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Getting to Know DC’s 
Education Landscape 
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How Education is Organized  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Explain difference between DCPS and PCS



Long-Term Goals 

Where do we want to go? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Walking through what we plan to cover in each section of the state plan, in order of how ED’s template is set up [except accty which comes later]ESSA plan like any good plan has goals. First want to share OSSE goals as agency and the overall goals we are working on as a city



4 

Key Beliefs  
What beliefs and ideas help guide us in creating a system? 

Focuses on 
all 

students 
 

Provides 
information 

on where 
students 
are and 

where they 
are going 

Uses 
measures 
that are 

available, 
understood, 

and 
common 

Values 
multiple 

measures 
when 

possible 

Is clear, 
consistent, 
and fair to 

schools  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
(Give one or two examples rather than reading through.)For example, looking at assessment results not just who are on track for college and career ready, also approaching and growth. Also including multiple measures, includingaAccess to and performance on advanced coursework.Provide some context on what STAR – school transparency and reporting – is before diving into the frameworks
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Become the fastest improving state 
and city in the nation in student 
achievement outcomes 
 
Ensure greater equity in outcomes for 
our students, by accelerating progress 
for those who are furthest behind 

Goals for  
Education in DC 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This plan is our opportunity to … [name goals]Explain what student achievement outcomes are/how measuredAs a District, we cannot become the fastest improving State without partnering  with those closest to our students– parents, families, and community based organizations must be a part of the development and implementation of the State Education Plan. 



How Are We Doing? 
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• All states annually receive a performance rating 
that indicates how well we are doing in serving 
students with disabilities. 

• For the first time in the history of the rating 
process, DC has received an improved 
determination rating. 

• This improvement in status is a tremendous 
milestone achieved through the steady and 
focused efforts of our schools and partners like 
you to help improve special education in DC.  

Progress Serving Children with Disabilities 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For example, in the 2008-09 school year, initial evaluations were being completed timely only at a rate of 68 percent. In OSSE’s most recent reporting period, 93 percent of children were timely provided an initial evaluation. Similarly, in the 2008-09 school year, only 8 percent of infants and toddlers served in early intervention were timely transitioned to Part B. The District is currently transitioning children timely at a rate of 98 percent.  Wednesday, August 30, 2017 WASHINGTON, DC – State Superintendent of Education Hanseul Kang announced today that the US Department of Education’s Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) has determined that the District of Columbia has made significant progress related to its ability to serve children ages 3-21 with qualifying disabilities under Part B of the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), while continuing to meet requirements related to serving infants and toddlers with qualifying disabilities under Part C of IDEA.   As part of IDEA, states are provided with annual performance determinations based on OSEP’s review of reported data. Each year’s determination is primarily based on data reported during the previous federal fiscal year (FFY), which spans July 1-June 30. While the determinations are based on the totality of the state’s data, it is important to note the District’s FFY 2015 annual performance reports (APRs), which are based on the 2015-16 school year, serve as the foundation for the determination process.  Under IDEA, states can receive one of four determinations: meets requirements, needs assistance, needs intervention, or needs substantial intervention. In a June 28, 2017 letter to OSSE regarding the District’s annual Part B IDEA determination, OSEP noted that OSSE received a determination level of “needs assistance,” a marked improvement from last year’s determination of “needs intervention.” This change in determination moves the District from the “needs intervention” category for the first time in DC’s history receiving Part B determinations under IDEA.   In its Part B determination letter to OSSE, OSEP noted efforts made by OSSE leadership and staff to improve the state’s compliance with critical IDEA requirements and to improve results for DC’s children and youth with disabilities. DC’s performance in specific categories of compliance has shifted significantly. For example, in the 2008-09 school year, initial evaluations were being completed timely only at a rate of 68 percent. In OSSE’s most recent reporting period, 93 percent of children were timely provided an initial evaluation. Similarly, in the 2008-09 school year, only 8 percent of infants and toddlers served in early intervention were timely transitioned to Part B. The District is currently transitioning children timely at a rate of 98 percent.   “This change in our Part B IDEA determination is the result of many years of thoughtful and diligent work by OSSE staff, in partnership with our city’s schools and sister agencies, as we work to turn around special education service delivery in DC,” said State Superintendent Kang. “We know we still have much more work to do, and we continue to maintain a singular focus on ensuring that our children with disabilities are well served. Ultimately, our goal is to ensure that the city provides high-quality programming for all infants, toddlers, children, and youth with developmental delays and disabilities, so that they can access an excellent education that prepares them for a full and productive life.” To learn more about OSEP’s 2017 determination letters for all states and jurisdictions, see:�https://www2.ed.gov/fund/data/report/idea/ideafactsheet-determinations-2017.pdf.  
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PARCC Scores Are Up For the Second Year 
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DC 2017 PARCC Results 
Overall improvement for 
the second year in a row! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Should we add a third? This reflects only grade 7 test (not all – all grade 7 = 1.5%)
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Scores Are Up for the Second Year in a Row 

• Scores are up across almost all grades and 
subjects. 

