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2025 Assessment in Context

• OSSE designs and administers statewide assessments to 
measure mastery of English language arts (ELA) and math 
grade-level content standards. These are rigorous 
assessments that set high expectations for students.

• Eligible students with significant cognitive disabilities, 
approximately 1 percent of test-takers, complete the Multi-
State Alternative Assessment (MSAA) in ELA and math. MSAA 
has four performance levels; levels 3 and 4 indicate a student 
is proficient in the subject area.

• Most students complete the DC Comprehensive Assessment 
of Progress in Education (DC CAPE) in ELA and math. DC CAPE 
has five performance levels; levels 4 and 5 indicate a student 
is proficient in the subject area.

• If a student achieves proficiency, it indicates they have met or 
exceeded grade-level expectations.

5 Exceeded Expectations

4 Met Expectations

3 Approached Expectations

2 Partially Met Expectations

1 Did Not Yet Meet Expectations
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DC CAPE Performance Levels
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More than 95% of eligible students participated in the ELA 
assessment, slightly fewer than 95% in the math assessment

More than 47,000 students were assessed in ELA and math this spring. High participation rates are 
essential for meaningful, representative results.

Math Math Math MathELA ELA ELA ELA



2025 Assessment Results
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Key Takeaways: 2025 Assessment Results

The District made evidence-based investments to support 
academic recovery, and we are seeing accelerated improvement 
in student achievement.

These results reflect the ongoing resiliency and dedication of 
school communities across the District. 

The District has returned to its path of steady and relentless 
progress, and we will continue that path to prepare all students 
for success in career, college and community.



District students demonstrated significant increases in both 
ELA and math proficiency 

The year-over-year increase in ELA and math proficiency was the highest since prior to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The ELA proficiency rate is slightly above the 2019 rate, the highest proficiency rate the 
District has ever measured.
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The District has returned to making steady and 
relentless annual progress

Year-over-year ELA proficiency increases are similar to those before the COVID-19 pandemic; math 
proficiency increases are greater. Pre-pandemic, the District was the fastest-improving urban jurisdiction 
as measured by the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) and we are back on track to 
continue that progress.
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The percentage of students approaching, meeting or exceeding 
grade-level expectations increased to 57.9% in ELA and 47.5% in 
math

The percent of students scoring in the lowest performance level also decreased from 26.4% to 24.0% in ELA 
and from 28.2% to 25.2% in math.

Data Note: Performance level data only includes DC CAPE results; does not include MSAA results. Additionally, performance levels may not total 
to 100% due to rounding.
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The ELA proficiency rate in high school is higher than it was 
in 2019; other grade bands are similar to their 2019 rates

All grade bands demonstrated their highest rates of proficiency since 2022 and saw at least a two-
percentage point increase since 2024.

Data Note: In 2019, students took one ELA assessment during high school. Beginning in 2022, they took the ELA I and ELA II assessments.
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Math proficiency rates in all grade bands are at their 
highest point since 2022, but remain lower than 2019

All grade bands demonstrated at least a two-percentage point increase in proficiency since 2024.

Data Note: In 2019, high school students took one math assessment. Beginning in 2022, they took two math assessments.
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In both ELA and math, proficiency rates were higher across 
race/ethnicity groups in 2025 than in 2024

Data Note: Student groups that made up less than 1 percent of the assessed population were excluded from this chart.
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Economically disadvantaged students had higher ELA and 
math proficiency rates in 2025 than in 2024

Data Note: Students are identified as economically disadvantaged if they received TANF or SNAP benefits, experienced homelessness, 
or were a ward of the state through CFSA  during the 2024-25 school year.
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Students with disabilities had higher ELA and math 
proficiency rates in 2025 than in 2024

Data Note: Students are identified as a student with a disability if they had an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) during the 2024-25 
school year.



15

English learners had higher math proficiency rates in 2025 
than in 2024

Data Note: Students are identified as English learners if they were active English learners during the 2024-25 school year or had exited 
English learner status following the English proficiency assessment in spring 2024 or spring 2023.
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Proficiency rates increased in all eight wards in ELA and in seven wards in math.

Students across the District made progress in ELA and math
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In both ELA and math, over 30% of schools had proficiency rate increases of 5 or more percentage 
points.  In the District, over 40% of schools had a proficiency rate increase of 5 o4 more percentage points 
in either ELA or math.

