2024 Healthy Schools Act Report
Environmental Literacy Plan Implementation Progress Table

The 2024 Healthy Schools Act Report includes biennial highlights for the Environmental Literacy Program for fiscal years 2022 and 2023 (i.e.,
school years 2022-23 and 2023-24). In 2023, the Environmental Literacy Advisory Committee updated the DC Environmental Literacy Plan. As
part of this process, the committee reviewed all actions from the 2020 Plan. Most actions remain the same, and modifications are noted in
italics. Very few actions were removed or added, demonstrating continued commitment to the on-going strategies of the plan.

The following District agencies and organizations are listed as leads or partners to implement the action items found in the plan.

e Department of Energy and Environment (DOEE) e Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR)

0 Aquatic Resources Education Center (AREC) 0 Division of Environment and the Great Outdoors

0 Operations Services Administration (OSA)

0 Urban Sustainability Administration (USA) e Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE)

O Watershed Protection Division (WPD) 0 Office of Career Technical Education (CTE)

0 Division of Data, Accountability and Research (DAR)

e District of Columbia Public Schools (DCPS) 0 Division of Health and Wellness (H&W)

0 Office of Teaching and Learning 0 Division of Teaching and Learning (TAL)

0 Office of the Chief Operation Officer (DCPS Ops)
e DC State Board of Education (SBOE)
e Charter School LEAs and Participating Private Schools
e University of the District of Columbia (UDC)
e Department of General Services (DGS) 0 College of Agriculture, Urban Sustainability and
0 Sustainability and Energy Division Environmental Sciences
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Student Objective: All students engage in project-based experiences at every grade level, both in the classroom and outdoors, designed to
increase understanding of environmental and sustainability concepts and career pathways.

. Lead Progress Description Progress
Strategy Action Item Partner Status
ST1. Identify existing a. Encourage all District high schools to | DCPS OSSE collected course information in the 2023-24 school year and will 0000
programs of study in offer an environmental science Charter LEAs | begin collecting additional school-level data (courses offered,
schools that integrate course (or similar course, such as instructional time, and enrollment) in the future. Preliminary results
environmental literacy urban ecology) and track student show that there are four environmental science courses, and
components that lead enrollment through OSSE’s course approximately 134 courses that may support environmental literacy
to proficiency in code collection system are offered across LEAs.
environment literacy According to DCPS and the School Health Profile (SHP), enrollment in
Environmental Science is 958 students at 16 DCPS schools and 814
charter school students at 13 schools.
b. Develop and promote course DCPS Efforts at Anacostia HS and Coolidge HS offer pathways to explore 0000
pathways to include environmental Charter LEAs | environmental science. At Anacostia HS, students can engage in
science as a recommended high hydroponics, and a new greenhouse will open in fall 2024. Coolidge HS
school course to increase student has piloted a social studies course, World Problems and Contemporary
enrollment in environmental Issues, which focuses on the United Nations Sustainable Development
science Goals (30 students enrolled across three sections). These programs are
also being integrated into feeder middle schools (Wells, Kramer,
Sousa).
Friendship Public Charter School (PCS) has courses in energy and
natural resources and horticulture.
Progress key:
OOOO Not started ® O OO Initiated ®® OO Moderate ® ® ® O Significant 0000 Complete

Progress Progress
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Strategy

Action Item

Lead
Partner

Progress Description

Progress
Status

c. Develop and pilot an environmental- | DCPS

themed instructional sequence for
high school biology

Charter LEAs
OSSE H&W
OSSE TAL

In DCPS’ biology curriculum guide, Units 1 and 2 focus on ecosystems
and the environment, covering topics such as carrying capacity,
biodiversity, and environmental impacts on species.

( X X J©

d. Increase the number of students
engaged in high quality hands-on,
real world learning experiences,
such as school garden programs,

DCPS
Charter LEAs
OSSE H&W
UDC Food

DCPS environmental science-based Hubs

Cornerstones, or outdoor learning
experiences

According to OSSE’s school garden registration form data collection for
the 2022-23 school year, 13,068 pre-K-12 students engaged in at least
10 hours of garden-based learning.

