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Leaders in Environmental Actions for our Future 
 
Green, Healthy, and Sustainable Schools  
 
Landscape Survey 

 
 

Purpose: The purpose of this landscape survey is to assess your school on the 
continuum to becoming a Green, Healthy, and Sustainable School. The goal is to 
identify strengths, perceived gaps, and potential action(s). 
 
Instructions: Please complete this survey as best as you can feel free to record 
any comments/suggestions.  
 
Do you currently have a “Green Team” (Leadership, Staff, Teacher, Students, 
Parents)? Yes or No  
If yes, please describe who takes part and what they do. 
 
 
Part I. School Practices 
School practices are structural shifts and the transformation of school policies 
that administrators and teachers model and embrace to implement recognizable 
progress and change in school culture. 
 
1. Administrative Leadership: Work with the leadership at the school to answer 

the following questions 

Does the principal promote and/or model environmental and sustainability 
efforts/behaviors? If so, how? 

Does the school have policies that make it easy for teachers to take students 
outdoors or out into the community for investigations?  Yes. No.   
If yes, please describe some of the policies in place. 

Does the principal create or support the creation of a Green Committee and or 
Green/Team, comprised of teachers, students, and staff? 



Will there be an opportunity to communicate with school staff, students and 
parents about the Capital LEAF Green, Healthy, and Sustainable Schools program? 

2. Staff Involvement: Work with teachers at the school from different grade 
levels to answer the following questions. 

Are teachers encouraged to incorporate environmental education lessons into 
their discipline’s curriculum (when the lessons support the curriculum 
objectives)? Yes. No. If so, how? 

Do teachers use the building and grounds as a teaching tool? If yes, what areas 
are used for teaching? 

Send the google form to query teachers to get a sense of how teachers 
incorporate environmental education lessons into their discipline’s curriculum. 
Include grade level and/or subject area as appropriate. 

List teachers that teach interdisciplinary units.  Please describe the unit and 
include the disciplines and grades 

School Staff: Work with school staff to answer the following questions. 
Do Guidance Counselors discuss green/environmental jobs or career pathways 
with students? 

Do Informational Technology staff consider environmental impacts of their 
work? Example: Hibernation mode for computers, or recycling electronic waste  

Do Facilities/Custodial/Grounds staff attend trainings for environmentally-
related protocols, such as waste removal, HVAC maintenance, etc.?  

If students/teachers/Green team have questions for facilities/custodial staff, who, 
how and when is the best time to contact the facilities staff? 

3. Is there a Student Green Team or other group of students that work on 
environmental projects? 
 

Has student involvement resulted in environmental changes at the school? 
 



4. Are Parents/Guardians involved in specific initiatives focused on the 
environment or sustainability? Yes  No.  
If yes, please describe what opportunities exist. 

Does your school have out-of-school time activities that support environmental 
programs or projects?  

Does your school have action days or events that involve the entire school, staff, 
and community partners? 

What other school efforts not mentioned would you like to tell us about? 

Summary:   
Based on your responses in Part 1, please identify your perception of whether 
your school shows minimum, good, excellent, or no evidence of achievement for 
the following practices:  
 Minimum Good Excellent No 

evidence 
Administrator Leadership     
Staff Involvement      
Environmental Instruction      
School-wide Efforts     
Action day(s)     
Partnerships     

Where has your school made the most progress? Where do you see potential for 
improvement? What other information about your school would be helpful to 
find? 

 

  



Part 2: Student Practices 

Using information from the Teacher Survey and Question 2 above, please 
complete the following section. 

Capital LEAF focuses on six topic areas that encompass green, healthy, and 
sustainable school practices.  

• Physical Environment: Identifies relationships between human health and 
buildings, such as indoor air quality, drinking water, and cleaning products 

• Student Health and Nutrition: Promotes healthy lifestyles, including nutrition, 
physical activity, mental health, and school climate.  

• Schoolyard Habitat: Promotes watershed health and landscaping that 
supports biodiversity, while encouraging outdoor learning spaces. 

• Energy: Measures and analyzes ways to conserve energy and reduce our 
carbon footprint, such as energy consumption, emissions, and climate change.  

• Transportation: Identifies and promotes safe and alternative ways to get to 
school (bike, walk, scooter, etc.). 

• Waste: Promotes the “4-Rs” of refuse, reduce, reuse, and recycle. Also 
includes composting.  

Level of student engagement in the topics is distinguished through the following: 

• Baseline - topics are introduced, audit/data collection    
• Action - putting knowledge into practice, taking action based on the data  
• Exemplary - shift in school culture/practices as a result of student efforts  
• No evidence – topic not addressed 

For each of the topic areas, please identify your perception of the level of student 
engagement. 

 Baseline Action Exemplary No Evidence 
Physical Environment     
Health and Nutrition     
Schoolyard Habitat     
Energy     
Transportation     
Waste     



For each of the topic areas where there is student engagement, please identify 
the grade(s) describe the activities. Write n/a as needed. 

1. Physical Environment 
Grade(s): 
Description: 
 

2. Health and Nutrition  
Grade(s): 
Description: 
 

3. Schoolyard Habitat  
Grade(s): 
Description: 
 

4. Energy 
Grade(s): 
Description: 
 

5. Transportation 
Grade(s): 
Description: 
 

6. Waste 
Grade(s): 
Description: 

 
 


