
July 1, 2026 
Dear LEA Leaders, 

As many of you know, beginning with the 2026–27 school year, the District will transition to new statewide 
assessments in English Language Arts (ELA) and mathematics after more than a decade using our current 
assessment system.1 Because student growth cannot be measured between the current assessments and the new 
assessments, OSSE requested a one-year waiver from the U.S. Department of Education (USED) related to 
accountability calculations and school improvement designations. Our goal was to preserve the integrity of the 
District’s accountability system during this important transition. 

I regret to inform you that USED has denied our waiver request. The denial includes an opportunity to revise and 
resubmit our request within 60 days. While this was not the outcome we had hoped for, OSSE appreciates the 
opportunity to resubmit is carefully evaluating resubmission. 

In addition, we are also considering two potential paths forward should a waiver ultimately not be approved. 
Whether to:  

1. Make school improvement designations in December 2026, one year earlier than originally planned; or
2. Maintain the planned December 2027 timeline for school improvement designations and exclude student

growth from accountability calculations during the assessment transition.

As we consider these options, our priorities remain clear: maintaining a fair and meaningful accountability system, 
minimizing disruption for LEAs, and ensuring accountability decisions continue to reflect student and school 
performance as accurately as possible. 

We recognize that this update may raise questions, and no immediate action is required on your part. OSSE is 
committed to keeping you informed as decisions are made and to engaging LEA leaders and stakeholders 
throughout this process. We value the partnership of our LEA community and are committed to working alongside 
you as we navigate this transition together. 

We anticipate sharing our decision and additional guidance at the August 18, 2026 DC CAPE LEA Leaders Briefing 
meeting. In the meantime, thank you for your continued partnership, patience, and unwavering commitment to 
serving DC students and families. 

Thank you for your continued partnership. 

Antoinette S. Mitchell, Ph.D. 
State Superintendent of Education 

1 The District of Columbia will change from the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Career (PARCC)-designed assessment to a Smarter 
Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC)-designed assessment. 

https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/page_content/attachments/2026-06-12-ESSA%20Waiver%20Denial%20Letter%20%28from%20USED%29.pdf