DCPS offered the following Cornerstones with environmental themes
in the 2023-24 school year:

-K: Conservation (includes trip to National Zoo), Changes in Nature and
Life Cycle (butterfly kits), Growing Vegetable Soup (fruits and
vegetables provided by Food and Nutrition Services)

-Grade 1: Animal Adaptations (field trip to Natural History Museum)
-Grade 2: | Am a Botanist (care for brassica plants), | Am a
Meteorologist (preparing for extreme weather conditions)

-Grade 3: Our Urban Habitat (field trip to Natural History Museum)
-Grade 4: Rock On! (field trip to Natural History Museum)

-Grade 5: Where Is your Water Footprint (eco-audit of water
consumption in school community)

-Grade 6: Take a Hike (hiking in DC)

-Grade 8: Place Matters (how the built environment impacts health)
Beginning in 2022, the School Health Profile (SHP) allows OSSE to track
the number of students engaging in outdoor learning. SHP 2023-24
school year data show 153 schools engaging 48,767 students in 10 or
more hours of outdoor learning. SHP 2022-23 school year data show
61 percent of school campuses reaching 40,771 students. However,
these data include outdoor learning spaces used for academic subjects,
school meals, or social and emotional learning activities. More refined
tracking may become available with OSSE’s course collection initiative.

@000

Progress key:

OOOO Not started

@® O OO |Initiated

®® OO Moderate ® ® ® O Significant 0000 Complete

Progress Progress



https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/page_content/attachments/SY23-24%20Biology%20Curriculum%20Guide%20%281%29.pdf
https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/page_content/attachments/SY23-24%20Biology%20Curriculum%20Guide%20%281%29.pdf
https://osse.dc.gov/service/healthy-schools-act-school-health-profiles
https://osse.dc.gov/service/healthy-schools-act-school-health-profiles
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participation in work-based learning,
internships, certifications,
postsecondary attainment, and
careers in environmental studies

Charter LEAs

sites), Horticulture (1 site), Energy and Natural Resources (2 sites), and
Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning, and Refrigeration (HVACR) (1
site).

In the 2021-22 school year, OSSE began offering grants to start middle
school CTE programs. In the 2023-24 school year, one DCPS middle
school implemented the Project Lead the Way Green Architecture
course and two charter middle schools included urban agriculture in
their Career Exploration programming.

Strategy Action Item Lead Progress Description Progress
Partner Status
New for 2023 ELP Update e. Increase enrollment in local uDC OSSE and DOEE identified degree programs in the DC Futures 0000
environmental degree programs DOEE scholarship program that support environmental careers. Since the
and green workforce training by OSSE pilot in the 2021-22 school year, the percentage of students enrolled in
continuing and promoting environmental degree programs at Catholic University has increased
opportunities that decrease from 7.6 percent to 10.7 percent of students (n=159); at Trinity
financial barriers Washington University, the percentage has decreased from 8.1
percent to 4.4 percent of students (n=458); and the percentage has
increased from 4.7 percent to 7.7 percent of students at UDC and UDC
Community College (n=506).
DOEE Green Pathways offers workforce development opportunities
through the Green Trades DC program, Kingman Rangers, River Corps,
and others.
ST2. Provide students with a. Provide at least 300 students per DOEE OSA In 2023 and 2024, DOEE’s Green Zone Environmental Program remains 0000
exposure to green jobs year in District summer employment | DOES hybrid, with one day per week conducted virtually. 250 youth
and environmental programs (such as DOEE’s Green DPR participate each year.
careers and encourage Zone Environmental Program or uDC DPR is also a host site for the Summer Youth Employment Program,
student participation other Summer Youth Employment where all programs are led by Black, Indigenous, and People of Color
in these opportunities Programs) with exposure (minimum (BIPOC) environmental professionals.
of one day) to environmental
careers.
b. Support the development of aligned | OSSE CTE In the 2023-24 school year, the following environmental-aligned CTE 0000
CTE programs to increase students’ DCPS Programs were offered across 13 District high schools: Engineering (10

