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PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

A healthy and safe physical school environment promotes 
learning by ensuring the health, safety, and comfort 
of students and staff. The physical school environment 
addresses a school’s physical condition (e.g., the school 
building and its contents, the land on which the school is 
located, and its surrounding areas) and protects occupants 
from physical threats and biological and chemical agents in 
the air, water, or soil as well as those purposefully brought 
into the school.
Adopting practices that advance environmental 
sustainability assists schools in maintaining a healthy 
physical environment. For this, schools must provide 
instruction and learning opportunities for students and 
staff to become environmentally literate.

REMINDER
•	 Environmental sustainability is the responsible 

management of natural resources to fulfill current 
needs without compromising the needs of future 
generations.

•	 Environmental literacy is the development of 
knowledge, attitudes, and skills necessary to make 
informed decisions concerning the relationships 
among natural and urban systems.

CONSIDERATIONS FOR SETTING 
YOUR GOALS

•	 Evaluate current environmental sustainability 
practices and environmental literacy instruction 
at your local education agency (LEA) by reviewing 
data and conducting assessments. Consider how 
your school uses environmentally friendly cleaning 
supplies, lowers water and energy consumption, 
reduces waste through recycling and/or composting 
or encourages exploration of the outdoors, 
waterways, gardens or local farms.

•	 Collaborate with the school community to draft 
measurable goals that address the required 
elements. Consider incorporating goals that support 
your school’s environmental mission and culture. 

•	 Include learning experiences and activities that 
reinforce environmental literacy in the school 
community. Consider starting environmental 
student clubs and identifying at least one signature 
experience at every grade level that includes a 
connection to the local environment.

REQUIRED ELEMENTS
•	 Establish goals for improving the environmental 

sustainability of schools by reducing environmental 
impact and costs and also improving the health 
and wellness of students and staff (DC Code § 
38–826.01(b)(2)(A)). 

•	 Establish goals for developing and implementing 
an Environmental Literacy Program, which includes 
educational experiences that support learning 
standards (DC Code § 38–826.01(b)(2)(D)).

KEY STAKEHOLDERS
•	 School administrators
•	 School operations and facilities staff 
•	 Custodial staff 
•	 Science teachers 
•	 Before and after school staff 
•	 Students 
•	 Parents 
•	 Community-based organizations

RESOURCES
•	 OSSE Environmental Literacy Program

Webpage from the Office of the State Superintendent of 
Education (OSSE) with information and resources about OSSE 
Environmental Literacy Program which assists schools in the 
implementation of the DC Environmental Literacy Plan.

•	 Local Environmental Education Providers

Webpage from the Office of the State Superintendent 
of Education (OSSE) with a list of local environmental 
organizations that can support schools.

•	 OSSE School Health Profiles Data

Self-reported school-based health questionnaire 
completed annually by all public schools and public charter 
schools, as required by the Healthy Schools Act (HSA).

(202) 442-4010 bit.ly/OSSELocalWellnessPolicy

https://osse.dc.gov/service/environmental-literacy-program-elp
https://osse.dc.gov/page/local-environmental-education-providers
https://osse.dc.gov/service/healthy-schools-act-school-health-profiles

