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Data sets include:

• English learner (EL) enrollment

• ACCESS results 

This landscape analysis provides available data for the 2024‐25 
school year to assist local education agencies (LEAs) in 
identifying programmatic supports that promote the success 
of their English learners.
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We are all responsible for the education of English learners. 
English learners reside and are served in every ward in DC.
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Foundational Principles for Serving EL Students 
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Value the cultural and linguistic backgrounds of EL students.

Provide EL students access to grade-level academic content and English language 
instruction that is appropriate for advancing their language proficiency and academic 
achievement.  

Partner with families, educators, system leaders, and communities to nurture EL 
students’ linguistic, academic, social, and emotional development. 

Use multiple sources of data to inform and continually refine EL programs, services, 
instruction, and assessment. 



• More than 109 languages are spoken 
by DC students. The top six languages 
are:

• Spanish 

• Amharic 

• French 

• Central American Indian/Indigenous 
Languages

• Chinese 

• Arabic

ELs are a vital and growing group of students in DC with 
unique assets and needs. 
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EL Enrollment 
by Grade 
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EL Enrollment by New and Continuing Status
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DC Public Schools (DCPS) continues to enroll a higher proportion of 
ELs than charter schools compared to enrollment of all students.
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Most new-to-DC ELs are in the early elementary and ninth 
grades. 
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18 percent of all DC students have had or currently have EL 
status.
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ACCESS Proficiency
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Students continue to score higher in listening and 
reading than speaking and writing.
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Students are most 
likely to exit EL status in 
fourth and fifth grades.
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ELs have a variety of disability types, similar to non-ELs
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ELs with disabilities performed lower on ACCESS than their EL 
peers without disabilities. 
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6/4/2026 16Data Note: Students are identified as English learners if they were active ELs during the 2024-25 school year 
or had exited English learner status following the English proficiency assessment in spring 2024 or spring 2023

ELs had higher statewide assessment proficiency rates 
in math in 2025 than in 2024.



EL Teacher Workforce in the District

17* District of Columbia Municipal Regulations does not require DC public charter school teachers to be certified.

In addition to the teachers referenced above, 125 non-EL teachers across the 
District were also certified in English language development in the 2024-2025 
school year. 

DC had 8,939 total teachers in the 2024-25 school year. 

EL Teacher 
FTE, not EL 
Certified

EL Teacher
FTE, EL 

Certified

EL Teachers 
FTE, Total

Percent of EL 
Teachers who 
are Certified

Number of 
ELs per 

certified EL 
Teacher FTE

Number of 
ELs per EL 

Teacher FTE

SY 2023-24 465 129 594 22% 92 20

SY 2024-25 419 118 537 22% 103 23



Additional information 
for English Learners 
Program Elements and 
Process

For more information on OSSE’s English 
learner policies, review the publication

Delivering Education Services to English 
Learners: Policies and Procedures for 
Administrators, Instructional Leaders, 
and Teachers in the District of Columbia
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https://osse.dc.gov/publication/delivering-education-services-english-learners-policies-and-procedures-administrators
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