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Meeting: State Early Childhood Development Coordinating Council (SECDCC)  

Date/ Time: July 20, 2022 
2-3:30 p.m. 

Location: Microsoft Teams 

Agenda Items 
I. Welcome 

 
  Sara Mead 
Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) 
 

Early childhood educator workforce 

II. Early Childhood Educator Pay Equity Fund 
 

Sara Mead 
 
Katrina Van Glasse and Ruthie Tesfaye 
AidKit 

III. DC Leading Educators Toward Advanced 
Degrees (DC LEAD) 

Dr. Buen Abo 
OSSE 

IV. SECDCC Program Quality committee 
 

Brenda Harris 
Kids Comprehensive Services, LLC 

Health  

V. Pediatric immunizations  
 

Heather Burris 
DC Health 

VI. LEA Immunization Attendance Policy (No Shots 
No School) 

Kyle Flood 
OSSE 

VII. Medicaid and preparing for the end of the 
COVID-19 Public Health Emergency 

Caitlin Brandt 
Department of Health Care Finance 

Closing 

VIII. Member updates and public comment 
 

All 

IX. Wrap-Up/Next Steps/Adjourn Sara Mead 
 

 
 
Next SECDCC Meeting: Oct. 26; 2-3:30 p.m. 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZTk3ZTM3ZDAtMDdiNS00ZDI3LTlmZDgtYWU2OGFmYzhmYzY2%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%228fe449f1-8b94-4fb7-9906-6f939da82d73%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22c86899bb-103e-438f-987d-e1e20a825a2d%22%7d


State Early Childhood Development 
Coordinating Council
July 20, 2022
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• Early Childhood Educator Pay Equity Fund update 

• DC Leading Educators Toward Advanced Degrees (DC LEAD)

• SECDCC Program Quality committee update

• Pediatric immunizations 

• Medicaid and preparing for the end of the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency

• Member updates and public comment

• Wrap-up/next steps/adjourn

Agenda
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Early Childhood Educator 
Pay Equity Fund
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Increasing Compensation for District Child Care 
Educators: 2022-2024

FY22

(Oct.. 1, 2021-Sept. 30 2022)
FY23

(Oct. 1, 2022-Sept. 30, 2023)

FY24

(Oct. 1, 2023-Sept. 30, 2024)
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“Receiving this grant made me feel seen, that 
I mattered. That finally, for the first time, I 
was recognized in this country.”

RECENTLY UNEMPLOYED, UNDOCUMENTED WORKER, WHO RECEIVED A GRANT FROM 
LEFT BEHIND WORKERS FUND VIA AIDKIT.
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ABOUT AIDKIT
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PROGRAMS SERVED BY

Left Behind Workers Fund Direct Cash Aid

Left Behind Workers Fund Rental Aid 

Mile High United Way Direct Aid for Child Care Providers  

Utah Left Behind Workers Fund Direct Cash 

Adams County Low Income COVID Positive Aid

Adams County Vaccine Equity Fund 

Miracle Money

Grand Lake Business Relief Fund 

Denver Basic Income Project

Excluded New Jerseyans Fund  

In Her Hands Guaranteed Income Project

Refugee Cash Assistance Colorado  

Chicago Resilient Communities 

DC Early Childhood Educators Pay Equity Fund
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From April 2020 through June 2022

35K

Government entities Private foundationsCommunity-based 
organizations

PARTNERING WITH

Undocumented 
workers

Child care providers Low income COVID-
positive workers

Small businesses 
affected by wildfires

Individuals 
experiencing 

homelessness

DELIVERED TO

Delivering Aid Efficiently and Effectively 

Refugees

$48M

9 62 10

$130M
Grants  Dollars disbursed to date Funds committed to be 

disbursed
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Closed-Loop, Integrated System
Scalable and vertically integrated infrastructure for end-to-end tracking
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Avoid Common Pitfalls

• Application crashes

•Difficult or inaccessible applications

• Inequitable distribution of funds

• Backlogs of applicant support requests

•Untenable manual screening and review 
workloads

• Repetitive and inefficient processes 

10



Balancing Inclusion with Integrity

FOUNDATION OF TRUST

INTEGRITY   Integrated fraud protection and 
real-time validation. 