Progress key:

OOOO Not started

@® O OO |Initiated

®® OO Moderate

Progress

® ® ® O Significant

Progress

0000 Complete



https://osse.dc.gov/dcfutures
https://osse.dc.gov/dcfutures
https://doee.dc.gov/page/greenpathways
https://doee.dc.gov/node/58752
https://careertechdc.org/programs
https://careertechdc.org/programs
https://careertechdc.org/middle-school
https://careertechdc.org/middle-school
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. Lead Progress Description Progress
Strategy Action Item E P s
Partner Status
OSSE is in the final phase of developing new CTE Program of Study
Standards, which will include career ready standards. Environmental
literacy is among the new career ready standards. Standards will
include activities and career information to support implementing
environmental literacy.
The CTE program is also adding Green Standard Occupational
Classification (SOC) codes into the standards and program of study
matrix to be able to consider environmental careers and build
additional programs.
Removed in 2023 ELP Update
Removed in 2023 ELP update 0000
New in 2023 ELP Update c. Host opportunities for students to DPR In the 2023-24 school year, UDC has six Anacostia HS students in
increase awareness of DOEE OSSE’s Advanced Internship Program (AIP). In 2023, 15 students from
environmental careers (e.g., DPR OSSE CTE Anacostia HS participated in a Career Ready Internship summer
Youth Summit, Trail program; 24 students will participate in summer 2024. Two students
Restoration/Maintenance Program, from the Agriculture, Food, and Natural Resources program of study
CTE Career Ready Internship cluster are participating in the AIP with Bread for the City.
Program, or CTE Advanced
Internship Program)
Progress key:
OOOO Not started ® O OO Initiated ®® OO Moderate ® ® ® O Significant 0000 Complete

Progress Progress
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development through OSSE internal
team review and assessment items
and specifications

science bank analysis to determine Next Generation Science Standards
(NGSS) coverage gaps. Environmental standard coverage will be
prioritized where available.

Strategy Action Item Lead Progress Description Progress
Partner Status
In 2023, DPR’s Youth Environmental Summit provided 200+ students
from five high schools with a full-day field trip to Oxon Run Park,
where they put skills learned into action, met likeminded peers and
discovered higher education and career opportunities in
environmentalism. Planning is in place for DPR’s Pope Branch Trail
Restoration Program, to begin in late fiscal year 2024 (FY24).
In 2023, OSSE worked with Nature Forward to create the
livestreamed Green Careers series with five environmental
professionals of color. The website includes recordings of the
interviews and pre- and post-lesson activity packets.
New in 2023 ELP Update d. Support the DC Career and OSSE CTE Not started. 0000
Technical Student Organizations
State Leadership Conference to
recruit students and employers for
school and summer programs and
engage with environmental
professionals
ST3. Determine a. Map data between environmental OSSE DAR OSSE has begun conducting internal analyses to determine school- 0000
correlations between literacy program participation and OSSE H&W level performance on assessment items that support environmental
implementation of statewide assessments results to literacy.
school-based determine how environmental
programming and literacy affects assessment
standardized outcomes to identify trends or gaps
assessment and inform future work
performance
b. Continue to align environmental OSSE DAR New item development will begin in summer 2024 for field testing in 0000
literacy efforts with science item OSSE H&W spring 2026. Statewide assessment vendor has been conducting

Progress key:

OOOO Not started

@® O OO |Initiated

®® OO Moderate

Progress

® ® ® O Significant

Progress

0000 Complete



https://www.washingtoninformer.com/students-explore-academics-impact-and-employment-at-youth-environmental-summit/
https://natureforward.org/green-careers/
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educational experiences in other
states/jurisdictions to determine
best practices and applications for
the District

2024.