• There is especially strong improvement in middle 
grades in both ELA and mathematics. 

• All groups of students improved. 
• Specific groups of students are outpacing State 

improvement. 
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PARCC Measures College and Career Readiness 

PARCC Performance Levels 

Level 5 Exceeded Expectations 

Level 4 Met Expectations 

Level 3 Approached Expectations 

Level 2 Partially Met Expectations 

Level 1 Did Not Yet Meet Expectations 

On track for: 
- the next grade level  
- to leave high school 
college- and career- 

ready 
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State-Level PARCC Results Have Improved 

25% 
22% 

27% 

25% 

31% 
27% 

ELA Math

4 

The percentage of students scoring 4+ statewide increased between the 2015-16 school 
year and 2016-17 school year by 4 percentage points in ELA and 2 percentage points in 
math. 

2 

2015 2015 2016 2017 2016 2017 
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Fewer Students are in Level 1 and Level 2 

4% 

Level 1 

Level 5 

ELA Math 

27% 25% 22% 21% 

23% 22% 29% 27% 

2016 2017 2016 2017

3 pts 3 pts 

At the same time we are increasing the number of students who are on track for college 
and careers (level 4+), we are reducing the overall number of students at levels 1 and 2.  
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Across Grades, ELA Results Improved 
The percentage of students scoring 4+ statewide in ELA increased between the 2015-16 
school year and 2016-17 school year by 3 percentage points in grades 3-8 and 6 
percentage points in grades 9-12. 

28% 

21% 

31% 

27% 

Grades 3-8 Grades 9-12

3 
6 

2016 2017 2016 2017 
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Across Grades, Math Results Improved 
The percentage of students scoring 4+ statewide in math increased between the 2015-16 
school year and 2016-17 school year by 2 percentage points in grades 3-8 and 2 
percentage points in grades 9-12. 

27% 

11% 

29% 

13% 

Grades 3-8 Grades 9-12

2016 2016 2017 2017 

2 

2 
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Results for All Student Groups Improved 

  
 Student Group 

State ELA % 4+ State Math % 4+ 

2016 2017 
% Point 
Change 2016 2017 

% Point 
Change 

 All Groups 26.7% 30.5% 3.8% 24.8% 26.9% 2.1% 

 Female 31.6% 36.5% 4.9% 26.1% 28.2% 2.1% 

 Male 21.8% 24.5% 2.7% 23.6% 25.6% 2.0% 

 English Learner 13.8% 16.5% 2.7% 18.5% 21.2% 2.7% 

 Students with Disabilities 5.4% 6.3% 0.9% 6.4% 6.9% 0.5% 

 At-Risk 13.2% 15.8% 2.6% 12.9% 14.2% 1.3% 

 Economically Disadvantaged 18.2% 23.5% 5.3% 16.9% 20.7% 3.8% 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
TALKING POINTSThe following groups of students outpaced State improvement in 2017:Hispanic/Latino (ELA and math)English Learners (math) Females (ELA) Economically Disadvantaged (ELA and Math) Note:Due to rounding, improvement may not equal the difference between the annual results.   
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Results for All Race/Ethnicity Groups Improved 

  
 Race/Ethnicity 

State ELA % 4+ State Math % 4+ 

2016 2017 
% Point 
Change 2016 2017 

% Point 
Change 

 All Groups 26.7% 30.5% 3.8% 24.8% 26.9% 2.1% 

 Asian 55.7% 66.2% 10.5% 59.7% 64.5% 4.8% 

 Black/ African American 19.3% 22.0% 2.7% 17.4% 18.6% 1.2% 

 Hispanic/ Latino 24.7% 28.9% 4.2% 22.0% 26.0% 4.0% 

 Two or More Races 61.8% 66.7% 4.9% 57.2% 62.8% 5.6% 

 White/ Caucasian 74.3% 82.0% 7.7% 71.0% 75.5% 4.5% 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
TALKING POINTSThe following groups of students outpaced State improvement in 2017:Hispanic/Latino (ELA and math)English Learners (math) Females (ELA) Economically Disadvantaged (ELA and Math) Due to n size, the following specific groups of students are not included in this table:American Indian/Alaskan NativePacific IslandNote:Due to rounding, improvement may not equal the difference between the annual results.   