INCLUSION Ensures cash assistance reaches people who are 
typically excluded. 
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Early Childhood Educator Pay Equity Fund
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AidKit’s Role in Early Childhood Educator Pay Equity Fund

• AidKit was chosen as the intermediary to disburse the supplemental payments directly 
to early childhood educators in the District

• Eligible early educators will apply and receive funds directly from AidKit
○ Applicants who meet eligibility criteria and provide all required documentation 

should expect to receive funds

Key Eligibility Criteria: 

• Be currently employed in a child development facility licensed by OSSE, with 
employment starting on or before May 16, 2022;

• Be employed in an eligible role; and
• Work at least 10 hours a week at a child development facility in an eligible role. 

Payment Amount: varies between $5,000 - $14,000
• Determined based on staff type and employment status (e.g., full time or part time)

Program Overview
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Partnerships & Coordination with Local 
Community-Based Organizations (CBOs)

Research 
& Evaluation 

Teams 

Government 
Agencies

Ways we engage with CBOs

● User testing
● Community outreach (e.g., 

information sessions)
● Direct applicant support
● In-person payment 

distribution

DC Community Partners

● DC Family Child Care Association 
● Multicultural Spanish Speaking 

Providers Association 
● Under 3 DC
● DC Child Care Connections
● Capital Quality

14



Application Process

Invite link sent: Auto-

generate text and/or 

email “invite” to 

qualified early 

childhood educators in 

the licensing database 

Self-apply: 

Application link will be 

hosted on OSSE 

website for individuals 

to apply if their contact 

info is not in the 

system, or they 

missed the invite link 

Verify through the 

OSSE licensing 

database

Options for both 

banked and 

unbanked

Recipients can choose 

between direct deposit 

or prepaid debit card 

Debit cards can be 

picked up at DC Child 

Care Connections 

location or mailed to 

an address provided 

by the applicant

Employment 
Verification

Conduct any impact 

surveys to gather 

feedback on the 

process and impact 

of the funds 

Apply Application and 
Verification

Payment

Simple application and 

automated eligibility 

checks to reduce 

burden of proof on 

applicants.

● Photo ID upload

● Real-time selfie upload

● Self-reported 

employment status 

(number of hours 

worked)

● Preferred payment 

method

● W9 collection

Follow up
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Pre-loaded card
Refillable, trackable

Multiple Payment Options

Interbank ACH 
One-day transfer

For both the banked and unbanked
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August SeptemberJune/July

Timeline

Application Build 

Coordination with CBO 
Partners
- Outreach information sessions
- Application support

Application Launched
- Soft launch in early August 
- Full-scale program in mid-August
- Verification (ongoing)

Payments
- ACH / debit card (ongoing)
- All payment approvals by Sept. 30, 2022 

Support/Follow-up
- 1099s issued

All payment
approvals by

9/30/202

October
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aidkit.org
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Early Childhood Education (ECE) 
Workforce Support Programs
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• Child Development Associate (CDA) Scholarship Program
▪ CentroNía
▪ Southeast Children’s Fund (SCF)

• Associate and Bachelor’s degree support programs

▪ Teacher Education and Compensation Helps (T.E.A.C.H.) D.C.
▪ DC Leading Educators toward Advanced Degrees (DC LEAD) Program

OSSE Funded ECE Workforce Support Programs
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CDA Scholarship Program
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CDA Scholarship Program 
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CentroNía
CDA scholars supported in fiscal year 2022 (FY22)

142

71

105

Initial CDA Quorum Course Completion CDA Renewals
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SCF

155

2

36

Initial CDA Quorum Course Completion CDA Renewals

CDA scholars supported in FY22
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• The current grant awarded to CentroNia and SCF will expire on Sept. 30, 2022.

• The FY23 CDA notice of funding availability (NOFA) was released on 
Wednesday, May 25, 2022. 

• The request for application (RFA) was released on Friday, June 17, 2022.

• All grants under this RFA will be five-year awards, beginning on Oct. 1, 2022, and 
ending on Sept. 30, 2027, contingent upon availability of funds. Each budget 
period will be one year, with the first period beginning Oct. 1, 2022 and ending 
Sept. 30, 2023.