. Lead Progress Description Progress
Strategy Action Item Partner Status
ST4. Create opportunities a. Develop recognition for student DOEE WPD Student environmental literacy projects were highlighted at the 0000
that encourage participation and engagement in OSSE TAL EcoRise Student Innovation Showcases in 2023 and 2024.
student voice to environmental projects, such as a DOEE USA At the 2024 DC STEM Fair, four earth and environment projects were
demonstrate mastery capstone or science fair project, OSSE H&W submitted at the middle and high school level.
of environmental portfolio, action project or school Anacostia High School students participating in the UDC/ Department
literacy concepts that environmental competition, and of Interior Justice 40 internship also delivered final presentations after
are not test-driven provide a District-wide showcase for completing a 6-week summer internship.
student presentations
b. Catalog efforts and utilize DCPS The Environmental Literacy Advisory Committee has begun to catalog 0000
communication outlets to promote Charter LEAs | available communications outlets for outreach.
and recognize student DOEE USA
achievements, such as newsletters
and social media
c. Analyze the implementation and OSSE H&W Information collected from states by the Chesapeake Bay Program in 0000
results of meaningful watershed DOEE WPD 2022 is posted on Chesapeake Progress. Data will be collected again in

Progress key:

OOOO Not started

@® O OO |Initiated

®® OO Moderate

Progress

® ® ® O Significant

Progress

0000 Complete



https://ecorise.org/news/dc-showcase-23/
https://www.ecorise.org/events/2024-showcases/
https://osse.dc.gov/release/osse-announces-2024-dc-stem-fair-winners
https://www.facebook.com/100064726386370/posts/pfbid023GopSD9JXiuC96XMiWUYxAPmL3z5sfkpuCgGanFY8VfmJA9KxA7nJC2nJSwGocnnl/?mibextid=cr9u03
https://www.chesapeakeprogress.com/engaged-communities#environmental-literacy
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Educator Objective: All educators are prepared and equipped with sustained professional development, tools, and resources to provide
meaningful instruction that continually increases students’ grade-appropriate understanding of the environment.

sequence document for a high
school environmental science
course to incorporate community
resources and available
instructional supports, with an
emphasis on local contexts

Charter LEAs

and is updated every summer by teachers.

Strategy Action ltem Lead Progress Description Progress
Partner Status
ED1.Provide educators a. Create a crosswalk document that OSSE H&W OSSE has conducted a preliminary review of the social studies 0000
with environmental identifies Early Learning Standards | OSSE TAL standards to identify connections to environmental learning.
literacy instructional and Social Studies Standards that SBOE
resources aligned with include environmental literacy
current standards concepts and outdoor learning
opportunities
Removed from 2023 ELP update
New for 2023 ELP Update b. Propose a resolution to SBOE In response to local student activism, SBOE passed SR24-3 Calling for a 0000
incorporate environmental Green New Deal for Schools on Jan. 17, 2024. This resolution includes a
literacy (as appropriate) in all commitment "that upon the next revision of any District of Columbia
future revisions to statewide state education standards, the SBOE should adapt standards, when
standards appropriate, to include environmental literacy and the climate crisis."
SBOE and OSSE have since collaborated on two sets of proposed
standards—financial literacy and social and emotional learning—and
SBOE provided feedback on the importance of environmental literacy
in response to both sets of proposed standards.
c. Update District-wide scope and DCPS DCPS’ Environmental Science Curriculum Guide was completed in 2022 0000

Progress key:

OOOO Not started

@® O OO |Initiated

®® OO Moderate

Progress

® ® ® O Significant

Progress

0000 Complete



https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/bmgn7s24q5vc6ukdg4syh/2024-01-17-SR24-3-Calling-for-a-Green-New-Deal-for-Schools.pdf?rlkey=j10cpm4xuf5mm0i3xz5n6lqw9&e=1&dl=0
https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/page_content/attachments/SY23-24%20Environmental%20Science%20Curriculum%20Guide.pdf
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Strategy Action Item Lead Progress Description Progress
Partner Status
d. Provide educators with a resource | OSSE H&W A resource guide is on the OSSE website, which links to the DC ELP On-going
guide of environmental education Appendix C and directories of providers from the annual DC Teachers’
providers Night. The forthcoming Outdoor Learning Dashboard will also include
an interactive report of data from ELP Appendix C.
ED2.Prepare pre-service . Engage pre-service programs to OSSE TAL Exploring options at schools with approved Educator Prep Programs @000
teachers to be able to determine how they can provide OSSE H&W and within UDC as part of OSSE’s Teacher Apprenticeship Program and
teach environmental environmental education as part of | UDC as part of existing DPR programs and workshops.
education and foster their coursework (such as teaching | DPR
environmental literacy methods)
Removed from 2023 ELP Update
ED3.Provide in-service . Deliver at least three high-quality DPR In FY22, OSSE worked with DC Childcare Connections to host early 0000
teachers and workshops for teachers by OSSE H&W learning training sessions. Several organizations provided nine
community-based qualified environmental OSSE TAL webinars that included environmental themes. On average, 50 early
educators with professionals that increase content | DOEE WPD childhood educators attended each session.
workshops about how knowledge of teachers, foster a DOEE AREC In 2024, DCPS Science and Social Studies content teams partnered with
to teach better understanding of the the National Energy Education Development Project (NEED) to host
environmental District’s environmental joint professional development for 38 secondary teachers around
education and foster initiatives, and increase comfort energy and human impacts on resource use.
environmental literacy with teaching outside of the DOEE grant-funded partners work with District teachers to increase
classroom their watershed knowledge in its Nature Near Schools fourth grade
program.

Progress key:

OOOO Not started @® O OO |Initiated

®® OO Moderate

Progress

® ® ® O Significant

Progress

0000 Complete


https://osse.dc.gov/node/1113332
https://osse.dc.gov/publication/directory-state-approved-educator-preparation-programs-1
https://osse.dc.gov/page/osse-apprenticeship-teaching
https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/publication/attachments/PD%20Landscape%20Table_FY%202023_English%20only_230103.pdf
https://osse.dc.gov/sites/default/files/dc/sites/osse/publication/attachments/PD%20Landscape%20Table_FY%202023_English%20only_230103.pdf
https://www.need.org/event/2024-dcps-leap-workshop/
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communities of
practice to collaborate
and increase capacity
and implement
environmental literacy
programs at schools

network, build community,
mentor and share ideas on a
regular basis

who are seeking to find ways to engage with students in outdoor
learning, with 31 participants across all sessions.

In 2024, DC Teachers’ Night hosted by the DC Environmental Education
Consortium and the US Botanic Garden connected 28 environmental
organizations with 148 teachers.

In 2023, OSSE helped organize and host the first regional school garden
summit. Fifty-four participants representing 34 organizations across the
mid-Atlantic spent two days engaging in workshop, networking, and
shared resources and best practices.

The 2023 CTE Summer Conference included one environmental session
and hopes to add more environmental connections in 2024 that tie to
new standards.

BSCS Science Learning has a cohort for adjusting to NGSS instruction.

Lead Progress Description Progress
Strate Action Item
2 Partner Status
In the 2022-23 school year, the AREC provided 4 Project WILD
professional development workshops with a total of 22 participants,
four of whom are formal classroom teachers.
b. Conduct one summer learning OSSE H&W With the Washington Youth Garden, OSSE hosted the 2023 Summer 0000
institute per year that provides OSSE TAL Institute for Garden-based Learning and plans to hold a 2024 Summer
intensive training in relevant grade | DOEE WPD Institute for Outdoor Learning.
bands and/or content areas, such DOEE AREC
as science, early learning, and
nutrition
. Hold at least three workshops per OSSE H&W In the 2023-24 school year, the AREC has provided three Project WILD 0000
year for community-based DOEE WPD professional development workshops with a total of 33 participants.
organizations, to include DOEE AREC
introductory courses and
supplemental workshops
EDA4. Provide ongoing . Identify and promote OSSE H&W In the 2022-23 school year, OSSE facilitated nine gatherings to bring 0000
support for opportunities for educators to DOEE WPD together educators interested in connecting with other DC educators

Progress key:

OOOO Not started

@® O OO |Initiated

®® OO Moderate

Progress

® ® ® O Significant

Progress

0000 Complete

10


https://outdoorlearning.mailchimpsites.com/past-gatherings
https://osse.dc.gov/node/1113332
https://osse.dc.gov/node/1113332
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b. Create a cohort of educators to OSSE H&W OSSE worked with 12 elementary schools in cohort 4 of the 0000
develop environmental literacy Environmental Literacy Leadership Cadre. School snapshots describe
resources for their peers individual school activities and tips for starting similar programs at

schools.
Strategy and actions a. Develop outreach strategy, to OSSE H&W
moved/integrated to the include materials such as OSSE TAL
District Agency environmental literacy guides and DOEE WPD
Collaborators Section fact sheets, and events such as DOEE USA
teacher’s night DOEE AREC
ED5. Regularly disseminate DGS
information to DPR
encourage
engagement in local, b. Submit environmental literacy OSSE H&W
District-specific EE resources information to be
opportunities published in the OSSE LEA Look
Forward, TAL PD Bulletin, School
Garden Monthly Newsletter,
Sustainable DC Newsletter, and
PCSB Bulletin at least four times
per year
Progress key:
OOOO Not started @O OO I|nitiated ®® OO Moderate ® ® ® O Significant @0 ®8® Complete
Progress Progress

11


https://osse.dc.gov/service/environmental-literacy-leadership-cadre
https://osse.dc.gov/node/1220026
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School Objective: All schools provide students with opportunities to learn how campus buildings and grounds impact the environment and
human health, and how implementing sustainability practices benefits the school community.

maximize waste reduction and
recycling, increase food recovery,
promote green cleaning, and
support energy efficiency in
building operations

. Lead Progress Description Progress
Strategy Action Item Partner Status
SC1. Increase number of a. Provide technical support needed OSSE H&W All schools that completed the Capital LEAF pilot program have been On-going
schools implementing to increase the number of Capital DGS recognized as US Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools. In
sustainability best LEAF schools and US Green Ribbon | DOEE USA 2023, Cardozo Education Campus and Georgetown University received
practices Schools applications DCPS Ops the Green Ribbon Schools recognition. In 2024, Marie Reed
Elementary, St. Patrick’s Episcopal Day School, and the Catholic
University of America were honorees.
b. Provide District support and OSSE H&W The School Garden Guide serves as a comprehensive resource. 0000
partnership connections to DOEE WPD In the 2022-23 school year, there were 124 schools with gardens, 71
facilitate the building, were DCPS and 53 public charter schools. In the 2023-24 school year,
maintenance, and use of outdoor there were 134, showing that the number is increasing after the
learning spaces pandemic.
c. Provide District support and DOEE USA DGS continues to provide a recycling program, including hauling 0000
partnership connections to DGS services, supplies, and support to DCPS, and re-started compost

services that were placed on hold during the COVID-19 pandemic.
DCPS has included requirements for their Food Service Management
Contractor(s) to provide materials, data, and/or staffing for
implementing waste audits or other hands-on educational activities
related to food waste education and work with DCPS Food and
Nutrition Services to implement at least two strategies recommended
by the waste audit report or findings.

Share tables and composting programs also help reduce food waste. In
the 2024 SHP, 84 schools report having share tables and 52 schools
report participating in composting activities.

DGS has also made significant progress to reduce energy consumption
and dependence on the electric grid during school modernization
projects. Initiatives include net-zero energy school buildings and Retro-
Commissioning as part of DGS’ Strategic Energy Management Plan.

Progress key:

OOOO Not started

@® O OO |Initiated

®® OO Moderate

Progress

® ® ® O Significant

Progress

0000 Complete

12


https://osse.dc.gov/page/capital-leaf-leaders-environmental-actions-our-future
https://osse.dc.gov/publication/us-department-education-green-ribbon-school-applications-and-honorees
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/vgmoo2jxhawxe2s5dy9qa/SchoolGardenGuide_8.22.pdf?rlkey=3wmtqg2q3u7vycpagm3ghr602&e=1&dl=0
https://dgs.dc.gov/page/district-government-energy-management-plan
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Strategy Action Item Lead Progress Description Progress
Partner Status
New for 2023 ELP Update d. Provide students, teachers, and DOEE The US Green Building Council LEED Projects page includes scorecards 0000
staff with resources to understand | DGS to help school understand how certification credits were earned.
their building’s environmental School building data can be found on the DC Building Energy
modernization efforts, such as Performance website.
LEED certification, net-zero energy
updates, or WELL credits
SC2. Integrate school a. Removed from 2023 ELP update
maintenance and
facilities managers
and/or operations
staff into
environmental and
sustainability a. Develop a maintenance plan OSSE H&W To create the template, OSSE plans to reference its School Garden 0000
strategies to template to provide guidance so DCPS Ops Guide maintenance section, which includes resources to support school
encourage that school gardens, greenhouses, | Charter LEAs | gardens and greenhouses. DOEE also has the RiverTools manual, which
collaboration across and outdoor classrooms are cared DOEE WPD includes a green infrastructure maintenance toolkit.
school building for in conjunction with school
operations campuses
b. Enhance resources for onsite staff | DCPS Ops Not started. 0000
for waste management, integrated | DGS
pest management, green cleaning,
and green purchasing
New for 2023 ELP Update c. Coordinate efforts across agencies | DOEE USA The District has developed sustainable specifications for purchasing 0000
to determine how sustainable products and services. DOEE has integrated sustainable materials
procurement can be implemented management into its sustainability portfolio.
across schools, while maximizing
relevant educational opportunities

Progress key:

OOOO Not started

@® O OO |Initiated

®® OO Moderate

Progress

® ® ® O Significant

Progress

0000 Complete

13


https://www.usgbc.org/projects?Country=%5B%22United+States%22%5D&State=%5B%22District+of+Columbia%22%5D&Rating+System=%5B%22Schools+-+New+Construction%22%5D&SearchResultsortOption=%22Recently+certified%22
https://buildingperformancedc.org/
https://buildingperformancedc.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/dcfwyhj1qun2txc/SchoolGardenGuide_8.22.pdf?e=1&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/dcfwyhj1qun2txc/SchoolGardenGuide_8.22.pdf?e=1&dl=0
https://www.designgreenllc.com/river-tools
https://doee.dc.gov/service/sustainable-purchasing
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spaces to encourage leveraging
school, neighborhood, and
community spaces for outdoor
learning, and provide
recommendations for schools to
utilize these neighborhood
amenities

classroom and citizen science workshops, activities, and programs.

. Lead Progress Description Progress
Strategy Action Item Partner Status
SC3. Develop a. Maintain an online map and OSSE H&W OSSE created two outdoor learning online tools to help visualize where On-going
communication tools dashboard of outdoor learning DOEE WPD outdoor learning is taking place in the District. The ArcGIS map shows
to create and leverage opportunities on school grounds where schools with outdoor learning are located and allows users to
partnerships between and throughout the District to be filter by outdoor learning feature. The dashboard provides
schools and updated every three years visualizations of data collected from the 2022 School Health Profile and
environmental environmental education provider interviews conducted as part of the
providers 2023 ELP update.
b. Update the resource hub that OSSE H&W Capital LEAF resource pages include background information, examples | On-going
demonstrates how green building DGS of student audits, and ideas for action projects around green building
elements and green infrastructure | DCPS Ops topics (physical environment, schoolyard habitats, and waste
on school grounds can effectively DOEE WPD reduction) for schools.
be integrated into curriculum
New from 2023 ELP Update | c. Create and promote outdoor DPR DPR currently collaborates with DCPS to expand and promote 0000

Progress key:

OOOO Not started

@® O OO |Initiated

®® OO Moderate

Progress

® ® ® O Significant

Progress

0000 Complete
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https://osse.dc.gov/page/outdoor-learning-resources
https://osse.dc.gov/service/healthy-schools-act-school-health-profiles
https://osse.dc.gov/page/capital-leaf-leaders-environmental-actions-our-future
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District Agency Collaborators Objective: All District agency collaborators provide opportunities to teachers, students, and school-based

initiatives that support the environmental literacy goal.