137 schools in ELA and 141 schools in math realized at least a 
one percentage point increase in proficiency



Summary

18



19

Summary: 2025 Assessment Results

The District has returned to significant rates of 
annual improvement, mirroring the rate of progress prior to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

School communities across the District have demonstrated 
resilience and their academic outcomes are improving.

The District's education ecosystem is entering the 2025-
26 school year with momentum and a commitment to 
steady and relentless progress.



Assessment Administration 
Details
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Assessment Administration Details

• The 2024-25 school year was the second 
year of administration of DC CAPE, which 
uses the same design as the previous 
assessment, PARCC. The assessments are 
comparable.  

• In addition to statewide assessments in ELA 
and math, eligible students also participate 
in a science assessment and English 
learners participate in an English language 
proficiency assessment. Results on these 
assessments are included on the DC School 
Report Card.
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All DC CAPE MSAA

ELA Math ELA Math ELA Math

Eligible Participants 48,327 47,632 47,800 47,103 527 529

Actual Participants 46,089 45,067 45,618 44,599 471 468

Participation Rate 95.4% 94.6% 95.4% 94.7% 89.4% 88.5%

Participation Counts



Information for Families
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What Families Should Expect

• Individual Student Report: Printed 
resource available from your student's 
school that includes individual student 
results, and how they performed on 
key areas of the assessments.

• DC CAPE Family Portal: Video reports 
of individual student results, available 
in seven languages. The report access 
code is available from your student's 
school. (link)
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https://familyportal.pearson.com/DC


Appendix



• All data have been rounded to the tenths place.

• Cells shaded in green indicate an increase from 2024 of more than 1 percentage point. 

• Cells shaded in yellow indicate a decrease from 2024 of more than 1 percentage point.

Appendix Notes
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1. State-level ELA and Math Results for Grades 3-8 by Test

