
 

 
Comprehensive State Literacy Development 

(CLSD) Subgrantee Frequently Asked Questions 
Last updated Sep. 4, 2026 

 
Topic: Subgrant Post-Award Phase  
 
Q: What are the CLSD Strategic Pillars for K-12 and Birth to Age 5 (B-5)? 
A: Subgrantees may find the CLSD Strategic Pillars in Attachment E of the Request for 
Applications (RFA) for B-5 and K-12 Grade bands. B-5 and K-5 grade band subgrantees must 
meet CLSD Pillars A-E at every school site or early childhood education facility. 
Subgrantees in the 6-12 grade band must meet CLSD Pillars A-D (and Pillar E if applicable) 
at every school site. 
 
Q: Who is my point of contact at the Office of the State Superintendent of 
Education (OSSE) for CLSD questions? 
A: Please contact Jose Urquilla, CLSD Program Analyst, at  Jose.Urquilla@dc.gov. 
 
Q: What does “supplement, not supplant” mean? 
A: All CLSD subgrantees must adhere to the supplement, not supplant provision under 
Section 2301 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), which states “funds 
made available under this title shall be used to supplement, and not supplant, non-Federal 
funds that would otherwise be used for the activities authorize under this title.” In other 
words, subgrantees cannot use CLSD funds for activities that would normally be paid for 
with other funds. 
 
Q: When must CLSD subgrantees change application narratives? 
A: OSSE will provide guidance in summer 2026 on when and how to update program 
narratives for future years. 
 

https://app.box.com/s/kwqgtw3hcub1gkni9swoqrf0e7ybpr5c
https://app.box.com/s/m80imttqodldveo6txbxkh9q3h49d2lu
mailto:Jose.Urquilla@dc.gov
https://literacycenter.ed.gov/Docs/EventArchives/CLSDSubgrantApplicationProcessChecklist508.pdf


 

Q: A local education agency (LEA) applied for two CLSD grants and was awarded 
two CLSD subgrants. Will the LEA receive a single Grant Award Notification (GAN) 
or two separate GANs? 
A: Each grant award receives a GAN. Two awards generate two GANs. 
 
Q: Where can subgrantees find the CLSD Post-Award webinar slides? 
A: Links can be found here for B-5 post-award and K-12 post-award slides. All CLSD 
stakeholders are expected to review these materials. 
 
Topic: Subgrant Management, Policies, Requirements 
 
Q: What are the reporting requirements for CLSD subgrantees? 
A: Subgrantees must submit semi-annual narrative and financial reports to OSSE. Target 
dates are October and April (starting fiscal year 2027 [FY27]). OSSE will provide guidance, 
instruction, and due dates closer to submission deadlines. Reporting requirements may 
vary throughout the life of the grant.  
 
Q: What are the assurances that CLSD subgrantees have committed to? 
A: Subgrantee assurances are listed in the RFA for B-5 and K-12  grade bands. These 
assurances apply to all school sites listed and early childhood education facilities listed in 
subgrant applications. Subgrantees are responsible for ESEA Part C Assurances, and the 
District of Columbia and Federal Assurances outlined in the CLSD subgrant application.   
 
Q: How does OSSE monitor CLSD subgrantees? 
A: To ensure compliance with laws and regulations for federal grants, CLSD subgrant 
monitoring includes, but is not limited to: 

a) One-on-one recurring video calls with subgrantees;  
b) Quarterly written communications; 
c) Site monitoring visits;  
d) Office hours for questions on semi-annual reporting and technical 

assistance; and  
e) Other programmatic and/or fiscal monitoring practices. 

 
Q: What LEA representatives are required to attend Local Literacy Plan (LLP) 
workshops?  
A: Per CLSD Program Assurances, school literacy leadership teams (consisting of at least 
one administrator and one literacy instructional coach or equivalent) and CLSD Program 
Managers must attend all OSSE LLP workshops. More information on LLP workshops 
should be available in October 2026.  
 
