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• Setting the Stage for Early Childhood Special Education in the District

• Defining and Discussing Child Find for Students Ages 3-5

• LEA Responsibilities for Child Find

• Early Childhood Developmental Screeners

• LEA Spotlights

Agenda



Setting the Stage for Early 
Childhood Special Education 
in the District of Columbia



Relevant Timeline
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2005

D.L. v District of 
Columbia case filed 
against the District

2011

Court ruled in favor 
of the plaintiffs 

in D.L. v District of 
Columbia

2016

Court imposed 
detailed court 

orders – to remain 
in effect until the 

District 
demonstrates 

consistent 
compliance

2022

The District 
continues to work 
towards meeting 

court ordered 
compliance metrics

OSSE monitors 
compliance and 

works with District 
LEAs to increase 
compliance rates



Relevant Court Case: D.L. v. District of Columbia

D.L. v. DC: Class action lawsuit

• In July 2005, six named plaintiffs, on behalf of themselves and others similarly 

situated, sued the District of Columbia government and the DC Superintendent of 

Public Schools. "D.L." refers to the plaintiffs in the case.

• The plaintiffs alleged that the District of Columbia violated IDEA and District law by 

failing to identify children ages 3-5 with disabilities, timely evaluate them, timely 

issue eligibility determinations, and smoothly and effectively transition them from 

Part C services to Part B services at age 3.

• The court agreed with the plaintiffs and issued court orders which remain in effect 

today.

5



Relevant Court Orders

The Court ordered the District to comply with specific performance metrics:

• Child Find rate of 8.5 percent for 3- to-5-year-old students

• Timely eligibility determinations

• Timely C to B transitions

OSSE issued a Dear Colleague letter at the beginning of the 2017-18 school year to clarify 

LEA obligations to support children ages 3-5 with disabilities.
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Defining and Discussing 
Child Find for 3- to 5-Year-
Old Students​
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What comes to mind when you hear 
'Child Find'?
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• Child Find is a requirement to locate, identify, and evaluate children who may 
require early intervention or special education services.

• The District of Columbia must engage in continuous public awareness and 
screening activities that help to ensure it meets its Child Find requirements.

What is Child Find?
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General. (1) The State must have in effect policies and procedures to 
ensure that—

(i) All children with disabilities residing in the State, including children with 
disabilities who are homeless children or are wards of the State, and 
children with disabilities attending private schools, regardless of the 
severity of their disability, and who are in need of special education and 
related services, are identified, located, and evaluated; and

(ii) A practical method is developed and implemented to determine which 
children are currently receiving needed special education and related 
services.

34 C.F.R. §300.111

What are Federal Child Find Regulations?  
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3002.1 Provision of FAPE

(d) The LEA shall ensure that procedures are implemented to 
identify, locate, and evaluate all children with disabilities residing in 
the District who are in need of special education and related services, 
including children with disabilities attending private schools, 
regardless of the nature or severity of their disabilities.

5A DCMR § 3002.1(d)

What are Local Child Find Regulations? 
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What are your strengths and successes 
with Child Find?
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What are some barriers you have encountered 
with Child Find?



LEA Responsibilities for 
Child Find
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The LEA must develop, implement, and adhere to written Child Find 

policy, outlining the continuous, ongoing efforts the LEA will undertake to meet its 

responsibilities. The policy must address the following:

▪ Points of contact responsible for overseeing or conducting LEA Child Find activities;

▪ LEA outreach efforts;

▪ Plans for communicating with parents, families, and the school community about the 

availability of special education services;

▪ Identification procedures, including the types of schoolwide screenings conducted by the 

LEA;

▪ Procedures for submitting a referral for initial evaluation;

▪ Parent procedural safeguards under the IDEA; and

▪ Procedures for collecting, maintaining, and reporting accurate data related to the number of 

students receiving special education and related services.

Child Find Policies and Procedures
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The LEA must train all school staff on the LEA's Child Find policy and 
procedures.

▪ New teacher orientation

▪ Summer staff development

▪ Mid-year training

▪ Staff handbook

Staff Training
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The LEA must engage in public/parent awareness activities.

▪ Back to School packets

▪ Newsletters

▪ Child Find posters (Required)

▪ School website

▪ Parent/Staff socials

▪ Community activities

▪ Planning meetings with local agencies that support the community

Public/Parent Awareness Activities



Early Childhood 
Developmental Screeners
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An Early Childhood Developmental Screener is a formal instrument that provides a 

quick snapshot of a child's developmental status and indicates whether further 

evaluations are needed to identify potential difficulties that might necessitate special 

education services.

• Screenings are designed to be brief (30 minutes or less).

• Screenings ask questions about a child's development, including language, motor, 

cognitive, social, and emotional development.

• Screenings are designed to identify risks or potential developmental delays; 

therefore, it will not capture the full range of development, skill, or capacity among 

children. Screenings only indicate the possible presence of developmental delay or 

difference and cannot definitively identify or describe the nature or extent of a 

disability.

• Screenings do not provide a diagnosis.

What is a Developmental Screener?



LEA Spotlights
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Back to School Welcome Packet
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• https://www.ewstokes.org/support-servicesSUPPORT SERVICES | ewstokes.org



Special Education Services - Friendship Public Charter School (friendshipschools.org)
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AppleTree seeks to support the diverse needs of their 
student population by focusing on the holistic 
development of a child in the areas of academics, 
social-emotional, adaptive, language, and physical 
development. Their student support video is an 
example of community outreach and supports their 
child find efforts.
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www.appletreeinstitute.org/student-support-services

Introducing AppleTree's Student Support Services - YouTube



Appendix



• Local Education Agency (LEA) Child Find Guidance and Model Child Find Policy

• Model Child Find Posters

• Early Childhood Developmental Screening: A Compendium of Measures for Children Ages Birth 
to Five

• Screening Tools for Children Birth to Age Five w/Potential for Remote Administration

• Dear Colleague Letter: IDEA Requirements Related to DL v. DC