Tested Grade

State ELA 4+ Results State Math 4+ Results

2024 2025
% Point 

Change
2024 2025

% Point 

Change

Enrolled 3-8 34.2% 37.4% 3.2% 25.7% 29.1% 3.4%

Grade 3 Test 28.4% 30.4% 2.0% 30.0% 33.7% 3.7%

Grade 4 Test 35.0% 39.6% 4.6% 28.6% 31.5% 2.9%

Grade 5 Test 34.0% 34.8% 0.8% 26.6% 28.7% 2.1%

Grade 6 Test 35.2% 38.4% 3.2% 22.1% 27.3% 5.2%

Grade 7 Test 38.2% 42.5% 4.3% 22.7% 25.2% 2.5%

Grade 8 Test 35.7% 39.7% 4.0% 11.8% 16.3% 4.5%



2. State-level ELA and Math Results for Grades 9-12 by Test

Test

State 4+ Results

2024 2025
% Point 

Change

All ELA Tests 33.3% 38.5% 5.2%

English I 32.9% 38.6% 5.7%

English II 33.5% 38.3% 4.8%

All Math Tests 11.3% 15.0% 3.7%

Algebra I 9.6% 12.9% 3.3%

Geometry 11.3% 14.2% 2.9%

Algebra II 46.2% 88.3% 42.1%



3. State-level ELA and Math Results by Race/Ethnicity

Race/Ethnicity

State ELA 4+ Results State Math 4+ Results

2024 2025
% Point 

Change
2024 2025

% Point 

Change

All Students 34.0% 37.6% 3.6% 22.8% 26.4% 3.6%

American Indian/Alaska Native 34.0% 33.3% -0.7% 22.4% 22.6% 0.2%

Asian 70.4% 76.1% 5.7% 66.3% 69.9% 3.6%

Black/African American 23.5% 26.6% 3.1% 11.8% 14.7% 2.9%

Hispanic/Latino of any race 30.7% 33.4% 2.7% 19.6% 22.8% 3.2%

Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific 

Islander
36.4% 51.7% 15.3% 34.8% 28.6% -6.2%

Two or More Races 66.2% 70.6% 4.4% 55.9% 59.0% 3.1%

White/Caucasian 81.7% 84.6% 2.9% 73.5% 77.2% 3.7%



4. State-level ELA and Math Results by Student Group

Student Group

State ELA 4+ State Math 4+

2024 2025
% Point 

Change
2024 2025

% Point 

Change

All Students 34% 37.6% 3.6% 22.8% 26.4% 3.6%

Active or Monitored 

English Learner
23.3% 22.1% -1.2% 17.3% 18.3% 1%

Homeless 13.8% 17.7% 3.9% 7.1% 10.3% 3.2%

Students with 

Disabilities
10.3% 11.9% 1.6% 7.6% 9.1% 1.5%

Female 38.2% 41.9% 3.7% 21.9% 25.1% 3.2%

Male 30% 33.4% 3.4% 23.6% 27.7% 4.1%

Non-binary 70.6% 65.6% -5% 34.4% 46.9% 12.5%

Economically 

Disadvantaged
17.9% 20.9% 3% 8.5% 11% 2.5%



5. ELA Participation Rates for State and Sector by Grade 

Enrolled Grade

ELA Participation

State DCPS PCS

2024 2025
% Point 

Change
2024 2025

% Point 

Change
2024 2025

% Point 

Change

All Grades 95.9% 95.4% -0.5% 94.6% 94.2% -0.4% 97.6% 96.9% -0.7%

3rd Grade 98.1% 98.4% 0.3% 97.6% 98.3% 0.7% 98.9% 98.5% -0.4%

4th Grade 98.6% 98.4% -0.2% 98.3% 98.3% 0.0% 99.1% 98.4% -0.7%

5th Grade 98.1% 98.5% 0.4% 97.7% 98.8% 1.1% 98.7% 98.1% -0.6%

6th Grade 98.3% 97.7% -0.6% 97.8% 97.2% -0.6% 98.7% 98.1% -0.6%

7th Grade 97.7% 97.2% -0.5% 97.2% 96.8% -0.4% 98.1% 97.6% -0.5%

8th Grade 97.2% 96.5% -0.7% 96.4% 96.2% -0.2% 97.9% 96.8% -1.1%

3rd-8th Grades 98.0% 97.8% -0.2% 97.6% 97.7% 0.1% 98.6% 97.9% -0.7%

9th-12th Grades 88.9% 87.1% -1.8% 86.1% 83.9% -2.2% 93.5% 92.6% -0.9%



6. Math Participation Rates for State and Sector by Grade

Enrolled Grade

Math Participation

State DCPS PCS

2024 2025
% Point 

Change
2024 2025

% Point 

Change
2024 2025

% Point 

Change

All Grades 95.9% 94.6% -1.3% 94.6% 93.4% -1.2% 97.5% 96.3% -1.2%

3rd Grade 98.4% 98.0% -0.4% 98.1% 98.2% 0.1% 98.8% 97.8% -1.0%

4th Grade 99.1% 98.3% -0.8% 98.9% 98.0% -0.9% 99.3% 98.7% -0.6%

