
When students are looking at personal devices, they are not engaging with their peers, listening 
to their teachers, or following important directions during an emergency. In line with this, the 
Disconnect Act of 2025 requires all District public and public charter schools serving K–12 students 
to adopt a personal wireless communication device policy before the start of the 2026–27 school 
year. Below is a summary of key information for families to know about the Disconnect Act of 2025 
and what it does.

1.	 Prohibits student possession of devices (cell phones, laptop computers, tablet computers, 
or gaming devices) from bell to bell. Students will not be allowed to hold or use their devices 
from the start of the school day until the instructional day ends. This includes lunch, free 
periods, recess, and transitions.

2.	 Requires schools to communicate the policy to families before the start of the school year. At 
least 15 days before school starts, schools must share the following with families: 

•	 The consequences for device possession

•	 How students are to store their phones during the school day

•	 How families can communicate urgent information with their students during school

•	 How the school will communicate with families in cases of emergencies

•	 The process for evaluating and updating their device policy

The policy also must be published on the LEAs’ website at least 15 days before the start of the 
school year.

3.	 Schools cannot suspend students just for having a device. However, students can be 
suspended if they use a device in a way that breaks the rules. You can read more about 
suspension laws here.

4.	 Schools must provide assistive technology devices and services to a student with a disability 
in accordance with a student’s individualized education program (IEP). A school may not 
require a student to use a personal device to meet IEP requirements. 

Please find additional information on OSSE’s website to learn more about the impact of digital 
technology on education and student safety.  To create the best school experience possible, OSSE 
encourages families to engage with their students and schools about the impact of devices on 
education and development and device expectations in your student’s school community.
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https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/laws/26-39#§3
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/titles/38/chapters/2/subchapters/II
https://osse.dc.gov/page/education-and-digital-technology