 
 

https://app.box.com/s/cdj7vvkps1xl5mrbjln8xszof880bgk0
https://app.box.com/s/kwqgtw3hcub1gkni9swoqrf0e7ybpr5c
https://app.box.com/s/m80imttqodldveo6txbxkh9q3h49d2lu
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/COMPS-748/pdf/COMPS-748.pdf#page=189


 

Topic: Financial Management 
 
Q: When is the fiscal year period at OSSE? 
A: OSSE follows the US Department of Education and District of Columbia government 
fiscal year, which runs from Oct. 1 – Sept. 30. For example, fiscal year 2026 (FY26) began on 
Oct.1, 2025, and will end on Sept. 30, 2026. 
 
Q: What are allowable uses of CLSD subgrant funds? 
A: See Attachment E of the RFA for B-5 and K-12  grade bands for details and complete the 
CLSD Allowable Cost tool to determine the allowability of any cost.  
 
Q: When can subgrantees start spending? 
A: Subgrantees may start spending on allowable CLSD expenses beginning March 30, 
2026. OSSE will only reimburse necessary, reasonable, and allocable expenses that have 
been incurred and paid between March 30-Sept. 30, 2026. Subgrantees should not begin 
spending before receiving an official GAN. This requirement ensures: 

a) All planned activities and expenses align with CLSD expectations and approved 
pillars; 

b) Expenses meet federal and local allowability standards; 
c) Subgrantees avoid the risk of costs being deemed unallowable or non-

reimbursable. 
 
Any expenses made prior to the issuance of an approved GAN are incurred at the 
subgrantee’s own risk and may not be reimbursable. 
 
Q: Is the subgrant retroactive to cover expenses starting Oct. 1, 2025 (beginning of 
FY26)? 
A: No. CLSD performance period began March 30, 2026.  
 
Q: What are the deadlines for obligating, completing, and paying for professional 
services under CLSD? 
A: Professional services must be obligated by Sept. 30. Professional services should be 
completed no later than Dec. 1 and must be paid for by Dec. 1. Please remember all 
reimbursement requests must be submitted by Dec. 1.    
 
Q: When should subgrantees submit Reimbursement Requests (RR)? 
A: Subgrantees must submit an RR to OSSE at least once quarterly. Subgrantees should 
submit RRs no later than 15 days after the end of each fiscal quarter (i.e., Oct. 15, Jan. 15, 
April 15, July 15).  
 

https://app.box.com/s/kwqgtw3hcub1gkni9swoqrf0e7ybpr5c
https://app.box.com/s/m80imttqodldveo6txbxkh9q3h49d2lu
https://app.box.com/s/776hb5hko3fhjzhh9y537yllg1rvru34
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200/subpart-E/subject-group-ECFRea20080eff2ea53/section-200.404
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200/subpart-E/subject-group-ECFRea20080eff2ea53/section-200.405


 

Q: Can subgrantees request reimbursement for travel? 
A: No. Travel is not an allowable expense under the CLSD grant. The RFAs for B-5 and K-12 
list “travel” as an activity ineligible for CLSD funding. OSSE will notify all subgrantees if 
program guidance changes in the future.   
 
Q: What is the policy for spenddown of CLSD funds in FY26? 
A: Subgrantees are strongly encouraged to spend the entire FY26 award by the end of the 
fiscal year. Subgrantees are expected to spend at least 50 percent of the first-year budget 
by Sept. 30, 2026. 
 
Q: Can unspent funds from FY26 be carried over? 
A: Yes. Subgrantees may carry over unspent FY26 funds. Subgrantees are expected to keep 
carryover of FY26 funds below 50 percent.  
 
Q: When will FY26 carryover funds be available? 
A: FY26 carryover funds will be available after all subgrantees complete closeout. 
 
Topic: Program Implementation  
 
Q: What programmatic staff positions are allowed to be funded in the grant? 
A: CLSD funds may only fund fully or partially the salaries and benefits of a new CLSD 
program manager and new and supplemental instructional literacy coaches (K-12) at a ratio 
of one coach per 10 English language arts (ELA) teachers.  
 