5th Grade 98.5% 98.3% -0.2% 98.4% 98.6% 0.2% 98.7% 97.8% -0.9%

6th Grade 98.2% 96.6% -1.6% 98.2% 95.8% -2.4% 98.3% 97.5% -0.8%

7th Grade 97.3% 95.8% -1.5% 96.6% 95.3% -1.3% 97.9% 96.2% -1.7%

8th Grade 97.0% 95.4% -1.6% 96.2% 94.6% -1.6% 97.7% 96.1% -1.6%

3rd-8th Grades 98.1% 97.1% -1.0% 97.9% 97.0% -0.9% 98.4% 97.3% -1.1%

9th-12th Grades 88.0% 85.1% -2.9% 84.8% 81.3% -3.5% 93.3% 91.6% -1.7%



7. ELA and Math Results by School Ward

Ward

State ELA 4+ Results State Math 4+ Results

2024 2025
% Point 

Change
2024 2025

% Point 

Change

All Students 34.0% 37.6% 3.6% 22.8% 26.4% 3.6%

Ward 1 28.9% 29.3% 0.4% 18.0% 17.3% -0.7%

Ward 2 55.2% 57.8% 2.6% 41.3% 43.8% 2.5%

Ward 3 70.5% 73.0% 2.5% 60.0% 63.0% 3.0%

Ward 4 36.3% 40.3% 4.0% 24.0% 29.2% 5.2%

Ward 5 29.1% 33.9% 4.8% 17.7% 21.6% 3.9%

Ward 6 44.7% 48.8% 4.1% 28.6% 33.8% 5.2%

Ward 7 19.4% 22.3% 2.9% 10.8% 14.1% 3.3%

Ward 8 17.2% 20.4% 3.2% 9.4% 11.2% 1.8%



8. ELA Grades 3-8 Results by Test and Sector

Tested Grade

ELA 4+ Results

State PCS DCPS

2024 2025
% Point 

Change
2024 2025

% Point 

Change
2024 2025

% Point 

Change

Grade All Test 34.2% 37.4% 3.2% 29.9% 32.3% 2.4% 38.4% 42.1% 3.7%

Grade 3 Test 28.4% 30.4% 2.0% 19.2% 22.0% 2.8% 35.2% 36.2% 1.0%

Grade 4 Test 35.0% 39.6% 4.6% 26.7% 31.7% 5.0% 40.7% 45.4% 4.7%

Grade 5 Test 34.0% 34.8% 0.8% 28.6% 28.6% 0.0% 38.5% 39.8% 1.3%

Grade 6 Test 35.2% 38.4% 3.2% 32.4% 34.0% 1.6% 38.9% 43.8% 4.9%

Grade 7 Test 38.2% 42.5% 4.3% 36.2% 40.0% 3.8% 40.7% 45.6% 4.9%

Grade 8 Test 35.7% 39.7% 4.0% 35.1% 36.3% 1.2% 36.6% 43.8% 7.2%



9. Math Grades 3-8 Results by Test and Sector

Tested Grade

Math 4+ Results

State PCS DCPS

2024 2025
% Point 

Change
2024 2025

% Point 

Change
2024 2025

% Point 

Change

Grade All Test 25.7% 29.1% 3.4% 20.6% 23.6% 3.0% 30.4% 34.1% 3.7%

Grade 3 Test 30.0% 33.7% 3.7% 21.6% 24.6% 3.0% 36.3% 40.0% 3.7%

Grade 4 Test 28.6% 31.5% 2.9% 20.1% 23.8% 3.7% 34.6% 37.0% 2.4%

Grade 5 Test 26.6% 28.7% 2.1% 21.5% 21.6% 0.1% 30.8% 34.4% 3.6%

Grade 6 Test 22.1% 27.3% 5.2% 19.2% 23.1% 3.9% 25.8% 32.6% 6.8%

Grade 7 Test 22.7% 25.2% 2.5% 21.6% 24.5% 2.9% 24.2% 26.0% 1.8%

Grade 8 Test 11.8% 16.3% 4.5% 15.0% 20.4% 5.4% 7.3% 10.2% 2.9%



10. ELA and Math Grades 9-12 Results by Test and Sector

Test

4+ Results

State PCS DCPS

2024 2025
% Point 

Change
2024 2025

% Point 

Change
2024 2025

% Point 

Change

All ELA Tests 33.3% 38.5% 5.2% 26.8% 31.4% 4.6% 38.1% 44.2% 6.1%

English I 32.9% 38.6% 5.7% 25.9% 30.1% 4.2% 38.7% 45.8% 7.1%

English II 33.5% 38.3% 4.8% 27.9% 32.7% 4.8% 37.2% 42.5% 5.3%

All Math Tests 11.3% 15.0% 3.7% 8.5% 11.7% 3.2% 13.5% 17.8% 4.3%

Algebra I 9.6% 12.9% 3.3% 8.0% 12.8% 4.8% 11.1% 13.3% 2.2%

Geometry 11.3% 14.2% 2.9% 8.3% 8.3% 0.0% 13.4% 18.1% 4.7%

Algebra II 46.2% 88.3% 42.1% 24.1% 90.5% 66.4% 63.5% 88.3% 24.8%



11. ELA State and Sector Results by Race/Ethnicity

Race/Ethnicity

ELA 4+ Results

State PCS DCPS

2024 2025
% Point 

Change
2024 2025

% Point 

Change
2024 2025

% Point 

Change

All Students 34.0% 37.6% 3.6% 29.3% 32.1% 2.8% 38.3% 42.5% 4.2%

American Indian/Alaska Native 34.0% 33.3% -0.7% 35.7% 27.8% -7.9% 31.8% 40.7% 8.9%

