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2) How did your child perform overall?

Your child’s score falls into one of four 
performance levels. The performance levels 
identify if your child has met the 
expectations for the grade level. A score in 
Level 3 or 4 means your child has met or 
exceeded expectations in the subject. It also 
means they are on track for the next grade 
level. Students scoring below 
a Level 3 may still be developing 
grade-level skills and knowledge.

The information in the score report is designed to both measure student performance and provide
guidance for skill building. This section provides a few questions you can ask your child’s teacher about
their performance. It also shares where you can find more information.

3) What’s next?

At the top of the report is a brief description 
of the assessment. You may scan the square 
shaped QR code using a smartphone 
camera to access Family Portal to view 
assessment results and resources to support 
your child's learning journey.

1) Description of Assessment

BREAKING DOWN THE SCORE REPORT: FRONT

This guide will walk you through the most important takeaways you can learn from your child’s
score report. It also provides you with helpful resources to help your child improve their
performance in the coming year.
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This report shows how your child’s
performance relates to their peers at
the school level, the local education
agency level, and within the District.

5) How did your child perform
    compared to other students?

Students receive more detailed information in 
several components about their strengths and 
where they might need additional support. 
This section shows whether your child 
performed about the same as students who 
met or exceeded expectations, approached 
expectations, or partially met expectations for 
each key part of the assessment. The biology 
report does not include this section.

4) How well did your child learn specific                    
    knowledge and skills?
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This guide will walk you through the most important takeaways you can learn from your child’s
score report. It also provides you with helpful resources to help your child improve their
performance in the coming year.
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The information in the score report is designed to both measure student performance and provide
guidance for skill building. This section provides a few questions you can ask your child’s teacher about
their performance. It also shares where you can find more information.

3) What’s next?

At the top of the report is a brief description
of the assessment. You may scan the square
shaped QR code using a smartphone camera
to access the Family Portal to view assessment
results and resources to support your child’s
learning journey.

Your child’s score falls into one of four
performance levels. The preformance levels
identify if your child has met the expectations
for the grade level. A score in Level 3 or 4
means your child has met or exceeded
expectations in science. It also means they
are on track for the next grade level. Students
scoring below a Level 3 may still be developing
grade-level skills and knowledge.
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4

This report shows how your child’s
performance relates to their peers at
the school level, the local education
agency level, and within the District.

5) How did your child perform
    compared to other students?

Students receive more detailed information in 
several components about their strengths and 
where they might need additional support. 
This section shows whether your child 
performed about the same as students who 
met or exceeded expectations, approached 
expectations, or partially met expectations for 
each key part of the assessment. The biology 
report does not include this section.

4) How well did your child learn specific                    
    knowledge and skills?

BREAKING DOWN THE SCORE REPORT: BACK

4

This report shows how your child’s
performance relates to their peers at
the school level, the local education
agency level, and within the District.

5) How did your child perform
    compared to other students?

Students receive more detailed information in 
several components about their strengths and 
where they might need additional support. 
This section shows whether your child 
performed about the same as students who 
met or exceeded expectations, approached 
expectations, or partially met expectations for 
each key part of the assessment. The biology 
report does not include this section.

4) How well did your child learn specific                    
    knowledge and skills?

BREAKING DOWN THE SCORE REPORT: BACK

Spring 2025 Students receive more detailed information in
several components about their strengths and 
where they might need additional support.
This section shows whether your child
performed about the same as students who
met or exceeded expectations, approached
expectations, or partially met expectations for
each key part of the DC Science assessment.
The biology report does not include this section.

4) How well did your child learn specific
knowledge and skills?
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performance relates to their peers at the
school level, the local education agency
level, and within the District.
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Below are a few questions that can help guide a conversation with your child’s teacher:

What are my child’s learning goals in science this year?
How is my child performing in science class?
What extra support in school and at home does my child need to meet these goals?
Based on your observations, what does my child do well? What are some areas of growth for my child?

Interested in talking to your child’s teacher about their score?

• 
• 
• 
• 

Caregivers are the experts on talking to their children. Below are a few helpful things to remember
when talking about your child’s test score:

Test scores are only one measure of performance.
Focus on strengths.
Discuss strategies for addressing areas of growth (e.g., online practice, working with a teacher).

• 
• 
• 

Interested in talking to your child about their score?

Visit the following websites for more information on the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS):

for information on the score reports, DC Science assessment, results and resources.

to learn more about the NGSS

for information on the assessments and resources for parents and students.
for resources and frequently asked questions about the NGSS.

offers practice tests for students in grades 5 and 8, and high school biology.

Want to learn more about science scores or the DC Science assessment?

• 
• 

• 
• 

• 

There are a number of resources available that will help you use these assessments to help your child
improve academically. These resources are intended to be helpful tools for the sole purpose of
assisting students and families. OSSE and the District do not endorse and/or sponsor any such
resources and these are meant to be informative recommendations:

provides resources for parents to support NGSS learning.

introduces scientific investigations of natural phenomena students can
explore using common, inexpensive, readily available materials.

is a project of University of California, Berkeley’s Lawrence Hall of Science and the
National Science Foundation that provides families with easy-to-follow scientific investigations.

• 

• 
 

• 
 

Now that you have your child’s test results, what’s next?

Below are several helpful resources to help your child grow their performance, as well as useful tips for
discussing the score report with your child and with your child’s teacher.

RESOURCES AND SUPPORT

score report with your child and with your child’s teacher.

There are a number of resources available that will help you use assessments to help your child
improve academically. These resources are intended to be helpful tools for the sole purpose of
assisting students and families. OSSE and the District do not endorse and/or sponsor any such
resources and these are meant to be informative recommendations:

Visit the following websites for more information on the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS):

Caregivers are the experts on talking to their children. Below are a few helpful things to remember
when talking about your child’s test score:

Below are a few questions that can help guide a conversation with your child’s teacher:

NSTA.org/science-resources-parents provides resources for parents to support NGSS learning.

Exploratorium.edu/snacks/ introduces scientific investigations or natural phenomena students can
explore using common, inexpensive, readily available materials.

HowToSmile.org is a project of University of California, Berkeley’s Lawrence Hall of Science and the
National Science Foundation that provides families with easy-to-follow scientific investigations.

Test scores are only one measure of performance.
Focus on strengths.
Discuss strategies for addressing areas of growth (eg., online practice, working with a teacher).

RESOURCES AND SUPPORT

Below are several useful resources to foster your child’s success in school, as well as useful tips for discussing 
the

Want to learn more about science scores or the DC Science assessment?

Now that you have your child’s test results, what’s next?

Interested in talking about your child about their score?

Interested in talking to your child’s teacher about their score?

What are my child’s learning goals in science this year?
How is my child performing in science class?

What extra support in school and at home does my child need to meet these goals?
Based on your observations, what strengths have you seen in my child that we can build on?

OSSE.DC.gov/science for information on the score reports, DC Science assessment, results and resources.

Nextgenscience.org to learn more about the NGSS.

OSSE.dc.goc/dccape for information on the assessments and resources for parents and students.

nsta.org/parent-q for resources and frequently asked questions about the NGSS.

DC.mypearsonsupport.com offers practice tests for students in grade 5 and 8, and high school biology.


