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Fiscal Year 2025 (FY25) Scholarships for Opportunity and Results (SOAR) Act Facilities Awards 

The Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) awards SOAR Act Facilities grants to high-

quality public charter schools (PCS) in the District of Columbia through a competitive process. SOAR 

Facilities grants provide charter schools with funds to renovate their facilities. Awarded projects must 1) 

increase the total number of seats available at a high-quality charter school, and/or 2) increase the 

quality of existing seats at a high-quality public charter school. 

FY25 SOAR Facilities Awardees Award Amount 

AppleTree Institute $ 300,000.00 

Capital City PCS $ 245,459.60 

DC Bilingual PCS $ 243,640.00 

DC Prep PCS $ 262,000.00 

Friendship PCS $ 291,680.00 

Ingenuity Prep PCS $ 299,863.80 

LEARN DC PCS $ 300,000.00 

Lee Montessori PCS $ 300,000.00 

Mary McLeod Bethune Day Academy PCS $ 300,000.00 

Mundo Verde Bilingual PCS $ 300,000.00 

Sela PCS $ 300,000.00 

Thurgood Marshall Academy PCS $ 300,000.00 

Washington Latin PCS $ 300,000.00 

Project Descriptions 

AppleTree Institute 

AppleTree Institute, on behalf of AppleTree Early Learning PCS, aims to enhance the long-term viability, 

safety, and quality of seats at its Columbia Heights campus. The project will improve air quality through 

installation of a new HVAC system and improve safe access to the school through replacement of the 

front vestibule. These improvements will directly address and resolve significant health and safety 

concerns at the campus, including heightened mold levels that have led to school closures to remediate. 

Beyond the immediate benefits, AppleTree anticipates that these renovations will extend the building’s 

lifespan, preserving it as a valuable educational asset for years to come. 

Capital City PCS 

Capital City will build a new playground for its lower school students. The project involves removing the 

existing 4,000-square-foot playground, currently situated alongside a busy street and exacerbating soil 

erosion issues. The new playground will be constructed within the school's secured field area and 

integrated into its garden and outdoor learning spaces to create a comprehensive 55,000-square-foot 



 

outdoor educational environment. Site improvements include grading, adding appropriate surfacing for 

safe play, and constructing accessible pathways to building entrances. This project will enhance the 

quality of education for the school’s 245 students in grades K-4 by addressing critical safety concerns, 

improving physical accessibility for students with disabilities, and creating developmentally appropriate 

play spaces that support the school's educational philosophy. 

 

DC Bilingual PCS 

DC Bilingual will complete two urgent infrastructure improvements to ensure the continued safety, 

functionality, and learning quality of its pre-K 3 through grade 5 campus. These upgrades include: 1) full 

replacement of an aging and malfunctioning 75-camera surveillance system, and 2) a major roof and 

gutter system restoration to resolve long-standing water infiltration and stormwater runoff challenges. 

These projects are designed to protect instructional time, reduce operational disruptions, and sustain 

trust with families by ensuring a safe, secure, and stable facility that supports more than 600 students 

daily. 

 

DC Prep PCS 

DC Prep aims to ensure safe, consistent, and high-quality learning for approximately 400 pre-K through 

grade 3 students by modernizing the core infrastructure and safety measures at its Edgewood 

Elementary campus. The project includes replacing 11 outdated and unreliable rooftop HVAC units, 

installing a building automation system to optimize efficiency and zone-based temperature control, and 

replacing the campus's failing fire panel. These upgrades will enhance the quality of academic seats by 

minimizing instructional disruptions, improving comfort in learning spaces, and ensuring full emergency 

readiness. 

 

Friendship PCS 

Friendship will modernize the HVAC system at its Chamberlain Elementary and Middle School campus. 

The grant will support phase I of the project and allow the school to upgrade 17 HVAC units on the third 

floor and in the basement-level cafeteria, addressing longstanding air quality and ventilation issues 

affecting 538 current students. The new units will enable more precise comfort control, improved 

indoor air quality, reduced noise, and lower operating costs. Friendship has pledged to invest in phases 

II, III, and IV to complete the HVAC replacement work throughout the entire building, demonstrating its 

commitment to creating a healthy, safe, and high-performing school environment. 

 

Ingenuity Prep PCS  

Ingenuity Prep is undertaking a $45 million renovation of its 340,000-square-foot campus, located in the 

Bellevue neighborhood of Ward 8. Designed to enrich instruction and learning, as well as increase 

energy efficiency, the renovation will include replacing the existing HVAC system, upgrading the 

electrical system, LED lighting, and flooring, and more. The grant will support an essential aspect of the 

project: the installation of 26 new windows that will bring much-needed natural light to classrooms, as 

nearly all are currently without it. This project improves the school’s infrastructure, optimizes its 

learning environments, and supports future scalability by preserving space that can accommodate 

phased growth or partnership programming without requiring additional capital build-out.  