Lead Progress Description Progress
Strate, Action Item
= Partner Status
DA1.Cultivate and foster a. Create systems of support for OSSE H&W Not started. 0000
the knowledge and principals and District LEA leaders DCPS
awareness necessary to build awareness, engagement, Charter LEAs
for the development and participation around
and implementation of environmental literacy
ELP at LEAs
New from 2023 ELP Update | b. Identify barriers to OSSE H&W Not started. 0000
implementation of environmental
education programming at schools
that report little to no
participation in the SHP
DA2.Maintain state a. Regularly convene the OSSE H&W OSSE worked with this committee to draft the 2023 ELP update. In On-going
infrastructure for Environmental Literacy Advisory March 2024, the committee began meeting regularly to monitor
implementation of the Committee to review progress and progress and implementation.
ELP provide implementation
recommendations
b. Designate staff within each agency | OSSE H&W Agency representatives attend meetings and coordinate reporting. On-going
to support ELP efforts and to All agencies
provide OSSE with yearly updates
on progress
c. Identify ongoing, committed DOEE WPD DOEE Watershed Protection Division has ensured that a portion of the 0000
funding to support meaningful Chesapeake Bay Implementation Grant and Bag Law fund is allocated
watershed educational experiences to fund grants supporting MWEE programming in the District. In the
(MWEE) 2023-24 school year, DOEE worked with grantees to implement the
Nature Near Schools and Overnight MWEE programs for elementary
students and a program for middle schools near Kingman Island.
Progress key:
OOOO Not started ® O OO Initiated ®® OO Moderate ® ® ® O Significant @000 Complete
Progress Progress
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2024 Healthy Schools Act Report
Environmental Literacy Plan Implementation Progress Table

. Lead Progress Description Progress
Strategy Action Item Partner Status
DA3. Utilize multiple a. Explore opportunities to publicly OSSE H&W The advisory committee has begun to identify opportunities to share 0000
communication report school-level participationin | DCPS environmental literacy information, such as:
platforms to highlight environmental literacy initiatives Charter LEAs | -DCPS Science quarterly Lab Report
environmental efforts -OSSE H&W Thriving Together newsletter
and local, District- -Sustainable DC newsletter
specific environmental OSSE’s environmental literacy program webpages also include several
education types of case studies that showcase school initiatives. District agencies
opportunities and schools have increasingly used social media platforms to highlight,
share, and build enthusiasm for environmental efforts. School profiles
on the DCPS website includes a sustainability section. Outdoor
Learning Online tools provide data visualizations to determine the
extent of environmental programming in schools.
Moved from the Educator b. Develop a coordinated outreach OSSE H&W The advisory committee has begun to identify opportunities to share 0000
section in 2023 ELP Update strategy for teachers, to include OSSE TAL environmental literacy information, such as:
materials (e.g., environmental DOEE WPD -OSSE: TAL PD Bulletin, CTE monthly email, Sprout It Out online forum
literacy guides and fact sheets) and | DOEE USA -DOEE: environmental education flyer
outreach events DOEE AREC -DPR: printed EnviroGo brochure for the general public includes
DGS opportunities that may be of interest to teachers
DPR -Provider list from Teachers Night at the US Botanic Garden.
c. Promote the use of existing All agencies | The following agencies have websites that support the District’s 0000
resources and websites by adding environmental literacy efforts: OSSE, DOEE, DGS, DCPS, DPR, and
website content at least twice per DCPS.
year
New from 2023 ELP Update | a. Develop a strategy to continue or | DPR DPR continues to leverage conservation efforts, environmental 0000
DA4. Collaborate on improve leveraging resources and education, and nature-based wellness practices through curated
consistent programming funding across agencies to activities, programs, and workshops throughout the school year and
with invested partners that ultimately reach all students with extended school year based on need and fiscal year availability.
. . environmental programming
support tiered learning
opportunities

Progress key:

OOOO Not started

@® O OO |Initiated

®® OO Moderate

Progress

® ® ® O Significant

Progress

0000 Complete
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