Asian 70.4% 76.1% 5.7% 68.7% 77.1% 8.4% 71.0% 76.0% 5.0%

Black/African American 23.5% 26.6% 3.1% 22.7% 25.1% 2.4% 24.6% 28.5% 3.9%

Hispanic/Latino of any race 30.7% 33.4% 2.7% 28.5% 30.0% 1.5% 31.9% 35.6% 3.7%

Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific 

Islander
36.4% 51.7% 15.3% 27.3% 37.5% 10.2% 40.0% 69.2% 29.2%

Two or More Races 66.2% 70.6% 4.4% 55.8% 62.8% 7.0% 75.2% 77.1% 1.9%

White/Caucasian 81.7% 84.6% 2.9% 74.8% 79.1% 4.3% 84.7% 86.9% 2.2%



12. ELA State and Sector Results by Student Group

Student Group

ELA 4+ Results

State PCS DCPS

2024 2025
% Point 

Change
2024 2025

% Point 

Change
2024 2025

% Point 

Change

All Students 34.0% 37.6% 3.6% 29.3% 32.1% 2.8% 38.3% 42.5% 4.2%

Active or Monitored 

English Learner
23.3% 22.1% -1.2% 22.7% 18.5% -4.2% 23.6% 24.3% 0.7%

Homeless 13.8% 17.7% 3.9% 16.0% 19.0% 3.0% 11.5% 16.7% 5.2%

Students with 

Disabilities
10.3% 11.9% 1.6% 8.5% 10.1% 1.6% 12.4% 14.0% 1.6%

Female 38.2% 41.9% 3.7% 33.5% 36.6% 3.1% 42.3% 46.7% 4.4%

Male 30.0% 33.4% 3.4% 25.2% 27.9% 2.7% 34.3% 38.5% 4.2%

Non-binary 70.6% 65.6% -5.0% 68.8% 46.7% -22.1% 76.5% 82.3% 5.8%

Economically 

Disadvantaged
17.9% 20.9% 3.0% 18.0% 20.1% 2.1% 18.1% 21.9% 3.8%



13. Math State and Sector Results by Race/Ethnicity

Race/Ethnicity

Math 4+ Results

State PCS DCPS

2024 2025
% Point 

Change
2024 2025

% Point 

Change
2024 2025

% Point 

Change

All Students 22.8% 26.4% 3.6% 18.5% 21.6% 3.1% 26.7% 30.8% 4.1%

American Indian/Alaska Native 22.4% 22.6% 0.2% DS 20.0% N/A 19.0% 25.9% 6.9%

Asian 66.3% 69.9% 3.6% 61.5% 68.9% 7.4% 68.2% 70.4% 2.2%

Black/African American 11.8% 14.7% 2.9% 12.3% 15.1% 2.8% 11.5% 14.6% 3.1%

Hispanic/Latino of any race 19.6% 22.8% 3.2% 16.2% 19.1% 2.9% 21.6% 25.1% 3.5%

Native Hawaiian/Other Pacific 

Islander
34.8% 28.6% -6.2% DS 31.3% N/A 45.5% 25.0% -20.5%

Two or More Races 55.9% 59.0% 3.1% 45.0% 49.1% 4.1% 65.6% 67.3% 1.7%

White/Caucasian 73.5% 77.2% 3.7% 63.8% 67.5% 3.7% 77.7% 81.4% 3.7%



14. Math State and Sector Results by Student Group 

Student Group

Math 4+ Results

State PCS DCPS

2024 2025
% Point 

Change
2024 2025

% Point 

Change
2024 2025

% Point 

Change

All Students 22.8% 26.4% 3.6% 18.5% 21.6% 3.1% 26.7% 30.8% 4.1%

Active or Monitored 

English Learner
17.3% 18.3% 1.0% 14.8% 13.8% -1.0% 18.7% 20.8% 2.1%

Homeless 7.1% 10.3% 3.2% 8.7% 11.9% 3.2% 5.6% 8.8% 3.2%

Students with 

Disabilities
7.6% 9.1% 1.5% 5.6% 6.8% 1.2% 9.9% 11.7% 1.8%

Female 21.9% 25.1% 3.2% 18.0% 20.3% 2.3% 25.4% 29.4% 4.0%

Male 23.6% 27.7% 4.1% 19.0% 22.8% 3.8% 27.9% 32.2% 4.3%

Non-binary 34.4% 46.9% 12.5% 41.2% 33.3% -7.9% 28.6% 58.8% 30.2%

Economically 

Disadvantaged
8.5% 11.0% 2.5% 9.1% 11.3% 2.2% 8.2% 10.8% 2.6%
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