LEARN DC PCS 

LEARN DC will complete the full pre-development phase for a new, permanent pre-K 3 through grade 8 

school facility located on the Joint Base Anacostia-Bolling military installation. The grant project includes 

architectural and engineering design, permitting, legal compliance, site and utility due diligence, and 

project management necessary to make the school fully shovel-ready for construction by fall 2026. 

Currently, LEARN DC serves 290 students across 18 modular classrooms that are rapidly aging and no 

longer adequate. These temporary facilities lack the space, infrastructure, and programmatic 

functionality to support the school's academic model and do not accommodate for its planned growth 

to 550 students by 2029. The new 45,000-square-foot facility will include 28 homerooms; classrooms for 

art, music, and STEM; small-group support spaces; administrative offices; and a multipurpose cafeteria.  

Lee Montessori PCS 

Lee Montessori is investing in Montessori-aligned outdoor nature learning and play space at its East End 

campus, located in the Fairlawn/Randle Heights neighborhood of Ward 8. The campus currently has only 

one small 2,000-square-foot outdoor play space for its 247 students in pre-K 3 through grade 4. The 

current play area is only suitable for children ages 3-5 and does not meet Montessori learning standards 

and objectives. The expanded outdoor play space will: 1) serve growing enrollment; 2) provide age and 

developmentally appropriate outdoor space for all students (ages 3-12); 3) enhance the quality and type 

of outdoor play space in ways that promote and align with the Montessori curriculum; and 4) increase 

the accessibility of outdoor play and learning space for all students, including students with physical and 

cognitive disabilities.  

Mary McLeod Bethune Day Academy PCS  

Bethune will undertake a renovation project at 1319 Jackson St. NE, an existing residential property 

adjacent to the school's main middle school building. This initiative will transform the structure through 

a complete interior gut renovation, basement underpinning, and two-story rear addition. Once 

completed, the facility will serve as a dedicated STEM Innovation Center, significantly enhancing the 

educational environment for middle school students. The new facility will feature inviting laboratories 

for computer-aided design (CAD), additive manufacturing (3D printing), robotics, coding, and game 

design, thereby increasing the quality of existing seats by integrating real-world, hands-on learning 

experiences into the curriculum.  

Mundo Verde Bilingual PCS 

Mundo Verde aims to meet ongoing demand for its dual-language program and advance its 

sustainability mission by constructing a 15,000-square-foot, net-zero, early childhood facility at 817 

Varnum St. NE, a building and site that will serve Mundo Verde's existing Calle Ocho campus. The facility 

will feature eight light-filled pre-K classrooms, geothermal HVAC, and direct connections to a future 

nature-rich outdoor learning landscape. With space for up to 200 pre-K students, the project will create 

131 new seats, alleviate crowded learning conditions by spreading current Calle Ocho students across 

two buildings, and improve the quality of indoor and outdoor learning spaces for all students on the 

campus. By shifting pre-K spaces into the new building, the school will reclaim eight classrooms and 



shared spaces in the current facility and reconfigure them into dedicated art, music, intervention, and 

administrative areas.  

Sela PCS 

Sela will complete a multi-phase renovation of its facility at 6015 Chillum Place NE, which serves 302 

students from pre-K 3 through grade 5. The project will address critical facility needs through replacing 

the building's 25-year-old roof, installing a high-efficiency dedicated outdoor air system for improved 

ventilation, constructing an Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)-accessible outdoor playground, and 

installing solar arrays to reduce long-term utility costs. These enhancements will create a safer, more 

sustainable, and inclusive environment that will directly improve indoor air quality, reduce chronic 

absenteeism, and expand access to outdoor learning opportunities while extending the building's 

operational lifespan.  

Thurgood Marshall Academy PCS 

Thurgood Marshall Academy (TMA) will optimize its instructional square footage by subdividing four 

larger classrooms and the library to create 10 right-sized instructional spaces and transforming its staff 

lounge into a space for collaboration, wellness, and planning. This project responds to the urgent and 

increasing needs of TMA's student body. With 60 percent of instruction for special education students 

expected to occur outside the general education setting next year, the demand for flexible, smaller 

classrooms has intensified. This project will increase the quality of existing seats by enabling TMA to 

deliver individualized, research-backed instruction in student-responsive learning environments and 

providing instructional staff with a space that fosters collaboration and effective planning. 

Washington Latin PCS 

Washington Latin is undertaking a comprehensive renovation of the athletic field at its Second Street 

campus to improve safety, usability, and access for students and the broader school community. The 

project includes removal of the existing deteriorated grass surface, subsoil preparation, laser grading to 

ensure a level and hazard-free playing surface, installation of a modern irrigation system, laying of high-

quality Bermuda grass sod, and installation of field lighting to extend usability into the evening. These 

improvements will transform the field into a safe, year-round athletic and recreational space that will 

support more than 1,500 students across Washington Latin's two campuses. The renovated field will 

serve as a central resource for more than 30 school sports teams, daily physical education classes, and 

summer learning programs.