• Applications are due no later than Tuesday, Aug. 2, 2022 (3 p.m.)​.

• Anticipated grant award announcement: September 2022.

FY23 CDA Training and Preparation Program
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Associate and Bachelor’s Degree 
Support
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T.E.A.C.H. D.C.

93 current active scholars

Nine college/university partners

105 workforce scholars graduated since 2011
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DC LEAD
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DC LEAD

Scholarships toward associate and bachelor’s degrees

Nine college/university partners

Up to $3,000 incentive
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• Scholarship:
▪ Covers the cost of tuition and books.
▪ For child care educators who work in licensed child development facilities in DC. 
▪ Supports staff in meeting the child care facility minimum education requirements

set by OSSE.

• Incentive:
▪ Offers a financial incentive of up to $3,000, based on funding availability to child 

care educators who meet eligibility requirements.

DC LEAD Scholarship and Incentive Program
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DC LEAD Application

- OSSE and SCF’s websites

- Submit the application
- The application is available in English, 
Spanish and Amharic

- Scholarship applications are accepted on a 
rolling basis

- Deadline for applications for the DC LEAD 
incentive is Sept. 15, 2022
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• For questions related to DC LEAD, please contact the DC LEAD team 
at DCLEAD@sechildrensfund.org or at (202) 561-5500. 

• For questions about resources for child care educators, please reach out to the 
OSSE ECE Help Desk at ECEhelpdesk@dc.gov or (202) 478-5903.

Contact Information

32
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Department of Health Care FinanceGovernment of the District of Columbia

For Official Government Use Only

Department of Health Care Finance

Division of Eligibility Policy

Caitlin Brandt, Management Analyst

Yemi Geteye, Management Analyst

July 20, 2022

DHCF Briefing on the Restart of the Alliance and 
Immigrant Children’s Program and Preparing for the 

Restart of the Medicaid Program
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Government of the District of Columbia Department of Health Care Finance

For Official Government Use Only

Presentation Overview

• Brief Overview on Public Health Emergencies

• The Importance of Beneficiary Outreach

• Alliance and ICP Renewals and Program Changes

• Communication Notes and Questions for SECDCC

• Final Questions and Next Steps

34
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Government of the District of Columbia Department of Health Care Finance

For Official Government Use Only

Public Health Emergencies

• THERE ARE TWO SEPARATE COVID-19 PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCIES (PHE) THAT 

AFFECT DISTRICT PROGRAMS DIFFERENTLY:

• The District’s Local PHE ended on July 15, 2021. 
• The Alliance and Immigrant Children’s Program both follow local rules. The District chose to 

extend coverage until this month, July 2022. Renewals have now restarted. 

• The Federal PHE was recently extended and will end October 12th if not extended again. 
• The Medicaid program follows Federal PHE guidelines. 
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Government of the District of Columbia Department of Health Care Finance

For Official Government Use Only

Why This Matters

• Outside of Public Health Emergencies, regular program operations include the following 

rules:

• Beneficiaries must report changes that may affect their eligibility
• Beneficiaries must complete regular renewals to determine if a beneficiary is still eligible.

• During the PHE, the District chose to provide ‘Continuous Coverage’ for all of its 

beneficiaries, including Alliance and ICP.

• Federal guidance disallows states from terminating coverage for any beneficiary enrolled on or after 
March 10, 2020, outside of a few exceptions (move out-of-state, death, request to be removed from 
Medicaid, and technical administrative errors).

• Health and Human Services has promised a minimum 60-day notice for Medicaid programs 

before the official end to the PHE. 

36
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Government of the District of Columbia Department of Health Care Finance

For Official Government Use Only

The Importance of Beneficiary Outreach

• Working with other District agencies and community advocates, we want to ensure continuity 
of coverage for as many of our beneficiaries as possible.

• DHCF will need to conduct outreach to inform beneficiaries about the upcoming need to 

renew their coverage. 

• This need is more immediate for our Alliance and ICP programs as renewals have started. 
• Many of these beneficiaries have never been through the renewal process before and won’t 

be expecting it.