Why We Need to Work 
Together! 
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Students with involved parents are more likely to: 
• Earn higher grades and test scores, and enroll in 

higher-level programs 
• Be promoted, pass their classes, and earn 

credits 
• Attend school regularly 
• Have better social skills, show improved 

behavior, and adapt well to school 
• Graduate and go on to postsecondary 

education  
• Source: http://www.nea.org/tools/17360.htm 

The Power of Parent and Family Engagement 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“When schools, families, and community groups work together to support learning, children tend to do better in school, stay in school longer, and like school more.” That’s the conclusion of A New Wave of Evidence, a report from Southwest Educational Development Laboratory (2002).Parents have the best understanding of the needs and experiences of their children Parents can offer unique insight about current and proposed policies based on their personal experiencesParent and family engagement:Positively impacts lifelong health, developmental, and academic outcomesPositively  affects children’s cognition, language, and social-emotional development Prepares children for school and academic successReinforces learning at home and in the communityIncreases achievement, attendance, and positive behavior
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• The US Department of Education (USED) has approved 
DC’s Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) State Plan 

• OSSE is committed to making critical investments in the 
people, programs, and initiatives that are accelerating 
education reform and helping all our students succeed 
so that we can become the fastest improving school 
system in the nation. 

• We have set forth the goal of becoming the fastest 
improving state in the nation in student achievement 
outcomes. 

• We have made progress, but we still have much more 
to do. We need your help to meet DC’s goals. 

 

New DC State Education Plan Approved 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“Students in our public schools continue to make noteworthy gains on PARCC, with a greater number of students each year demonstrating the problem-solving and critical thinking skills needed to be successful in college, their careers, and life,” said Mayor Bowser. “This year’s results show that we are moving in the right direction, and that we must continue to make critical investments in the people, programs, and initiatives that are accelerating education reform and helping all our students succeed. As students and educators across the city head back to school, these gains are an important and encouraging reminder that every day counts.”Attachment(s):  PRESS RELEASE_DC State Plan Approved by USED.pdf - 148.4 KB (pdf)
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• OSSE’s New Parent Advisory 

Committee 
• OSSE’s New School Report 

Cards 
 

Ways You Can Participate Right Now! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To achieve our goal, we need you.The Parent Advisory Committee will provide input to OSSE and share information about educational policies and available resources in their communities to support learning. 
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• Parent Advisory Committee members can be parents, 
legal guardians, or other primary caregivers responsible 
for a child attending a DC public or charter school.  

• Successful applicants will be able to demonstrate that 
they are actively engaged in their child’s education. 

• Applications are available today and on line at 
https://osse.dc.gov/publication/dc-parent-advisory-
committee. 

• Please contact: Valrie Brown at Valrie.Brown@dc.gov 
at (202) 299-2093 for more information 

 

WHO CAN BE A MEMBER OF THE COMMITTEE?  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Check your packet for a application. Don’t hesitate to ask an OSSE Staff Member for assistance.https://www2.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/earlylearning/files/policy-statement-on-family-engagement.pdf

mailto:Valrie.Brown@dc.gov
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• Under the new law, states must develop 
and design new report cards prior to its 
first publication by Dec. 2018. 

• The report cards should be easy to 
understand and give the community clear 
information, so that families can compare 
apples to apples. 

• We have two sessions today for parents to 
give input. 
 

OSSE’s NEW REPORT CARDS 
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STAR Annual Reporting 
 
Schools receive star rating from 
one star (lowest) to five stars 
(highest) based on multiple 
measures 
 
Provides a snapshot on all DC 
schools to families, the community, 
and schools based on common 
information 

Clear Information for 
Families and Schools 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Explain how school transparency and reporting is just one piece of information for parents.School transparency and reporting system. Over course of next year will be developing a school report card--will include overall STAR label and all the underlying accountability data, but can also include additional data and information.For example, currently on LearnDC, you can see equity reports with information on suspensions and expulsions and mid-year withdrawals. You can also see information about programmatic offerings at schools like (given examples--availability of before care and after care, sports and extracurricular activities, languages offered). Transparency has a lot of power and some things more appropriate for that context than for accountability.Will be future conversations with you to discuss development and design of report card prior to its first publication by Dec. 2018.



Q&A 



Thank you! 
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