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Ice Breaker
Let’s Play a Game 
all about Children's 
Books using Emojis. 
Respond in the chat. 
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Guess that Story! 
Respond in the chat. 
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Objectives
● To develop a shared understanding of the role narrative 

comprehension plays in literacy instruction in Every Child Ready. 
● To plan book-based and literacy-rich center activities. 
● To analyze mock data on narrative comprehension and plan 

differentiated small group instruction.



Reflect & Share:
How do children learn to read?

7



8

The Five 
Components of 

Reading
(National Literacy Panel, 2000)

Phonemic 
Awareness Phonics

Fluency

Vocabulary

Narrative
Comprehension
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Narrative comprehension is 
the ability to construct 

mental representations of a 
narrative to make meaning.



Narrative comprehension in early 
childhood is predictive of elementary 
reading success. (Burris & Brown, 2014; Lynch et al, 
2005)
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Why Teach Narrative Comprehension on Pre-K?
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A Literacy Journey

Moonbear’s Shadow



12

Read Aloud

The Literacy Journey: Read Aloud
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Let’s Read!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HfnPV9mMA0Q
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Moonbear’s Shadow 
Read 1

BEAR

???
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Moonbear’s Shadow 
Read 2

BEAR

TO GET RID Of HIS SHADOW

BURY IT

???

HIDE FROM IT
RUN FROM ITNAIL IT

BEAR AND HIS SHADOW CAUGHT 
A FISH!
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Moonbear’s Shadow 
Read 3

Bear

The sun changes his shadow and bear 
caught a fish!

Bear tried to bury it, nail it, hide 
from it, and run from it

Outside

Bear’s shadow scared away the fish.



The Literacy Journey: Centers
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Planning a Center to Support Narrative Comprehension

Center Activity & 
Materials

Data 
CollectionQuestions

Library Center

Activity: Retell “Moonbear’s 
Shadow” with puppets
Materials: “Moonbear 

Shadow” books,
teacher-made popsicle 

sticks puppets, props, and 
images to represent 

different settings form the 
text.

Who was the main character 
in this book?

What was his problem?
How did he try to solve his 

problem?
How did the story end?

Checklist on if children can 
independently identify the 

problem and solution of the 
story.
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The Literacy Journey: Small Group
Using data to plan small 

group instruction that 
supports children’s 

narrative comprehension.
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Story Structure and Narrative Retell 
Progression of Skills

Story Structure
Identify and 

describe the main 
characters and 

setting. 

Identify problem or 
character goal.

Identify attempts and 
solutions/outcomes.

Identify causal 
connections: Actions, 

events, or motives state 
in the text that cause 
responses, results, or 

consequences. 

Narrative Retell Retell two events 
from a narrative.

Retell three or more 
events from a 
narrative in 
sequence.

PS Mastery
PK Mastery



Data Driven Small Group Instruction

Maya
Chidi
Oliver
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Jason
Andre

Terrance
Veronica

Zoey

Eleonor
Karl

Apple
Xavier

Story Structure
Identify and 

describe the main 
characters and 

setting. 

Identify problem or 
character goal.

Identify attempts and 
solutions/outcomes.

Identify causal 
connections: Actions, 

events, or motives state 
in the text that cause 
responses, results, or 

consequences. 



Data Driven Small Group Instruction
Story Structure

Maya
Chidi
Oliver
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Jason
Andre

Terrance
Veronica

Zoey
Eleonor

Karl
Apple
Xavier



Data Driven Small Group Instruction
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Greg
Inés

Rocky
Hal

Keyonna

Tahani
Yolanda
Quincy

De’Shawn
Peter

Narrative Retell Retell two events 
from a narrative.

Retell three or more 
events from a 
narrative in 
sequence.
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Planning Time
Now let’s use data to plan differentiated 
narrative retell small group lessons. For 
both groups, we will use Jamboard to 
identify:

● Small-Group Activity
● Small Group Materials
● Questions to Scaffold Learning



Today, we worked together…
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● To develop a shared understanding of the role narrative 
comprehension plays in literacy instruction in Every Child 
Ready. 

● To plan book-based and literacy-rich center activities. 
● To analyze mock data on narrative comprehension and 

plan differentiated small group instruction.



Additional Resources
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www.everychildready.org Narrative Comprehension 
eLearning Course

http://www.everychildready.org


CREDITS: This presentation template 
was created by Slidesgo, including 
icons by Flaticon, and infographics & 
images by Freepik

Thanks!
Do you have any questions? 

Lauren.Chisholm@appletreeinstitute.org 
Markeytta.Harrison@appletreeinstitute.org
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http://bit.ly/2Tynxth
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr
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