Office of the State Superintendent of Education

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

DC Code §38-2264. Achieving Competency in Structured Literacy

What is the definition of kindergarten teacher and : Are there translated versions of structured literacy
who does it apply to? . trainings on OSSE’s approved training list?

Per § 38—2264. Achieving competency in structured As of spring 2026, OSSE’s approved structured literacy
literacy instruction. | D.C. Law Library. A kindergarten training list does not include translated versions. OSSE is
teacher refers to all teachers who are assigned to teach in the process of translating the science of reading training
kindergarten. i into Spanish. The anticipated translated version will be

available by early summer 2026.

Examples could include:

* Ageneral education teacher assigned to teach When do teachers need to complete a training

kindergarten, . to demonstrate competency per the legislative

?
* Ateacher assigned to co-teach a kindergarten mandate?

classroom, Per § 38—2264. Achieving competency in structured

*  Ateacher assigned to teach a multi-grade classroom ] literacy instruction. | D.C. Law Library. Table 1 shows each
that includes kindergarten teachers (e.g., a K-1 | teacher grade level and the corresponding year in which
combination classroom). . the training requirement applies.

Table 1: Structured Literacy Competency

Can local education agencies (LEAs) use a train- Requirement Schedule

the-trainer model where school staff provides the

structured literacy training to teachers? 5
M Teacher Grade Level School Year
LEAs may implement a train-the-trainer model when !

the selected training from the Office of the State Kindergarten 2026-27
Superintendent of Education’s (OSSE’s) approved '
structured literacy training list includes a train-the-trainer

. . . . ! First 2027-28
option. Under a train-the-trainer model, the training !
vendor establishes a formal process to prepare and certify
an individual can deliver the approved structured literacy ! Second 2028-29
training to other school personnel. E
Third 2029-30

Does OSSE provide any funding to pay for
a training that an LEA may choose from the
approved structured literacy training list?

LEAs will be required to submit compliance for structured
literacy training completion by Oct. 31 of each year.

No. OSSE does not provide funding to LEAs for structured
literacy training; however, it provides an asynchronous,
no-cost training option available to all LEAs. OSSE’s Science
of Reading training is a 25-hour approved structured
literacy training and is accessible to all educators through
OSSE’s Learning Management System (LMS).
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Can an LEA choose to train all kindergarten
through grade 3 teachers at the same time rather
than training only one grade per year?

Yes, an LEA may choose to train all kindergarten through
grade 3 teachers simultaneously, as long as each grade
level is complete by the required completion year (as
shown in Table 1 above).

Can teachers who previously completed a training

from OSSE’s structured literacy training list use it to

demonstrate competency?

Yes, teachers who successfully completed an OSSE-
approved structured literacy training or earned a
passing score on a structured literacy competency
assessment between January 2019 and August
2026 can utilize previous training to demonstrate
competency.

Can teachers who previously completed a training
that is not from OSSE’s structured literacy training
list use it demonstrate competency? If not, what
options does this teacher have?

No. Teachers who completed a structured literacy
training that is not included on OSSE’s approved
structured literacy training list may not use that prior
training to demonstrate competency.

For these teachers, the LEA must either direct
them to complete a training from OSSE’s approved
list or require them to demonstrate competency
by obtaining a passing score on OSSE’s approved
structured literacy competency assessment.
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Where can | find more information about

OSSE’s approved structured literacy competency
assessment and how it can be used in relation to
this legislation?

' For more information on OSSE’s structured literacy
competency assessment, please refer to the guidance
i document: OSSE’s approved structured literacy
assessment.

Our LEA is a Comprehensive Literacy State
Development (CLSD) grantee. Can our LEA use
the CLSD grant funding to fund structured literacy
training?

' In compliance with the federal grant’s supplement-
not-supplant provision, recipients and subrecipients
: cannot use federal funding (i.e., CLSD funding) for
any activities that are required by state or local

' law. Therefore, CLSD subgrantees cannot use CLSD
funding to comply with this legislative requirement,

© which includes all educators assigned to kindergarten
through grade 3. Please reach out to the CLSD

i Program Manager, Clara Smith (Clara.Smith@dc.gov)
with any further questions on allowable costs within
the CLSD program.

For additional questions or to submit a question for
' inclusion on this document, please reach out to Vaani
i Gupta at Vaani.Gupta@dc.gov
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