
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September, 2024 

SELECTIVE SERVICE 

AWARENESS REPORT:  

2023 CALENDAR YEAR 
 



Calendar  Year  2023 Report  

Page 1 of 5 
 

Introduction 

Pursuant to D.C. Official Code § 38-2602(b)(30A)(D), the Office of the State Superintendent of Education 

(OSSE) is required to compile and transmit to the Council, using information requested from and obtained by 

the Selective Service System (SSS), an annual report detailing the following: (1) the total number of District 

residents who registered for the Selective Service the previous calendar year; (2) the barriers to Selective 

Service registration; (3) the District’s efforts to increase Selective Service registration during the preceding 

calendar year; and (4) how the District plans to increase Selective Service registration in the current year. 

This report satisfies OSSE’s statutory obligation.  

 

Background 

The Selective Service Act of 1948 provided the statutory authority for the Selective Service System (SSS) to 

register qualified men in preparation for military deployment, if authorized by Congress. Though not used for 

a draft since the 1970s, the SSS requires males, except those exempted by sections 3 and 6(a) of the Military 

Selective Service Act (50 U.S.C. §§ 3802, 3806(a)), between the ages of 18 and 26 who are citizens of, or 

residing in, the United States to register within 30 days of their 18th birthday. Selective Service accepts late 

registrations up until a man reaches his 26th birthday. However, if a qualified male does not register by the 

age of 26, he cannot access federal job training programs, qualify for some federal employment 

opportunities, receive security clearance, or, until recently, access federal student aid. In addition, some 

immigrants who do not register may experience delays of up to five years in citizenship proceedings. Failure 

to register is a felony punishable by a fine of up to $250,000 and/or five years imprisonment for those 

required to register.1  

 

Number of District Residents Registered  

Table I. Number and Percent of District Residents Registered with the Selective Service System, 2018 to 

2023 

Year 

Number of District 
Residents, Ages 18-
25, Registered with 
SSS 

Estimated Number 
of Men Ages 18-25 
in the District 

Difference 
Percent of District 
Residents Ages 18-25 
Registered with SSS 

2018 20,484 39,851 -19,367 51.40% 

2019 20,912 38,825 -17,913 53.86% 

2020 19,443 38,261 -18,818 50.82% 

2021 18,687 33,793 -15,106 55.30% 

                                                            
 

1 50 U.S.C. § 3811(a) (raised from $10,000 to $250,000 by 18 U.S.C. § 3571(b)(3)). 
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2022 17,939 35,879 -17,940 50.00% 

2023 17,350 36,120 -18,770 48.00% 

Source: Selective Service System 

As indicated in Table 1 above, in 2023, 48 percent of eligible males were registered for the Selective Service 

in Washington, DC. This percentage is lower than in other states.2 In 2023, the national registration rate was 

84.20 percent, with the percentage of eligible males registering ranging from 100 percent (Arizona, 

Connecticut, Delaware, Louisiana, and Minnesota) to 53.28 percent (Massachusetts).3 In neighboring 

Maryland and Virginia, the rates of registration were 62.95 percent and 92.22 percent, respectively.4 

Nationally, as of 2021, the Selective Service System sets the goal of 90 percent of eligible males registering.5   

  

Barriers to Selective Service Registration 

All males are required to register, with exceptions for full-time active-duty members of the armed forces, 

lawful nonimmigrants and seasonal agricultural workers, men who are continuously institutionalized or 

confined, and transgender men assigned female at birth.6 In its 2021 report, entitled Selective Service System 

and Draft Registration: Issues for Congress, the Congressional Research Service reported that reasons for 

non-registration may include the removal of the option to registration on the Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid (FAFSA) form, which has “historically accounted for up to 20 percent of all annual registrations.” 

In February 2016, a representative of the SSS stated, “Research tells us that when young men don’t register, 

it’s often because they don’t know they have to.”7 Similarly, in 2000, Selective Service Director Gil Coronado 

stated, “[T]he failure to register was probably caused by a growing lack of awareness of the requirement.”8  

In 2023, an OSSE representative attended resource fairs hosted by District schools and shared literature 

about the SSS. During these fairs, many students indicated that they, and/or their friends, had not registered 

and did not have plans to register for the Selective Service. In addition, many students reported being 

completely unaware of the requirement to register for the Selective Service. Upon learning about the 

                                                            
 

