OFFICE OF THE STATE
SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION

2026 Metric Calculation Confirmation (MCC) Policy

Background

Each year, the Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) administers three
key processes to ensure that the agency is capturing the highest quality data from local
education agency (LEA) partners to display on the DC School Report Card.

These processes are:

1. The Annual Enrollment Audit and Child Count, which determines funding
allocations for LEAS;

2. Data Validation, which allows LEAs to review and update a broad range of data
about students and teachers; and

3. Metric Calculation Confirmation (MCC), which allows LEAs to review the
calculations and metrics used on the DC School Report Card and on the OSSE
Data and Reports website.

These processes require heads of school to certify data because they have significant
impacts on LEA funding and public reporting (e.g., annual assessment results, graduation
rates), and the DC School Report Card.

This document explains the MCC process, sets expectations for successful completion
and highlights the resources that LEAs can use to support this work. The 2026 DC School
Report Card will display all available metrics for DC LEAs and schools from the 2025-

26 school year as well as school profile information about programs and resources during
the 2026-27 school year. Some metrics included in MCC will be published only in public
data files, reports, and files posted on the DC School Report Card Resource Library
webpage.

Metric Calculation Confirmation

Process

There are three phases of the MCC process—Phase |, Phase I, and Phase lll. LEAs confirm
the calculations of a different set of Report Card metrics in each phase. If an LEA does not
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certify the MCC metrics by the phase deadlines and does not submit an appeal, as
described below, the data will be considered final and ready for use in public reporting.

Schedule

Each MCC phase has a release date, an OSSE Support Tool (OST) deadline, and a
certification day. The following table shows the deadlines for each MCC phase in 2026.

MCC Phases and Deadlines
Phase Release Date
Phase | 07/28/26
Phasell 08/25/26
Phase lll | 09/29/26

OST Deadline

08/07/26 08/14/26
09/11/26 09/18/26
10/16/26 10/23/26

Certification Date

Appeal Deadline
08/19/26
09/23/26
10/28/26

The following table shows the metrics to be confirmed in each MCC phase in 2026. Each

phase also has a “Metric Score” sheet that provides the aggregated information for each
metric included in that phase. LEAs should also review that sheet in this process. The
School Directory sheets in Phase Il are not metrics, but information to confirm.

MCC Phases and Metrics
Phase |

English Language Arts (ELA)

Assessment Participation
ELA Assessment
Performance

Math Assessment

Participation
Math Assessment
Performance

Phase Il
ACCESS Growth

Adjusted Achievement

Chronic Absenteeism

Pre-K Chronic
Absenteeism

Attendance Growth
CLASS

Postsecondary Enrollment

Eighth-Ninth Grade
Transition (Alternative
Framework)

School Directory

Phase lli

Academic Persistence
(Alternative Framework)

Advanced Coursework

Four- and Five-Year ACGR

Other Student Assessments

Re-enrollment
SAT Benchmark

Science Assessment Participation
and Performance
Secondary Completion

(Alternative Framework)

Academic Performance
Growth (ELA and Math)
Student Mobility (School and LEA)
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LEA Actions

The steps to confirm the metric calculations are the same in all three phases and are
shown in the table below.

Step LEA Action

1. Review metric calculations = When each phase is released in the Qlik application,
LEA data managers review the calculations for the
phase’s metrics.

2. Submit support tickets (if LEA data managers submit tickets in the OSSE

needed) Support Tool (OST) Quickbase application to clarify or
correct metric calculations, if needed, before the OST
submission deadline for the phase.

3. Certify the calculations LEA Heads of School certify the calculations in the
Qlik app on the certification day for the phase.

Resources

In order to confirm the metric calculations and DC School Report Card information to
display, LEA data managers will have the following documents to use as references:

e The 2026 MCC Data Dictionary: the index of definitions all data elements shown in
the MCC Qlik application.

e The 2026 MCC Qlik Application Technical Guide: the source of all data elements in
the MCC Qlik application and instructions on how to correct errors.

e The 2026 DC School Report Card Technical Guide: the instructions on how metrics
in the accountability system are calculated and how other metrics and information
are sourced and displayed in the DC School Report Card.

The resources will be posted on the DC School Report Card Resource Library webpage as
they become available and their posting will be announced in MCC updates at the LEA
Data Discussion meetings and by email to LEA Data Managers listed in the Faculty and
Staff data application from DCSchoolReportCard@dc.gov.

Appeals

If an LEA notices a problem with a calculation after an MCC phase closes, the LEA has
three business days after the calculation confirmation date to file an appeal.

OSSE will consider appeals for changes to metric calculations or profile data after Head of
School certification or a missed deadline only in extremely limited circumstances. LEAs
wishing to appeal must submit a formal letter to the State Superintendent from the LEA
Leader, Head of School and/or if relevant, Board Chair in the OST LEA Appeal Module.
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Appeal letters must be submitted within three business days of the missed deadline, and
must include the reasons for the delayed submission, documentation about it, and if
relevant, a corrective action plan to address these issues in the future. OSSE retains sole
discretion over whether to accept such appeals and whether and when to update publicly
reported data. OSSE responds to appeals within two business days. LEAs will not need to
re-certify data after the appeal.

Depending on the circumstances, OSSE may also pursue additional oversight actions such
as an audit of the LEA’s data management practices.

Other Information in the DC School Report Card

The MCC process is intended to confirm the accuracy of the calculations or aggregations
according to the business rules for metrics to be displayed. Most of the underlying data will
have been certified by LEAs’ Head of School during Data Validation and cannot be
changed. (For more information about the Data Validation process, click the link here.)

The following metrics are certified in Data Validation and not in the MCC process because
there are no additional calculations for the data that will be displayed on the DC School
Report Card.

e Enrollment;

e Student Discipline;

e School Leader Data (count and years of experience); and

e« Teacher Data (count, demographics, years of experience, retention rates, certified
and in-field status).

The DC Survey About Your School (DC SAYS) data (response rates, topic scores) is not
confirmed in the Data Validation or MCC processes because LEAs will have access to
these data via their Panorama Education platform.

This year, the school profile information “School Programs” and “Extra-Curricular and
Enrichment Activities” data will not be confirmed in the MCC process because these data
will be reviewed during a separate process. Some of these data were previously sourced
from LEA submissions but will now be sourced from the Course Data Collection. The rest of
the school profile information in the School Directory sheets will be confirmed in MCC, as
in previous years.

Questions and Connecting with OSSE

If you have questions relating to this policy, please contact DCSchoolReportCard@dc.gov.
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