases. New vaccines are evaluated by a long-standing,
rigorous and transparent process by the FDA and CDC. Talk to your child’s doctor or nurse about any routine vaccines
your child may have missed. #ivax2protect
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Post 8 for National Immunization Awareness Month (August 2022):

August is National Immunization Month! You have the power to protect your children against serious diseases like
measles, cancers caused by HPV, and whooping cough. Now is the time to catch up on vaccines required for school
attendance! #ivax2protect dchealth.dc.gov/page/immunizations
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Post 9 for National Immunization Awareness Month (August 2022):

Is your child up to date on vaccines? The immunization schedule is designed to provide immunity early in life, before
children are likely to be exposed to serious, potentially life-threatening diseases. Schedule your annual well-child visit
with your primary care provider today!
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Post 10 for National Immunization Awareness Month (August 2022):

Most parents choose to vaccinate their children according to the recommended schedule. But some parents may still
have questions about vaccines. Bring your questions to your primary care provider. Here is more info addressing
common concerns: www.cdc.gov/vaccines/parents/why-vaccinate/vaccine-decision.html #ivax2protect
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Post 11 for National Immunization Awareness Month (August 2022):

Vaccines work with your child’s natural defenses to help them safely develop protection from diseases. Vaccines are
tested to ensure they are safe and effective, even after they are in use. Schedule your vaccine appointment today! Learn
more: www.cdc.gov/vaccinesafety/ensuringsafety/monitoring/index.html #ivax2protect
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Post 12 for National Immunization Awareness Month (August 2022):

Some diseases are no longer common in the US because of vaccination. However, diseases can spread quickly if we stop
vaccinating against them. Schedule your child’s vaccine appointment today so they are ready for the first day of school!
#ivax2protect dchealth.dc.gov/page/immunizations
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Post 13 for National Immunization Awareness Month (August 2022):

Vaccines are required for school! Vaccine-preventable diseases are still a threat. Since 2010, CDC has seen between
10,000-50,000 cases of whooping cough each year. Whooping cough can cause serious complications for children and
teenagers. #ivax2protect dchealth.dc.gov/page/immunizations
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Post 14 for National Immunization Awareness Month (August 2022):

Make sure your child is vaccinated for the start of school! Did you know that among children born from 1994-2018,
vaccinations will prevent an estimated 936,000 early deaths, 8 million hospitalizations, and 419 million illnesses?
dchealth.dc.gov/page/immunizations #ivax2protect
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Post 15 for National Immunization Awareness Month (August 2022):

It’s important for your child to catch up on checkups and recommended vaccines to help protect their health now and in
the future. Even if you experienced delays due to the pandemic, you can get back on track – it’s not too late!
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/parents/visit/vaccination-during-COVID-19.html #ivax2protect
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Post 16 for flu vaccines:

Children commonly need medical care because of flu, especially those younger than 5. CDC estimates that from 20102018, flu-related hospitalizations among children under 5 have ranged from 7,000 to 26,000 in the US.
www.cdc.gov/flu/highrisk/children.htm #ivax2protect
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Post 17 for HPV vaccine:

It is important that preteens are vaccinated against HPV early. More than 35,000 men and women in the United States
are diagnosed with cancers caused by HPV each year. Hear more about HPV from pediatricians:
www.cdc.gov/hpv/parents/can-i-ask-you-a-question/index.html #ivax2protect
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Post 18 on COVID-19 Vaccine:

CDC recommends COVID-19 primary series vaccines for everyone ages 6 months and older, and COVID-19 boosters for
everyone age 5 years and older, if eligible. The COVID-19 vaccine is required for school attendance in DC for children age
12 and older youtu.be/6QdHD4J18vk
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Post 19 for COVID-19 vaccine:

Here’s a list of do’s and don’ts to consider while you plan for your child’s COVID-19 vaccination. Learn more about
COVID-19 vaccines for children and teens: www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/childrenteens.html #ivax2protect
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Post 20 on COVID-19 Vaccine:

COVID-19 vaccinations and booster doses protect you from severe illness. The COVID-19 vaccine is required for DC
students age 12 and older. Find out if your family is up to date with their COVID-19 vaccine:
www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html#when-you-can-get-booster #ivax2protect
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