• We are particularly concerned about not having accurate beneficiary information, like updated 
addresses, to effectively communicate with beneficiaries.
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Government of the District of Columbia Department of Health Care Finance

For Official Government Use Only

Alliance and ICP Renewal Restart Began July 1, 
2022

• The Alliance program serves low-income District residents who have no other health 
coverage and are not eligible for either Medicaid or Medicare.

• The Immigrant Children’s Program (ICP) is a program designed to provide health 

coverage to individuals under the age of twenty-one (21) who are not eligible for Medicaid 
or other third-party health coverage.

• Alliance and ICP are locally-funded programs that follow the District guidelines
• The District’s public health emergency ended on July 25, 2021

• Eligibility was extended for these groups until this month
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Government of the District of Columbia Department of Health Care Finance

For Official Government Use Only

Big Changes to Alliance and ICP

• Alliance and ICP are now more aligned with the District’s Streamline Medicaid program 

(Children, Parents/Caretakers, Pregnant Individuals, and Childless Adults)

• Alliance no longer has a resource test.

• Effective for all renewals after October 1, 2022, Alliance certification periods will 

increase from 6 months to 12 months. Example: Individuals recertifying by November 
30, 2022, will not need to recertify until November 30, 2023.

• ICP already has and will continue to have 12-month renewal periods.

• A face-to-face interview is NO LONGER REQUIRED for Alliance at recertification or 

initial application.
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Government of the District of Columbia Department of Health Care Finance

For Official Government Use Only

Save Time! Submit Your Renewal Online!

• Alliance and ICP beneficiaries may submit their completed renewals:

• Online: District Direct allows beneficiaries to complete their renewal, report changes, submit verifications,
and view notices online or through the mobile app. Beneficiaries may visit https://districtdirect.dc.gov/ or
download the mobile app through the Apple App Store or Google Play. Please encourage beneficiaries to

complete their renewal online!

• By Phone: 

• Call Center (202) 727-5355; Language & Translation Line 1-855-532-5465

• By Mail:

• Department of Human Services | Economic Security Administration

• Case Record Management Unit

• P.O. Box 91560 Washington, DC 20090

• By Drop-off at a Service Center

• By Fax:

• Fax to (202) 671-4400
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Government of the District of Columbia Department of Health Care Finance

For Official Government Use Only

Communication Notes and Questions for SECDCC

• We are in the process of hiring a Communications Contractor to provide information to 

beneficiaries on how to update their current information.

• Could create things like fliers and postcards for current beneficiaries
• Could create Talking Points for you to disseminate knowledge yourself
• Could do in-person outreach at events or locations with lots of Medicaid beneficiaries

• We want to know more about your organizations and the communities you serve.

• Questions for the Group – Please Contact Us with Any Input

• What are the best methods to convey information about social service program eligibility to 
people you serve?

• Is there a best time or place to try to reach as many of your beneficiaries as possible to 
provide them information about the need to renew DHCF eligibility?

• Do you have recommendations for other organizations/stakeholder groups for DHCF or its 
contractor to conduct outreach to in order to reach DHCF beneficiaries?
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Government of the District of Columbia Department of Health Care Finance

For Official Government Use Only

Questions or Follow Up?

Caitlin Brandt (Medicaid) – Caitlin.Brandt@dc.gov

Yemi Geteye (Alliance/ICP) – Yemi.Geteye@dc.gov

Taylor Woods (Events and outreach) – Taylor.Woods2@dc.gov

District Direct - https://districtdirect.dc.gov/ua/

District Direct Training Opportunities -

https://my.dcas.dc.gov/pub/partner-courses

Alliance and ICP Renewal FAQ – https://dhcf.dc.gov/alliance-icp-

renewal-faq
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Pediatric Immunization Updates

Heather Burris, Immunization Division Chief, DC Health | July 19, 2022

Copyright 2020 DC Health | Government of the District of Columbia 43



Pediatric COVID-19 Vaccine

For the U5/6 population
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Copyright 2020 DC Health | Government of the District of Columbia
3

COVID-19 Vaccine for Children 6mos – 4/5 Years Old
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• Similar safety profile

• Pfizer = 3 dose, 80% efficacy after 3rd dose (22% after 2nd dose)

