
There is a growing body of evidence that, when improperly used, personal digital devices, most 
commonly cell phones, can distract students from learning and cause additional ancillary harms.1 
To help foster engaging, safe, and vibrant learning environments, the Disconnect Act of 2025  
requires all District local educational agencies (LEAs) serving K–12 students to adopt a personal 
wireless communication device policy (device policy) before the start of the 2026–27 school year. A 
summary of key requirements for the 2026-27 school year follows.  
Every LEA device policy must:
•	 Prohibit students from possessing a device (cellphones, laptop computers, tablet computers, 

or gaming devices) not owned or provided by the school while on school premises at any time 
during the full school day;2 

•	 Identify consequences for device possession;
•	 Establish a process and timeline for the LEA to assess whether the policy is working and how to 

refine it;
•	 Require each school in the LEA to:

o	 Identify how a parent/guardian of an enrolled student should communicate urgent 
information to their child during the full school day;

o	 Identify how the school will communicate with families in cases of emergency; 
o	 Identify appropriate storage for students’ devices during the full school day; and
o	 Be published on the LEA’s website no later than 15 days prior to the start of the school 

year; and
o	 Be communicated to all enrolled families, employees, contractors, and volunteers. 

Additionally, the required policies may:

•	 Include exemptions for a student possessing a device for specific educational purposes or to 
manage their health care needs; and

•	 Be stricter than those outlined in the law.
The law also required OSSE to develop a model policy, available here. 

1  See e.g., Jonathan Haidt, Collaborative Review Docs, THE ANXIOUS GENERATION (Feb. 20, 2024, updated Jan. 27, 2026),  
anxiousgeneration.com/research/collaborative-review-docs (last visited July 15, 2026).

2   “Possessing” means carrying or holding an item on one’s person but does not include carrying or holding an item in a backpack, 
purse, handbag, or other personal carryall.

Legal Requirements for Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) 
under the Disconnect Act of 2025
Information for LEA Leaders, School Leaders, and Educators

https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/laws/26-39#§3
https://osse.dc.gov/page/education-and-digital-technology
https://www.anxiousgeneration.com/research/collaborative-review-docs