Positions must start after March 30, 2026, and provide the following documentation:  

1) Job description for the new CLSD program manager and new, supplemental 
literacy coaches (if applicable).   

2) If a current employee moves into a new CLSD role, provide the job description 
for their previous position with an end date, a new contract specifying CLSD 
functions, and a job description for the new CLSD-funded role.  

 
Please refer to Attachment E of the RFA for B- 5 and K-12 grade bands for information on 
new, supplemental, and allowable staff positions under CLSD funding. 
 
Q: Are subgrantees required to submit an LLP by the end of FY26?  
A: No. Currently, the submission deadline is expected to be in early December 2026. OSSE 
will share the final, confirmed deadline with all subgrantees via email.  
 
Q: For Pillar B, can CLSD funds be used to train all teachers in structured literacy?  
A: Due to local legislation, CLSD can only fund training educators who do not teach grades 
K-3. According to Code of the District of Columbia § 38–2264: Achieving competency in 
structured literacy instruction, K-3 teachers are required to show competency in structured 
literacy, which CLSD funds may not supplant per federal regulations. Please contact Vaani 

https://app.box.com/s/kwqgtw3hcub1gkni9swoqrf0e7ybpr5c
https://app.box.com/s/m80imttqodldveo6txbxkh9q3h49d2lu
https://app.box.com/s/kwqgtw3hcub1gkni9swoqrf0e7ybpr5c
https://app.box.com/s/m80imttqodldveo6txbxkh9q3h49d2lu
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/38-2264
https://code.dccouncil.gov/us/dc/council/code/sections/38-2264


 

Gupta, Literacy Manager, at Vaani.Gupta@dc.gov with any questions on the 38-2264 local 
legislation requirement.  
 
Q: What are OSSE’s approved structured literacy trainings?  
A: Subgrantees can find a list of OSSE’s approved structured literacy trainings here. This list 
is updated annually. Please contact Vaani Gupta at Vaani.Gupta@dc.gov for questions on 
the list of approved structured literacy trainings.  
 
Q: How does the CLSD program define high-quality professional development?  
A: All professional learning must align with the US Department of Education’s definition of 
professional development and align with Pillar B (B-5) or Pillars B and C (K-12). 
 
Q: What data must subgrantees collect for CLSD?  
CLSD subgrantees must collect the following data three times each school year: beginning, 
middle (starting FY27), and end of the school year (collection timing is subject to change):   

a) B-5 Subgrantees: The percentage of participating 4-year-old children who achieve 
significant gains in oral language skills, as determined by a state-approved measure. 

b) K-5 Subgrantees: The percentage of participating fifth-grade students who meet or 
exceed proficiency on state reading/language arts assessments under section 
111(b)(2)(B)(v)(I) of the ESEA. 

c) 6-12 Subgrantees:  
1) The percentage of participating eighth-grade students who meet or exceed 
proficiency on state reading/language arts assessments under section 
111(b)(2)(B)(v)(I) of the ESEA. 
2) The percentage of participating high school students who meet or exceed 
proficiency on state reading/language arts assessments under section 
111(b)(2)(B)(v)(I) of the ESEA. 

 
Q: Are there data collection templates available to CLSD subgrantees? 
A: The CLSD data collection template in the Integrated Data System (IDS) will be available 
beginning mid-September 2026. 

mailto:Vaani.Gupta@dc.gov
https://osse.dc.gov/literacytaskforce
mailto:Vaani.Gupta@dc.gov
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/04/23/2024-08578/applications-for-new-awards-comprehensive-literacy-state-development#p-227
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/documents/essa-act-of-1965.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/documents/essa-act-of-1965.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/documents/essa-act-of-1965.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/documents/essa-act-of-1965.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/documents/essa-act-of-1965.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/sites/ed/files/documents/essa-act-of-1965.pdf
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