• Moderna = 2 dose, 37-50% efficacy, 3rd dose data coming Summer 2022

⎼ Possibility of Omicron variant in the Moderna 3rd dose

Baby COVID Vax – Brief Summary of Data
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COVID-19 Vaccine for Children 6mos – 4/5 Years Old

Copyright 2021 DC Health | Government of the District of Columbia
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• Primary Health Care

⎼ 31 COVID-19 enrolled provider sites have vaccine in the community

o 23 COVID-19 provider sites with Pfizer (20 are VFC enrolled)

o 8 COVID-19 provider sites with Moderna (3 are VFC enrolled)

• COVID Centers

⎼ 8 COVID Centers carrying both products

• Pharmacy Providers

⎼ Pfizer (7 stores- 1 Safeway, 1 Walgreens, 5 CVS Minute Clinics only)

⎼ Moderna (1 store- Walgreens)

Under 5-/6-year old Distribution Plan
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Under 5/6 COVID-19 Vaccination

Copyright 2022 DC Health | Government of the District of Columbia
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DOCIIS 2.0 Updates
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• https://dchealth.dc.gov/dociis

• DOCIIS Main Page

Avenue for Regular Feedback
Two locations to provide us direct feedback
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https://dchealth.dc.gov/dociis

Training Resources Available
Training aids available on DOCIIS webpage 
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• Immunization Points of Contact should email Nyah Molineaux 
(nyah.molineaux@dc.gov) for individual training sessions or to receive access to 
our recorded school nurse training video

How to request the recorded training for new users?
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Day of the week Mon Tue Thu Fri

Facilitator Ledwin Sonya Monique Nyah

Subject Date Time Link Date Time Date Time Date Time

Add students to the roster 7/11/2022 10am Join Here 7/12/2022 11am Join Here 7/14/2022 12pm Join Here

Generate action letter

7/18/2022 11am Join Here
7/19/2022 12am Join Here 7/21/2022 3pm Join Here 7/22/2022 1pm Join Here

Add a historical dose 7/25/2022 2pm Join Here 7/26/2022 1pm Join Here 7/28/2022 10am Join Here 7/29/2022 1pm Join Here

Run a compliance report 8/1/2022 3pm Join Here 8/2/2022 4pm Join Here

Current Office Hours
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Religious Exemptions

New process for 2022-2023 academic year
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• Parents/guardians contact the Immunization Program directly for a pre-filled 
Religious Exemption form

⎼ We are updating our webpage to include instructions on how to request a religious exemption form

• Form includes a space to describe your "sincerely held religious beliefs" that 
prevent you from receiving immunizations.

• Immunization program will document exemption in DOCIIS 2.0

⎼ IPOC will be able to see a student's deferrals, medical, and religious exemptions

⎼ IPOCs are not able to document exemptions in DOCIIS—must be done by immunization staff

⎼ *special mention about immunization records and exemption documentation

Religious Exemption Process

57



No Shots, No School 

DC Health Pediatric Immunization Strategy
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• School-based health center open access​

⎼ July 1 to August 31 by appointment​

• VFC/COVID enrolled mobile access for school-located vaccine events​

⎼ Operated by Medstar, Unity, Mary's Center, and Children's July 5 to September 29

⎼ Targeting schools with high % of students non-compliant

⎼ ​Registration link: www.bit.ly/DCHealthMobileUnit

• Mass vaccination sites
⎼ October 3 to October 22

⎼ Hosted by community providers in two locations, center city and east of the river​

• Partnership with DCPS/DPR, DHCF, Immunize DC

DC Health Pediatric Immunization Strategy for NSNS
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• Well-child campaign/NSNS​

⎼ Updated 2022 communications plan and toolkit​

⎼ Sharing with CBOs, Immunize DC, other partners​

• Updated pediatric access map and list of locations on Immunization home page.​

• Outreach Attempts

⎼ Live calls to over 10K families in June

⎼ Robocalls to non-compliant families this month and next month

⎼ Personalized mailed letter to non-compliant families​

o DOCIIS letter customized with missing vaccines​

⎼ Post cards​

o 13,000 non-specific postcards mailed by AIM​ in June

o DC Health well-child postcards in backpacks ​

DC Health Pediatric Immunization Strategy for NSNS
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