2 Registration Compliance Data by States, Territories, and the District of Columbia, SELECTIVE SERV. SYS. 
https://www.sss.gov/registration-compliance-data/ (last visited May 6, 2024).  
3  Registration Compliance Data by States, Territories, and the District of Columbia, SELECTIVE SERV. SYS. 
https://www.sss.gov/registration-compliance-data/ (last visited May 6, 2024). 
4 Registration Compliance Data by States, Territories, and the District of Columbia, SELECTIVE SERV. SYS. 
https://www.sss.gov/registration-compliance-data/ (last visited May 6, 2024). 
5 Selective Service System Fiscal Year 2021: Annual Report to the Congress of the United States, SELECTIVE SERV. SYS.  
https://www.sss.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Annual-Report-2021-3-30-22.pdf.  
6 Who Needs to Register, SELECTIVE SERV. SYS. https://www.sss.gov/register/who-needs-to-register/ (last visited July 13, 
2023).  
7 Pat Schuback, Selective Service and Our Young Men (slide 3) (2016). 
8 Irvin Molotsky, Fewer 18-Year-Olds Complying with Law on Draft Registration, N.Y. TIMES (May 18, 2000), 
https://www.nytimes.com/2000/05/18/us/fewer-18-year-olds-complying-with-law-on-draft-registration.html.  

https://www.sss.gov/registration-compliance-data/
https://www.sss.gov/registration-compliance-data/
https://www.sss.gov/registration-compliance-data/
https://www.sss.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Annual-Report-2021-3-30-22.pdf
https://www.sss.gov/register/who-needs-to-register/
https://www.socialworkers.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=CVkc4hgYv2w%3D&portalid=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2000/05/18/us/fewer-18-year-olds-complying-with-law-on-draft-registration.html
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Selective Service requirement, students expressed reservations, indicating that they were not interested in 

going to war and were not interested in the benefits that they would lose if they did not register.  

 

The District’s Efforts to Increase Registrations During 2023 

During 2023, efforts to increase SSS registrations followed those made in 2022 within the District, including 

an SSS-led social media push and direct engagement between the SSS and Junior Reserve Officers’ Training 

Corps (JROTCs) at local high schools.  

In 2023, OSSE began engaging the SSS through a series of planning meetings to identify the best ways to 

share vital information with eligible students and conduct a District-wide public awareness campaign. The 

District took action to communicate the Selective Service requirement and the benefits of registration. As 

part of OSSE’s 2023 public awareness campaign, agency staff visited 25 school campuses and the Martin 

Luther King Jr. Memorial Public Library to share communication materials about the program. Additionally, 

OSSE required all local education agencies (LEAs) to notify male students who meet the registration criteria 

that they are required to register with the Selective Service within 30 days of their 18th birthday.  

 

How the District Plans to Increase Registrations in 2024 

In 2024, the District plans to increase Selective Service registrations by taking the following actions:  

• Continuing a public awareness campaign – in coordination with DC Metro. See example images used 

for the previous campaign below; 

• Coordinating with LEAs and SSS representatives to share materials about the program with schools 

and LEAs;  

• Providing updated guidance from the State Superintendent of Education to LEAs to support the 

timely registration of male students; and 

• Connecting LEA leaders to military recruiters through OSSE to help LEAs better understand the 

benefits of military service and their obligations to recruiters under federal law.9 

The public awareness campaign launched in August 2023 will extend into the 2023-24 school year. It will 

include original social media posts, geo-fencing, and Metro advertising, as well as providing posters to LEAs 

for display in schools. During the summer of 2024, as appropriate, OSSE will send information to LEAs 

regarding selective service requirements to coordinate with the public awareness campaign.  

Based on the research and student testimonies, the primary reason that eligible males fail to register for the 

Selective Service is lack of knowledge. By increasing awareness through a public awareness campaign, 

increasing communications and documents shared with important stakeholders, and requiring that 

information be distributed directly to eligible males through schools, the District will provide greater 

opportunities for eligible males to become aware of the requirement to register with the Selective Service. 

  

                                                            
 

9 See 10 U.S.C. § 503(c). 
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Selective Service Advertisements 

 

 

 

 

Locations      

• Anacostia (SE) • Foggy Bottom (NW) 

• Benning Rd (NE) • North of Massachusetts Avenue (NoMa) 

• Brookland (NE) • Cleveland Park (NW) 
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• Georgia Ave (NW) • Van Ness (NW) 

• Columbia Heights (NW) • U Street (NW) 

• Dupont Circle (NW) • Eastern Market (SE) 

    

Selective Service Advertisements Community Placement Examples 

                                                                              

 

 

 

 

Metro Rail Dioramas 

 

 

 

 

 

           

  Metro Headliners     

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

External Metro Bus Posters  




